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Agriculture... the Main Pillar for Achieving Sustainable Development and Alleviating PovertyAgriculture... the Main Pillar for Achieving Sustainable Development and Alleviating Poverty

Despite the importance of the agricultural sector in the 
national economy in Yemen. This sector is still suffering 
from neglect. All that  has resulted in the deterioration of 
the economic conditions of this sector. Besides, there is 
an increase food gap. This is evidence by the direction 
of the state’s investment policy to reduce the volume of 
investments directed to this sector. This situation at this 
stage was reflected in the agricultural sector and resulted 
in a major stagnation in its various fields, whether in the 
production of crops or the production of foodstuffs. All 
that happened due to the volume of investments on the 
one hand and the conditions of conflict, economic, so-
cial and political instability at the present time on the 
other hand. As a result, the problem of food deficit and 
food insecurity for a large number of the population has 
emerged. So, the problem of lack of food and malnutri-
tion has exacerbated. Resulting in the emergence of many 
crises and obstacles such as the high rate of poverty and 
unemployment.

The decline in the role of government bodies in sup-

porting farmers  and the failure of agricultural coop-
eratives to play their role, resulted in multiple negative 
effects on farmers in particular and agricultural develop-
ment in general. Among the problems that the sector suf-
fers from are the lack of agricultural production inputs 
and improved seeds. In addition to the poor distribution 
of the seeds. Traders control by imposing high prices 
on producers is another problem in this sector. which 
negatively affected the production of agricultural crops. 
Farmers also face many financing problems as a result 
of the absence of the role of the specialized bank for the 
agricultural sector. As the agricultural bank transformed 
into a private sector. In addition to soil deterioration or 
low productivity due to the scarcity of water resources, 
climate changes and environmental changes. It is one 
of the most important challenges facing the agricultural 
and animal production process. Even the poor perfor-
mance of the marketing system and the high degree of 
risks faced by farmers with regard to price fluctuations 
in marketing of various field crops. All that in addition to 

the increase in the monopoly of the private sector, which 
made the continuation and success of the development 
process conditional on overcoming these obstacles and 
challenges. Rebuilding and creating new conditions that 
contribute to achieve self-sufficiency and food security. 
All that will happen through paying attention to produc-
tion, growth and follow agricultural policies for econom-
ic development in general and agricultural in particular. 
So they are more applicable to achieve the goals of the 
sustainable development of food security for the various 
segments of Yemeni societies. Besides, working to raise 
the standard of living of the Yemen citizens.

The agricultural development requires a national strat-
egy for the agricultural and fisheries sector. This strategy 
has to depend in modern methods and it has to com-
mensurate with internal and external variables. These 
variables may be natural or related to  financing. It was 
necessary to refer to the previous national strategies for 
the agricultural and fisheries sector, which the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries worked on. 
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The Agricultural Extension Sector... The Agricultural Extension Sector... 

By: Manal Amin
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

Since ancient times, the agricultural sector 
in Yemen has been a strong source of the civi-
lization, prosperity and progress of Yemeni 
society. The sector represents an important pil-
lar of the national economy. One of the main 
productive sectors that make up the country's 
GDP.

In order to focus on the importance of the 
agricultural sector in Yemen, it was necessary 
to double the volume of agricultural invest-
ment. In the field of science and technology, 
agricultural research and development in par-
ticular to raise the efficiency of the available 
agricultural resources and increase their pro-
duction. This will happened through the Agri-
cultural Research Authority, which is a nation-
al institution entrusted with the development 
of agricultural production in both parts ( plant 
and animal). By carrying out scientific and ap-
plied research and studies in various agricul-
tural fields.

The Emerge of the Body
In order to know the beginnings of the 

emergence of the Agricultural Research Au-
thority in Yemen, “Sawt Al-Amal” had a 
special interview with Dr. Abdullah Salem 
Alwan (Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the General Authority for Agricultural Re-
search and Extension)who said "Agricultural 
research in Yemen began in the late forties 
and early fifties of the last century, when the 
British carried out easy experiments to intro-
duce the cultivation of the cotton crop in the 
Abyan Delta region. As a result of which was 
established what was known at the time as the 
"Abyan Cotton Experimental Station" which 
later evolved into the "Koud Research Depart-
ment", which officially opened its headquar-
ters in September 1955. Then it turned into the 
"Research Station"in Koud by 1965. The sta-
tion’s name was later changed to “Agricultural 
Research Center by Koud” in the seventies of 
the last century.

He added "In 1972, the Seiyun Research 
Center was established in Hadhramaut Gover-
norate. A number of agricultural research de-
partments that appeared within some projects 
in both Tihama and Taiz were merged to estab-
lish the Agricultural Research Station in Taiz 
in 1970. It later evolved into (the Agricultural 
Research Authority) under the law of its origin 

issued By Republican Decree No. 23 of 1983, 
and in 1990. These various components of 
agricultural research joined the efforts of the 
state and its institutions in a single framework 
called (the General Authority for Agricultural 
Research and Extension), which was reorga-
nized by Republican Decree No. 156 of 1998. 
Finally, a decision was taken to transfer the 
authority at the beginning of 2021 to Al- Koud 
in the Abyan governorate.

Dr. Abdullah also explained that the board 
of directors of the authority includes in its 
membership a number of relevant authori-
ties (such as the ministries of agriculture 
and irrigation, planning and international 
cooperation, finance, civil service, water and 
environment, higher education and scientific 
research). In addition to representatives of 
Yemeni universities and national experts; The 
total workforce reached about 787 employees, 
including 194 researchers, representing about 
25% of the total workforce in the authority. 
While the number of technicians reached 121 
employees, representing about 15%, while the 
number of administrators and craftsmen serv-
ing the members of the Scientific Research 
Authority was approximately 472. employees, 
representing about 60%.

Then he said that the Commission consists 
of a main center in Aden. Moreover, a network 
of stations and research centers affiliated with 
the Commission spread in the various agricul-
tural and environmental regions of the country. 
The number is five regional research stations: 
(Southern Highlands Research Station - Taiz, 
South Coast Research Station - Al-Koud, Aby-
an, Research Station The eastern coast - Mu-
kalla, Hadramout Valley and Sahara Research 
Station - Seiyun, Hadramout, Eastern Region 

Research Station - Marib). In addition to two 
national research centers (Livestock Develop-
ment Research Center - Lahij, and Food Re-
search and Post-Harvest Technologies Center 
- Aden).

Authority Activity
On the general trends of agricultural re-

search and (medium-term) plans. The authority 
is based on the agricultural production system 
in Yemen, as it is the defining element of the 
research work in the authority and its branch-
es, by focusing on the two main agricultural 
production systems in the country (irrigated 
and rainfed), by developing research areas 
that focus On genetic improvement, natural 
resources, crop management, livestock, food 
improvement and post-harvest techniques, 
economic and social aspects related to culti-
vated systems, technology transfer studies, 
and genetic resources.

In order to know the activity of the techni-
cal side in the agricultural season 2020-2021, 
Dr. Abdullah said " The technical side includ-
ed about 64 activities, in which five special-
ized research programs were included. “The 
research program for field crops (cereals), for 
horticultural crops, for natural resources, for-
ests, and honeybees. A palm research program 
for dates and livestock research program,” 50 
activities were carried out in the experimental 
farms of research stations and centers, while 
14 activities were implemented in farmers’ 
fields, most of which were self-financed, while 
13 activities were implemented by the Arabian 
Peninsula Project (ICARDA).

Field Crops (Cereals)
The doctor continued his statement to " 

Sawt Al-Amal"  by saying that the authority 
implemented the research program for field 
crops (cereals), which included three projects 
to improve grain productivity and quality in 
three research stations (Sayun, Al-Koud, and 
Ma'rib). It included 19 research activities 
serving 10 grain crops ( Wheat, sorghum, 
maize, red and white sesame, chickpeas, 
beans, groundnuts, long staple cotton and 
medium staple cotton), 14 of which research 
activities were carried out in the fields of ex-
perimental farms, and 5 activities were car-
ried out in farmers' fields.

The doctor continued his statement that 
the most important outputs of the program 
were the maintenance of the absolute wheat 
varieties that are implemented annually. As 
this program works to produce and renew the 
breeder’s seed, to preserve it from deterio-
ration, and to provide the requirements for 
research work from pure seeds. In addition 
to work on the project of conservation and 
sustainable use with participation of local 
varieties of

Improving the living standards of farmers 
and facing climate changes, maintenance and 
multiplication of long-staple cotton seeds 
(Maalem 2000) and medium-staple (Acala 
SG2) cultivated in the Delta and plains of 
the Republic, spreading the sesame variety 
(Ma’rib 1), and maintaining and multiplying 
the Koud sesame crop, which is one of the 
vegetable oil crops, The Koud country’s agri-
cultural area amounted to about 22.8 thousand 
hectares in 2014. Its total production during 
the same year was about 24.7 thousand tons. 
The self-sufficiency of oil in Yemen did not 
exceed 7.6%, which prompted the authority 
to focus on improving its production.

Horticultural Crops
From 2020 to 2021, the research program 

for horticultural crops was implemented, 
which included the establishment of three 
projects to improve the production and qual-
ity of vegetables and fruits in three research 
stations (Sayun, Al-Koud, and Marib). It 
included 11 research activities serving 11 
crops, including 6 crops in vegetables (on-
ions, peppers, cucumbers, okra, eggplant, 
and cucurbits), and 5 fruit crops (lime, man-
go, papaya, guava, and pomegranate). 10 of 
which were carried out in the fields of ex-
perimental farms for research stations. One 
activity in farmers’ fields. In addition to the 
care and maintenance of genetic savings in 

fruit at various stations.
Dr. Abdullah explained the most important 

outputs of the program, which include the ge-
netic savings of local fruit crops, which con-
tribute to preserving the genetic total of local 
genetic assets from extinction, increasing the 
number of excellent varieties by introducing 
foreign varieties. Besides maintaining on-
ion varieties by maintaining and protecting 
the genetic purity of onion varieties. From 
deterioration, by (renewing the production 
of breeder seed, producing base bulbs, and 
producing base seed). In addition to genetic 
improvement to develop heat-tolerant onion 
varieties that are suitable for summer season 
with high productivity, qualitative charac-
teristics and storage capacity under the en-
vironmental conditions of Wadi Hadramout. 
Renewing the multiplication of seeds of sam-
ples from the assets. Genetic (eggplant crop, 
okra crop, municipal watermelon, and mu-
nicipal pumpkin). Besides conducting a field 
survey of bacterial ulcer disease on lemon in 
nurseries and lemon fields in Wadi Hadram-
out, and establishing a database on vegetable 
cultivation in greenhouses in the governor-
ates of Marib and Wadi Hadramout.

Difficulties and Treatments
With regard to the most important difficul-

ties facing the General Authority for Agricul-
tural Research, Dr. Abdullah explained that 
the impact of the conflict in Yemen has re-
sulted in the exposure of most of the author-
ity’s research stations and centers in most 
agricultural regions to severe damage as a 
result of unemployment and the suspension 
of performing their tasks, especially in 2015. 
Some stations were also subjected to severe 
damages. The research centers led to robbery 
and theft of some heavy, laboratory and of-
fice equipment and machines, livestock and 
camel breeds at the Livestock Research Cen-
ter. The destruction of some buildings in the 
Post-Harvest Technologies Centers in Aden, 
and Livestock Research in Balhaj.

Regarding treatments, the doctor stressed 
on the necessity of adopting an operational 
and research budget for the General Author-
ity for Agricultural Research and Extension, 
providing the needs of equipment, machin-
ery and necessary chemicals. Providing a 
budget for purchasing breeds of livestock 
as an alternative to the looted ones form the 
Livestock Research Center.

By: Hanin Al-Wahesh
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

“The agricultural extension sector has a 
vital and effective role in the development 
process of the agricultural sector in Yemen. 
It is considered as the main pillar in the ag-
ricultural development process. It is also, the 
real motivator in rural development, and an 
important tool of social and economic change 
for the development of local communities.” 
This was explained by (Mukhtar Abboud - the 
Director General of Agricultural Extension 
at the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and 
Fisheries - Aden).

Abboud said to "Sawt Al-Amal" that the 
agricultural guidance aims to help farmers 
improve agricultural production by enhancing 
scientific agricultural information and provid-
ing them with the new information they need. 
It depends on a specific program concerned 
with the production of agricultural crops. It 
contains both plant and animal.

 He added “the agricultural guidance has 
a message that is not limited to working to 
increase agricultural production or seeking 
to bring about technological progress in the 
methods of agriculture, but also its message 
include the rural social and economic renais-
sance by exploiting all the opportunities in the 
countryside. The human resources and capa-
bilities are able to educate and raise aware-
ness of the farmer, develop his capabilities, 
improve his skills, and change his attitudes 
and his way of thinking. So, he can take full 
advantage of scientific and technological ad-
vances in agriculture.

The Role of Agricultural Extension
On the vital roles that agricultural exten-

sion can play, he stressed on the importance of 
the great role that extension plays in the field 

of agricultural development. By working to 
increase agricultural production. In addition 
to bring agricultural technological progress 
and to exploit rural abilities in order to reach 
the development.

He added that the extension represents a 
link between agricultural scientific research 
bodies and farms, and works to transfer the 
results of agricultural research and recom-
mendations after simplifying them to those 
who need them. In addition to providing ag-
ricultural scientific research bodies with real-
istic problems derived from the field to find 
solutions. This leads to increased effective-
ness. Research and its response in the applied 
field, in addition to the role of extension in 
raising awareness and educating the farmer. 
In order to change his trends and development 
through persuasion. So he realizes that what is 
advised of new knowledge and skills will ben-
efit him. As a result, he becomes a productive, 
strong and effective individual in the society 
in which he lives, aware of the implementing 
the laws, regulations and agricultural policies 
established. 

Abboud also reviewed the role of agri-
cultural extension in targeting rural youth as 
farmers and hope for the future. This hap-
pened by organizing agricultural and cultural 
training programs to benefit from their capa-
bilities in serving the agricultural sector.

Regarding women, Abboud told " Sawt Al-
Amal" that the guidance gave special atten-
tion to rural women in particular by educating 
and preparing them properly to enable them 
to play their role in serving the agricultural 
sector. All that happened by setting up special 
programs supervised by agricultural guides 
specialized in rural home economics, and 
dealing with such issues. 

Programs in the areas of household agri-
cultural productivity such as (disseminating 
small rural industries, raising awareness in 

the field of nutrition, maternal and child care, 
health care, organizing the family budget, and 
developing rural women’s knowledge and 
skills in the field of agricultural production).

 Training Programs for Farmers
Within the framework of the training pro-

grams implemented by the agricultural exten-
sion sector, Abboud explained that the agri-
cultural extension has taken a step towards 
reactivating the extension work in the Yemeni 
governorates through the support provided by 
international organizations such as the Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the US 
Agency for Development, and others. In addi-
tion to providing Funding and possible opera-
tional budget for it.

He stressed that there are many training 
programs that have enabled farmers to in-
crease production and reduce cost. In addition 
to innovating modern methods of agricultural 
operations contributed to the introduction of 
new varieties of agricultural crops that are 
more resistant to diseases and pests. Besides, 
training to use post-harvest techniques.

Interventions of Organizations
Regarding the role of organizations and the 

sustainability of the programs they implement 
for the agricultural extension sector, Abboud 
said " In the past, the role of organizations 
was positive and tangible in supporting the 
various agricultural activities implemented 
by agricultural extension by providing direct 
support (seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, etc.) to 
the farms. For the present time, despite the 
great support from the organizations, there is 
a shortcoming in the aspect of coordination, 
as some work without coordination with the 
General Administration of Agricultural Ex-
tension, which has caused negative results 
for farmers and harmful effects on food se-
curity".

Challenges and Treatments
Mukhtar referred to the challenges and dif-

ficulties facing the work of agricultural exten-
sion. It comes as a result of the continuation 
of the conflict and the deterioration of the 
economic situation at the present time that the 
country is going through in general and the ag-
ricultural aspect in particular.

He explained, that this situation had a sig-
nificant impact on the operational budgets, 
which was reflected in the business and led 
to the stagnation of the activity of the General 
Administration of Agricultural Extension and 
Training and its branches in the governorates, 
despite the efforts being made to practice the 
activity.

He explained that the sector need to improve 
activities by adopting an operational budget 
that enables the General Administration of Ag-
ricultural Extension and Training in the gover-
norates to perform its role in agricultural work, 

rehabilitating all agricultural extension agen-
cies in the governorates affected by the con-
flict, and working to approve annual extension 
projects and activities by organizations and a 
fund encouraging agricultural, fisheries, reha-
bilitating. In addition to training the extension 
staff in the public administration and branches 
through internal and external training courses.

On the future aspirations for developing 
work in the agricultural extension sector, Ab-
boud asserted that the future prospects for 
developing work in the agricultural extension 
sector require the introduction of modern tech-
niques in agricultural extension (electronic ag-
ricultural extension) and new methods of ex-
tension communication (electronic messages). 
It requires the use of the agricultural guide is 
suspicious of future and modern technologies, 
and activating the role of agricultural media 
in spreading and communicating new agricul-
tural concepts.

The Efforts of the General Authority for Agricultural Research and Extension in the Development of Agricultural Production

An Unknown Soldier and a Primary Contributor to the Development ProcessAn Unknown Soldier and a Primary Contributor to the Development Process
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By: Manal Amin
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

The report also indicated that before the 
outbreak of the conflict, the agricultural sec-
tor provided job opportunities for 29.2% of 
the workforce. It was the main source of in-
come for 73% of the population. It is either 
directly or indirectly considered as the main 
source of income that serve economy.

The Importance of the Agricultural Sector
(Former Undersecretary of the Ministry 

of Agriculture and Irrigation and economic 
expert Dr. Muhammad Abdullah Abdul Rah-
man) explained to “Sawt Al-Amal” the im-
portance of the agricultural sector in Yemen 
from an economic point of view by saying 
" The agricultural sector is one of the most 
important economic sectors in Yemen despite 
the decline in its relative importance in the 
present time. The sector's contribution to the 
GDP has declined due to the development 
of the contribution of other sectors. This is a 
very natural issue, however the absolute im-
portance of the agricultural sector is great. He 
added that the value of the agricultural sec-
tor’s GDP is increasing year after year. This 
increase is at a constant level, as the relative 
importance of the agricultural sector was 
more than 40% at the end of the seventies 
and the beginning of the eighties. It began 
to decline with the growth of other sectors, 
which reached in 2012 17% of the GDP. The 
contribution of the Qat plant, which is still 
stable until now.

The Undersecretary also clarified that the 
agricultural sector is of importance to the 
activity of the majority of the rural popula-
tion, which exceeds 70% of the population 
of Yemen. It is approximately 21 million 
people out of the total population of Yemen, 
which is currently estimated at about 30 mil-
lion people, working in the main professions 
represented in agriculture. It is considered 
as a source of livelihood and a way of life 
that farmers are accustomed to from a culture 
prevalent in the countryside, such as their 
folklore, dancing and singing in the fields.

The Agricultural Sector Damages
“The continuation of the ongoing conflict 

and water scarcity are among the major im-
pacts on livelihoods and production in the 
agricultural sector. In 2016, the total locally 
grown food supply reached 62% of its pre-
crisis levels, mainly due to the decline in the 
area of   cultivated land.” This is according to 
what was mentioned in a report of the (World 
Bank in 2018).

In the same report, he emphasized that 
the conflict led to a shortage in supplies of 
inputs such as seeds, fertilizers and fuel. In 
addition to the damage to agricultural equip-
ment, irrigation systems, storage facilities, 
the deterioration of water, electricity services 
and logistical supply chains. The absence 
of electricity and fuel as well as damage to 
production facilities disrupted locally manu-
factured supplies. Among the interventions 
in agricultural production, the shortage of 
animal feed and veterinary services led to a 
decline in animal production.

The report also indicated that losses in the 
agricultural production and cultivated land 
are very high in the governorates of (Shab-
wa, Lahj, Al-Dhalea, and Al-Hodeidah). The 
agricultural sector is the main source of job 
opportunities in Yemen, as it is the most af-
fected by the crisis. This is resulted in about 
50% of the workers lost their jobs, while 40% 
of the families suffered during the crisis. As 
they depend on agriculture at the national 
level. Economic journalist Abdel-Jalil Mu-
hammad told “Sawt Al-Amal” newspaper 
that the agricultural sector was greatly affect-
ed by the conflict. As the percentage of dam-
age to the agricultural sector reached nearly 
80%, and the reluctance of many farmers 
from agricultural lands and their travel out-
side the country exacerbated insecurity. food 
prices in the country, and the high prices of 
food commodities such as; grains, vegetables 
and fruits.

Dr. Muhammad reviewed for “Sawt Al-
Amal” the lack of manpower is one of the 
main problems that the agricultural sector 
in Yemen suffers from. This happened due 
to external or internal migration. Manpower 
left agriculture to other sectors such as in-
dustry, trade and general services. There are 
very large areas that are still non-agricultural, 
especially fertile lands. The area which does 
not exceed 3 million hectares. Moreover the 
areas suitable for cultivation and reclamation 

exceed 13 million hectares, while the areas 
that are currently cultivated do not exceed 
one million and 200 thousand hectares due 
to dependence on rain-fed agriculture, which 
constitutes about 60% of agriculture in Ye-
men.

He continued, the problem of the water 
depression affected hydroponics. As it  de-
pended on wells. It constituted 20% of the to-
tal agricultural areas in Yemen. The increase 
in the cost of water extraction. The limited 
water available for agriculture, which despite 
the tendency to use alternatives to rational-
ize water except through drip irrigation or 
pivot irrigation and setting up water harvest-
ing projects to take advantage of rainwater. 
However, most of the rain water still goes to 
the sea. So, it is not used in the agricultural 
sector.

Attempts to Recover
The Undersecretary of the Ministry, Dr. 

Muhammad, explained that agriculture has 
witnessed many development attempts and 
plans since the early seventies - when agri-
cultural plans began to increase. One of the 
results of those plans was the rehabilitation 
of many specialized cadres in the agricultural 
sector.

 He added, that agricultural development 
during the last period created many pillars for 
the development of the agricultural sector at 
various levels on the developmental level. In 
addition to the emergence of many qualified 
cadres accumulated in the sector, including 

specialists, technicians, researchers, and the 
establishment of specialized facilities. In the 
agricultural sector, such as the Agricultural 
Research Authority and agricultural colleges. 
The implementation of hundreds of agricul-
tural projects.

Dr. Muhammad also pointed out that there 
are modern methods and applications in ag-
riculture in Yemen, represented in tissue cul-
tivation, which is one of the latest methods 
used in the world. It contributes to obtaining 
a group of buds for any plant on thousands 
of homogeneous seedlings and produces the 
same specifications for the mother variety, 
which is intended to be multiplied. There is 
hydroponics and agriculture through green-
houses, which has begun to spread in some 
Yemeni governorates, such as Sa’ada gov-
ernorate, which contains more than 150,000 
greenhouses, in Dhamar, where tens of thou-
sands are spread out, in Sana’a, Amanat Al-
Asimah, Lahj and Hadramout governorates.

The Undersecretary stressed that these 
modern crops have begun to spread in the 
country as the only way to confront the prob-
lem of limited land and poor productivity in 
the agricultural sector. There are many crops 
that have been re-introduced in Yemen, such 
as almonds, walnuts, and crops that had dis-
appeared, such as (cardamom, ginger and 
cloves). These grains were grown in Ye-
men but its growth stopped many years ago. 
There is an adoption of growing new crops 
to contribute in increasing farmers' revenues 
significantly.

“Qat is a competitive crop, especially for 
the coffee crop, as there are efforts to combat 
the expansion of its cultivation at the expense 
of cash crops that benefit the farmer, the con-
sumer, the producer and the marketer. It is 
also necessary to focus on the crops that have 
the most returns to the national economy. 
This matter has begun to be adopted.”  As 
confirmed by the undersecretary Muhammad 
to "Sawt Al-Amal".

Treatments
As for the treatments that the agricultural 

sector needs to serve the national economy, 
many experts in the field of agriculture affirm 
that there are opportunities to re-develop the 
agricultural sector, which begins with stabil-
ity, export, and development. The develop-
ment of food and agricultural industries will 
work on more investment in the agricultural 
sector.

Here, the Undersecretary Muhammad ex-
plained that the investments directed to the 
agricultural sector are very few compared 
to the investments directed to other sectors. 
Thus the conflict conditions affected the ag-
ricultural sector, particularly the investment 
process which was not very large. The effect 
is in the vegetable and animal fields such as 
poultry farms, animal industries, dairy and 
cheese .

He asserted that all these aspects consti-
tute a very large area for investment and it 
will give great returns to the agricultural 
sector. This sector may become attractive 
for employment again . As it is a promising 
sector of the economy along with the fisher-
ies sector, tourism and industry. As the sector 
still enjoys great importance in the national 
economy. If it is managed well, it will attract 
investments.

He continued that if the Yemeni economy 
is stabilized, there will be a very great pos-
sibilities for export development. Then the 
farmers returns will improve. At the same 
time, it will lead to the development of ex-
ports in a better way through adherence to 
standards. The process of preparing and pro-
cessing agricultural products for export that 
contribute to improving the performance and 
productivity of the workers in the agricultural 
sector, particularly in the marketing  of agri-
culture.

The Economic Importance of the Agricultural Sector in Yemen

The Agricultural Sector's Damage Rate Reached Nearly 80%

Counted from Front Page

Yemeni farmers are facing great difficulties and challeng-
es in continuing their agricultural activities. The continu-
ation of the current conditions that have adversely contrib-
uted to the economic and social situation in the country.

According to the report of the International Labor Orga-
nization in 2017. It is confirmed that agriculture and fish-
ing are among the most important non-oil sectors for the 
Yemeni economy. The contribution of these two sectors to 
the gross domestic product amounted to 11% and 6% of ex-
ports.

The Ministry of Planning and International Co-
operation and the Ministry of Water, in coordination 
with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
supporting this strategy to see the light . It will be the 
basis on which many future visions can be developed 
to meet the challenges of agricultural work by adopt-
ing the implementation of many development proj-
ects and various operations to develop infrastructure 
towards positive change in the Yemeni countryside. 
Regulating the use and development of available re-
sources as much as possible. This will happen by rely-
ing on local, governmental efforts and foreign aid, to 
achieve agricultural development, self-sufficiency and 

economic recovery.
The agricultural sector is the first productive sec-

tor in various economic sectors now and in the future. 
The agricultural sector contributes to approximately 
(13.1%) of the GDP, as the largest sectors of the na-
tional economy after the oil sector. About (71%) of the 
population is linked to the agricultural sector due to 
their living in the countryside, whether they work di-
rectly in agriculture or indirectly as in services, crafts 
and industries in which the agricultural product is used. 
The agricultural products are used to serve the rural 
and urban population. As the agricultural sector em-
ploys more than half of the labor force in the country, 

which is estimated at about (45%) of the workforce. 
The sector is one of the most flexible ones. It works to 
provide job opportunities for a large percentage of em-
ployment. It provides a large part of the population’s 
needs for food. It also works on the relative stability 
of the population, and the reduction of internal migra-
tion of the rural communities. However, there is a sig-
nificant shortfall in the availability of sufficient capital 
to operate and develop the agricultural sector and its 
institutions due to the conflict conditions and the lim-
ited savings of Yemeni farmers. All that prevents the 
development of the agricultural sector and its institu-
tions. The use of improved seeds, organic fertilizers, 

appropriate fertilizers, and changes in the appropriate 
time and place according to the needs of the agricul-
tural crop will led to a lack of access to agricultural 
production. In addition to the failure in improving the 
standard of living and obtaining adequate nutrition.

Through the issue of agriculture at present and in 
the future in Yemen, the most important agricultural 
issues are both plants and animals production. The 
difficulties and the solutions for the advancement of 
the agricultural sector will be addressed to improve 
productivity and to reach self-sufficiency. All that will 
happened to achieve economic recovery for agricul-
tural food security in many sectors.
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Years passed while Umm Muhammad carried bottles of 
water on her head; To water her crops. The crops grew with 
great efforts. she now has two orchards and many trees 
surrounding her house. Um Muhammad, a fifty-year-old 
widow in one of the villages in the countryside of Taiz, 
said that transporting water to irrigate crops has become 
tiring for her. This happened as a result of the large number 
of trees in her gardens.

The farmer, Rafiq Ibrahim, from the countryside of al-
Khaidal - Wadi Murshid – Haifan confirmed Umm Mu-
hammad talk. He said that I grow (coffee and olives), that 
the trees have withered. The reason for this is that the sup-
port from the organizations has stopped, and the water near 
his farm is filled with dust.

For his part, Tamim Adnan, a farmer, from Al-Khanjar 
village – Haifan, grows coffee, mangoes, guavas. He uses 
the drip irrigation network. The most important problem 
facing the agricultural sector in terms of irrigation is that 
the soil and dust are not extracted from the water barrier in 
three past years ago. So, the water barriers are filled with 
mud and dust.

Numbers
The percentage of the agricultural sector’s use of water 

in Yemen is 90%, compared to 8.2% in the domestic and 
industrial sectors, respectively. According to the Water Re-
sources in Yemen statistics issued in December 2019.

The cultivated area in Yemen in 2019 was estimated at 
about 1.1 million hectares, of which 47% depends on rain-
fall and 53% is irrigated by surface or groundwater, which 
represents the irrigated area of   597 thousand hectares. Most 
of which is agricultural land irrigated with groundwater 
with an area of   427 thousand hectares. This is equivalent 
to more than a third of the cultivated area for the whole 
country. It constitutes about 38% according to the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Irrigation, Agricultural Statistics Year-
book 2019.

In a comparison between 1970 and 2019. Since 1970, 
the amount of water used for irrigation has increased by 15 
times, while rain-fed agriculture (which depends on rain) 
has shrunk by about 30% and due to water shortage, more 
than half of the investments made in rural areas of Yemen 
do not hold more than five years. The agricultural lands 
irrigated with groundwater increased from 37 thousand 
hectares in 1970 to 427 thousand hectares in 2019, which 
is equivalent to half of the cultivated area for the entire 
country. All that according to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Irrigation, Annual Agricultural Rain Book 2019.

Causes of Irrigation Problems
Farmers complain about several problems facing the ag-

ricultural sector in Yemen, including irrigation, neglect of 
water barriers, diseases and pests that affect crops, lack of 
fuel, in addition to the water crisis in Yemen that threatens 
agriculture, food security and the agricultural economy.

Agricultural Engineer, Abdo Noaman, attributed the 
causes of the problems facing farmers in the irrigation 
process to the fact that most agricultural areas depend on 
rainwater, or irrigation from private water tanks next to 
homes. Rarely, there are farms that depend on irrigation 
from artesian wells despite their presence. The reason is the 
high prices fuel. Stressing that most of the farmers stopped 
irrigation due to the high price of fuel.

A report by the World Bank Group (Treatment of se-
vere water scarcity during the reconstruction period and 
beyond) in March 2017, showed the increase in the price 
of fuels that farmers depend on to extract groundwater for 
irrigation. Data indicate that the price of diesel rose from 
150 riyals / liter at the end of 2014 to 599 riyals / liter. Then 
to reach 613 riyals / liter at the end of July 2021. Oil prices 
also increased from 158 riyals / liter at the end of 2014 to 

599 riyals / liter at the end of July 2021.
Among the obstacles that compounded the problems 

of irrigation of agricultural crops, the continuation of the 
conflict, which in turn led to a rise in the prices of oil de-
rivatives that farmers use to withdraw water from artesian 
wells, and the water crisis identified by the United Na-
tions Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
“OCHA” latest report for the year 2021: “Decrease in the 
quantity of water produced by 151.1 million cubic meters 
in the year 2013 to 124.9 million cubic meters in 2017, a 
decrease of about 17.3%.

 All these repercussions constituted obstacles to the 
process of irrigating agricultural crops. Consequently, the 
quantities of production for agricultural commodities and 
food insecurity. According to the Central Bureau of Sta-
tistics, Statistical Yearbook 2013-2019, the quantity of 
wheat production decreased by 56.9% in 2019 compared 
to 2013. Moreover, the quantity of other grain production 
decreased. By 43.5% in 2019, while the production of le-
gumes, vegetables and fruits decreased by 3.7%, 13.9%, 
and 4.6%, respectively.

Crops that Need a Lot of Water
There are agricultural crops that require large amounts 

of water, which (Eng. Abdul-Momin Saif Al-Sami’i, Di-
rector of Agricultural and Fisheries Services, Cooperative 
& Agricultural Credit “CAC” Bank, and a small business 
development consultant), indicated that the agricultural 
crops that need a lot of water are bananas, tobacco, qat, and 
potatoes in smaller quantities than the previous ones. Ex-
plaining that experiments have proven that these crops can 
be irrigated by drip (GR irrigation network) and a double 
product will be harvested while retaining soil salinity over 
the amount of water.

Engineer Abdul Momen added that cotton consumes a 
lot of water. It may be one of the reasons for the deteriora-
tion of the environment, as happened with the one located 
in Central Asia between Uzbekistan in the south, and Ka-
zakhstan in the north. People irrigating cotton fields.

Groundwater and Soil Conservation Project
In the period 2004-201, the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Irrigation implemented the “Project for Conserving 
Groundwater and Soil - Development Loan No. (3860-Ye-
men)”, which aimed to improve water use efficiency, in-
crease the yield from the water unit, reduce pumping from 
groundwater, and increase the availability of surface water. 
In addition to groundwater through watershed management 
and groundwater recharge, institutional support for water 
operators and irrigation extension services, according to 
the project document.

The project had three components (the first: moderniza-
tion and improvement of irrigation systems from ground-

water, the second: improving irrigation by floods, water 
harvesting and soil conservation, third: institutional sup-
port for water operators), the project worked in ten field 
units operating in 15 Yemeni governorates. According to 
the project’s cumulative achievement summary, which 
“Voice of Hope” obtained a copy of (Khaled Al-Silwi, 
General Manager Former National Irrigation Program 
(NIP) and _currently adviser to the National Irrigation Pro-
gram (NIP).

Eng. Abdulaziz Al-Dhahabani, Irrigation Engineer - The 
National Irrigation Program, reviews the importance of the 
project as it provided services to farmers in modernizing 
and improving the use of modern irrigation systems from 
groundwater; To maintain the underground stock and sup-
port farmers up to 70% of modern irrigation systems.

Al-Dhahabani added that the project worked to provide 
services to farmers in improving the irrigation works, water 
harvesting and soil preservation, with a subsidy of up to 
85%. It also worked to provide irrigation guidance services 
to raise the level of water awareness through training, re-
habilitation, and exchange of experiences for farmers, in 
addition to community participation in forming groups. 
Water user associations, implementation of training field 
days, implementation of extension farms and calculation 
of water savings, and the project worked to provide insti-
tutional support services to bodies working in the field of 
water - especially - water monitoring and meteorological 
activities.

Mohsin Shukri Saleh Bamousa, the Director General of 
the Agriculture, and Irrigation Office in Wadi Hadramout, 
agreed with Eng. Al-Dhabhani, that the water and soil con-
servation project is one of the good projects that introduced 
modern irrigation techniques, disseminated them among 
farmers and water transmission pipes and drip irrigation 
networks in particular to provided them to farmers at a 
price supported. It contributed to rationalizing water con-
sumption and increasing irrigation efficiency.

Engineer Shukri added that the project is considered one 
of the successful projects, and it has a great demand by 
farmers. Unfortunately, the project to preserve groundwa-
ter and soil has stopped; As a result of the conflict condi-
tions, many of the farmers applying for the project were 
deprived of the technologies. He stressed, "The status of 
the project is still pending and unclear, as is the manage-
ment of the unit in Seiyun."

On the contrary, (Agricultural Engineer Abdul Wahed 
Al-Adeeb) said that the project played a good role in con-
serving water. But it was not an optimal role, as the project 
was restricted by a mechanism that did not enable it to play 
a better role, and it was possible to improve this role and 
increase its efficiency significantly, as it was not the bene-
fits of providing water to farmers are well received; This 
resulted in many of them selling tubes and nets to dealers 

before they could be used.
As for (Engineer Abdul-Momen Saif Al-Sami’i, the Di-

rector of Agricultural and Fishing Services, CAC Bank) 
who explained the importance of the project to conserve 
groundwater and soil in conserving water from random 
drilling of wells, causing water to migrate downward, and 
in terms of water depletion in water-scarce areas.

Modern Irrigation Techniques
In addition to the problems facing farmers in irrigating 

agricultural crops, there are many challenges that impede 
the work of the irrigation sector -currently - in Yemen. En-
gineer Iskandar Al-Asbahi, Director of the Irrigation Sec-
tor, explained that the first of problem is to preserve the 
groundwater used in irrigation. To raise the efficiency of 
irrigation, then the second problem is to harvest and use 
rainwater in agriculture. In addition to the third problem 
is the lack of operational and investment budgets. Finally, 
the lack of investment in the irrigation sector, and the lack 
of technical staff.

Engineer Iskandar added that the most important mod-
ern techniques used in irrigation are drip irrigation, sprin-
kler irrigation, as well as improving water transfer from the 
source to the field. He indicated that drip irrigation raises 
irrigation efficiency to 85%, and sprinkler irrigation raises 
irrigation efficiency 70% to75%.

In Wadi Hadramout, (Eng. Shukri Saleh Bamousa, Di-
rector General of the Office of Agriculture and Irrigation 
in Wadi Hadramawt), he explained that the most important 
technologies deployed -currently- in Wadi Hadramawt are 
drip irrigation, sprinkler irrigation, and water transfer by 
plastic pipes. He asserted "We recently submitted a project 
proposal to introduce the Floppy Sprinkler irrigation tech-
nique to the local authority, to cultivate agricultural areas 
in the Hadhramaut Valley infested with sesbania trees after 
their removal."

The Agricultural Engineer Abdulwahed Al-Adeeb com-
mented that the irrigation methods are pipes, water trans-
fer (improved irrigation), drip and bubble irrigation, and a 
small extent spraying, while Eng. Abdul-Momen, Director 
of Agricultural and Fishing Services in CAC Bank believes 
that the most important modern techniques used in irriga-
tion are drip irrigation.

Meanwhile, Eng. Abdulaziz Al-Dhahabani, irrigation 
engineer - the National Irrigation Program, points out that 
the most important irrigation techniques with iron and plas-
tic pipes are for transportation and distribution from the 
water source to the farm, and distribution in agricultural 
lands, and that modern irrigation techniques using drip, 
bubble, and sprinkler irrigation systems, Fertilizer process 
techniques, fertilizer use, and chemical processes through 
modern irrigation systems.

Simultaneous Processors
Fouad Bishr, Irrigation Coordinator and Engineer of the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), said that the organization is disbursing modern ir-
rigation networks in the second phase, after surveying and 
preparing nationalization, then making agricultural courses 
for farmers about the importance of modern irrigation in 
rationalizing water uses and increasing production from the 
cadastral and water unit.

Engineer Bishr added that in mid-December 2021, the 
organization will launch the process of draining irrigation 
networks and water transfer rolls for Al Dhale'e Governor-
ate, Al Mawasit, Taiz, and Delta in Abyan Governorate.

All agricultural engineers and farmers agree that the 
treatments must be in raising awareness, activating falter-
ing projects, ending conflict, besides conducting studies 
and research that can develop possible solutions in con-
serving water and improving irrigation services. The atten-
tion be paid by the relevant authorities to water barriers and 
dams, especially in rural areas where there are many farms 
for various agricultural crops.

The General Situation of the Agricultural Irrigation Sector in Yemen



Samah Emlaak
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

Distributed Returns
Many Agricultural and animal prod-

ucts are used in the manufacture of 
various medical, industrial and food 
products. Animal and Agricultural pro-
ductions played an important role in 
activating tourism factors. This happen 
through the  rare animals that are endan-
gered. As it constitutes one of the main 
factors that help attract tourists interest-
ed in animals in general. Some animals 
perform other tasks, as camels and don-
keys help transport individuals and pri-
vate luggage. These activities are clear 
in the rugged mountainous and deserted 
areas, in addition to the poor rural areas. 
This was happening in the past - with 
trade exchanges, according to a report 
published by the (Voice of Money). In  
its economic website on May 27, 2021.

Abdullah Ahmed Saleh ( a farmer in 
his fifties - Ibb) “Livestock is of para-
mount importance for its contributions 
in supporting the economic and social 
fields within the governorates of the Re-
public of Yemen. As it comes in the sec-
ond place for the main business after ag-
riculture. It is the first occupation and in 
which the majority of the population of 
the Republic of Yemen works, followed 
by grazing. Saleh added that the bene-
fit from the agricultural and economic 
point of view, is that the agriculture as 
the first source of exports in hard curren-
cy if the state lacks oil and mineral ex-
ports.  In addition to the importance of 
livestock from a social point of view, as 
Abdullah's wife - a forty-year-old owner 
of 22 sheep and three cows - said "Live-
stock contributes to citizens' access to 
meat, milk, leather, and everything.  Be-
sides, food and monetary returns to the 
community.

Soil and Livestock Waste
Abdullah Ahmed Saleh’s wife contin-

ued, the use of livestock waste as fer-
tilizers for all agricultural trees. This is 
what the Yemeni citizen relied on since 
ancient times before the appearance 
of fertilizers manufactured by modern 
methods. Livestock from this point of 
view had an active contribution to soil 
fertility, and the diversity of agricultural 
crops in all governorates of the Repub-
lic of Yemen. According to local sources 
who support the statement of Abdullah's 
wife, who apologizes for not mention-

ing her name to (Sawt Al-Amal).
Abdullah Ahmedis benefited from 

Livestock  as a simple model in several 
areas - according to him – the animals 
help human in plowing land in the val-
leys and in mountain to put the seeds . 
Then to plow the land again after the 
harvest.

 Shatha Al-Hamati, a researcher at 
the Agricultural Research Authority in 
Al-Mahwit, said that organic fertilizers 
consisting of animal waste include nu-
tritional components represented in or-
ganic acids, and other elements of iron 
and phosphorous that can nourish agri-
cultural soil and make it more fertile, as 
scientific studies indicate that add that 
organic fertilizers help to get rid of cal-
careous soil problems.

Livestock waste can contribute to the 
development of agriculture, according 
to what (agricultural specialist Arwa 
Qahtan) said that animal waste con-
tains several important nutrients for the 
soil, including nitrogen. The nitrogen 
contributes to the development and ac-
tivation of microbes that help in the de-
composition of carbon and water, plays 
a role in the activity of vital processes. 
for bacteria inside the residues.

In Numbers
Herding and livestock breeding is a 

major activity in Hadhramaut gover-

norate and constitutes 14.17% of the 
total average number of livestock in the 
governorates of the Republic of Yemen. 
Goat breeding ranks first in terms of an-
imal density in the governorate during 
the period with a rate of 68.01% ac-
cording to the latest statistics published 
by the National Information Center in 
its official website.

The same statistic states that Al-Ho-
deidah governorate comes in second 
place in livestock breeding with 9.82% 
of the total average number of live-
stock in the Republic of Yemen. Then 
Shabwa is also ranked in the third 
place. The activity of grazing and live-
stock breeding are considered as one of 
the important activities for the popula-
tion of the governorate. 

It is almost spread in all the moun-
tainous and rugged governorate direc-
torates. livestock breeding in Shabwa 
governorate are about 7million animal. 
The percentage is about 8.72% from 
the total average number of livestock in 
the Republic of Yemen. This statistics 
published by the National Information 
Center on its official website.

The recent statistic of the Nation-
al Information Center with regard to 
livestock in the Republic of Yemen 
indicates that it is a national wealth of 
stature. It also constitutes a fundamen-
tal corner of the agricultural system. 

The average number of livestock of 
various types annually reaches 20 mil-
lion heads. Attention and care is giving 
to the livestock by finding improved 
breeds and establishing Feeding farms 
and mothers and providing vaccina-
tions and veterinary treatments through 
the implementation of national cam-
paigns.

The number of livestock in our coun-
try increased from 19501 head in 2008 
to 20705 head in 2012. This is accord-
ing to the center's latest report in this 
regard.

Challenges and Treatments
(Engineer Adnan Abdul-Qawi 

Al-Areeqi, director of the Animal 
Health Department and in charge of 
surveillance in Ibb governorate), point-
ed to a number of challenges by saying 
“Epidemiological diseases are among 
the greatest challenges facing animals 
and they spread quickly and kill many 
sheep, goats and cows. The weakness 
of state services by not providing vac-
cines, We use the available vaccines for 
peste des petits ruminants and sheep 
pox. 

We distribute them according to ca-
pabilities in coordination with several 
organizations such as the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization (FAO), German 
Agency for International Cooperation 

(GIZ) and the International Medical 
Corps.”

Explaining
Al-Areeqi played the role of the 

aforementioned organizations by pro-
viding vaccinations, travel allowance 
and staff subsidy, and that the Agricul-
ture Office provides the citizen - ac-
cording to Al-Areeqi - several services 
such as providing free veterinary medi-
cine for internal diseases, surgery and 
childbirth through several centers in the 
governorate such as Yarim, Al-Qaeda, 
Al-Sada centers and others.

He added that the office has been 
working in the field for 25 days in the 
Al-Qafar Directorate with regard to 
surveillance, livestock care and vac-
cination. It aims to disembark about 
85,000 sheep and goats, in coordination 
with the Agriculture and Irrigation Of-
fice in Ibb Governorate.

International Efforts
Livestock is a key driver for sustain-

able development in the agricultural 
sector. It contributes to achieve food 
security, nutrition, and poverty allevia-
tion. The economic growth in this sec-
tor can be done through the adoption of 
best practices, reduce the impacts on 
the environment and increase its effi-
ciency in the use of resources. Accord-
ing to the last report of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations. The report published on its of-
ficial page 2021.

The report states that the organiza-
tion provides a comprehensive analysis 
of the sector from a social, economic 
and environmental perspective. It de-
velops tools and develops policy guid-
ance for sustainable livestock develop-
ment. This will happened by providing 
advice, providing institutional capacity 
building, monitors progress and facili-
tates partnerships between different 
stakeholders. It also provides advice, 
provides institutional capacity building, 
and monitors progress. It Facilitate the 
partnerships between all the stakehold-
ers, including governments, the private 
sector, civil society, NGOs, internation-
al institutions and academia.

As part of the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment and Paris Agreement, FAO 
has committed to helping countries 
achieve zero hunger while tackling 
climate change through better manage-
ment of livestock systems, according 
to the report.
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A Closer Look... Livestock and the 
Agricultural Sector in Yemen

Livestock production 
is of great importance. 
It is one of the most 
important distinct sec-
tors in which the state 
is concerned to achieve 
several benefits that 
accrue to the economy 
and society with various 
benefits. Through the 
production of various 
dairy products, meat, 
leather, hair and wool 
that cover the needs of 
local markets.

The importance of 
livestock products var-
ies in terms of differ-
ent types of animals, 
as their products are 
among the main fac-
tors in agricultural 
countries such as the 
Republic of Yemen.



By: Alia Muhammed 
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

Exports of Agricultural Crops
Climate diversity and natural factors played 

an important role in achieving diversity in the 
cultivation of agricultural crops in the various 
Yemeni governorates. (Pomegranate, honey, 
coffee, bananas, onions, almonds and raisins) 
are the most prominent crops that are exported 
to a number of countries in the world.

An official in the Ministry of Agriculture 
in Hadhramaut governorate, who asked not 
to be named, said “Lemons and onions are 
among the most important exports in Wadi 
Hadramout. They are exported at about 20 to 
25 tons per day during peak production.”

He stressed, “the absence of recent data on 
the production quantities of farmers, the lack 
of specialized export centers to examine ag-
ricultural products, and the emergence of a 
number of many problems. The problems are 
related to the high prices of agricultural pesti-
cides, fertilizers and seeds. In addition to these 
problems, the sudden closure of the entry 
points from some countries; As a result of the 
lack of direct contact between the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the export process. The lack 
of a communication process between farmers 
and agricultural offices and investors caused 
great disasters.

He stressed on the provision of special-
ized export centers for agricultural crops that 

contain laboratories. To measure the residual 
effect of pesticides and fertilizers conform to 
specifications to facilitate export operations. 
The source stated that this will only be done 
by activating the agriculture offices, linking 
them to the entry points, and qualifying a cad-
re to train the center with all its facilities.

Agricultural Marketing An Agricultural 
Renaissance

Majd Al-Haddad, Media Officer of the 
Higher Agricultural and Fisheries Committee, 
stressed the importance of marketing in the 
agricultural sector. It is the main link in bring-
ing about an agricultural renaissance.

Stressing the importance of having a com-
plete orientation to the consumption of the 
local product; To achieve agricultural renais-
sance. He added “We seek to implement the 
contract farming system in cooperation with 
the concerned authorities in order to keep pace 
with all that is new in the field of agricultural 
production, to reach the product in a satisfac-
tory manner to the consumer”.

 Contract Farming to Bring about an Agri-
cultural Renaissance

Ali Al-Harib, head of the marketing sector 
in the Agricultural Committee, stated “Con-
tractual agriculture, which is defined as a con-
tract between the farmer and the buyer mer-
chant, is carried out by cultivating agricultural 
crops at the buyer’s request. According to the 
required specifications, the contracted mer-

chant is committed to the full price and the ap-
propriate price at a particular time and place.

He stressed “Contract agriculture is one of 
the most important modern marketing meth-
ods that aim to ensure the purchase of agri-
cultural products and reduce the import bill. 
It  contributes to increasing production and 
improving product quality; Thus, the local 
product can compete with the imported prod-
uct externally.

He continued  “This is what we saw after 
implementing the contract farming project. 
The import bill was reduced during this year 
by 25% in most of the agricultural crops that 
we produce locally, while there are crops that 
were reduced by 10%. This is a certain per-
centage that was reduced according to the 
strategy of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Irrigation.” 

Distribution and Storage Mechanism
Ahmed Mahyoub Qayed, a member of the 

Kamil Company for the Export of Coffee, 
revealed that exports in general go through 
several stages, starting with: Sorting, packing 
followed by packaging, storage in special and 
equipped warehouses where heat and winds 
are taken into account.

He stressed “the importance of encouraging 
investment in the field of storage, refrigeration 
and exploitation of cold storage and freezing 
of the Agricultural Cooperative Union, and 
the exploitation of cold stores of the Yemeni 
Economic Corporation. Besides the use of ap-
propriate means of transportation to transport 
products of all kinds.

Obstacles and Problems
Abdel Raouf Al-Sabri pointed out to the 

most important problems and challenges 
facing the marketing and exporting of agri-
cultural products, most notably the weakness 
in legislation, institutional building, and the 
absence of a law on agricultural marketing. 
In addition, the low level of production as a 
result of the scarcity of water sources, sali-
nization of agricultural land, high fuel price, 
and power cuts.  The decline in the quality 
of production, due to the poor quality of the 
available varieties and the production of un-
safe fruits and vegetables are among the chal-
lenges facing the marketing and exporting. He 
added that we face a number of problems in 
the transactions of the post-harvest procedure, 
and the poor distribution in the local and for-
eign markets.

List of Marketing Projects
Ali Al-Hareeb explained a number of ex-

isting projects in the field of marketing, most 
notably; the establishment of contractual 
agriculture companies, which is a system of 
contributions from a group of traders around a 
specific product in order to cover a large per-
centage of the import bill.

He added “We have a tendency to estab-
lish marketing companies in the management 
of agricultural markets, and companies spe-
cialized in manufacturing industries and to 
provide the modern marketing services in co-
operation and coordination with institutions 
and specialized departments in the Ministry 
of Agriculture”.

The Most Important Plans and Strate-
gies to Facilitate Export and Marketing 

Procedures
Abdul Karim Qasim Al Hammadi, the head 

of the Bani Sinan Association for Marketing 
and Exportation, an expert in coffee cultiva-
tion, stressed the importance of issuing laws 
and regulations that facilitate the import and 
export process of agricultural products and 
working to implement cooperative agreements 
between our country and other countries. In 
addition, building dams and barriers.

Abdel Raouf Al-Sabri, an agricultural en-
gineer specialized in marketing agricultural 
products, thinking that “the replacement of 
open cultivation of vegetables with protect-
ed cultivation, expansion in the cultivation of 
drought-resistant varieties, the dissemination 
and use of modern techniques in irrigation and 
the use of energy alternatives through aware-
ness and guidance programs that contribute to 
increasing production. So, it will be positively 
reflected on the export process.

He stressed on the importance of encourag-
ing investment and activating the role of agri-
cultural associations in the field of vegetable 
and fruits production besides, marketing, to 
reduce the proportion of risks at the level of 
a single farmer. In addition, activating the role 
of agricultural financing institutions and sup-
porting farmers and producers with agricul-
tural inputs by programs to improve, develop 
and disseminate existing varieties and intensi-
fy extension work in the targeted production 
areas.

He added “Efforts must be intensified to 
create awareness and guidance programs on 
the means and methods of safe production, 
facilitating and encouraging investment in 
the field of steam sterilization for agricultur-
al products and not monopolizing it on one 
company, in addition to implementation of the 
Hazards Critical Points Identification System 
(HACCP )and the Good Agricultural Practices 
(GAP) system. In the packing and packaging 
centers for exported agricultural products and 
arrest violators. About the problem of the de-
cline in the methods and transportation of ag-
ricultural products Al-Sabri believed that mar-
keting entities should be established according 
to crops or according to production areas to 
overcome transportation and shipping costs. 
In addition,  activating the decision to support 
air transport of exported agricultural products.
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In light of the current conditions, the advancement of 
the agricultural sector has become one of the most impor-
tant priorities to raise the national economy and to reach 
self-sufficiency.

In contrast, there is an urgent need to coordinate, orga-
nize, and develop the export process of agricultural prod-
ucts. The success of  agricultural sector is closely related 
to the marketing process; To create a real partnership be-
tween exporters, manufacturing companies, agricultural 
marketing, and producers.

Agricultural Renaissance in the Agricultural Marketing and Exporting

Abdel Raouf Al-SabriAbdel Raouf Al-Sabri

Majd Al-Haddad Ahmed Mahyoub Qayed

By: Manal Amin
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

The farmer (Ali Qaid - from the Sharaab dis-
trict in Taiz) said "Before 2015 he was working 
in a private company in the city of Hodeidah. 
However, the conflict led to the suspension of 
many private companies. There was no new op-
portunity for another work for me".

Ali had to return with his family of four chil-
dren and his wife to his village in the Sharaab 
district. He started over to repair the agricultur-
al lands that he owned from his grandfathers. 
During the past five years he faced many diffi-
culties represented by the high prices of agricul-
tural equipment, fodder, seeds, pesticides and oil 
derivatives. The difficulty of accessing the central 
markets, which were destroyed by the conflict in 
a number of Taiz districts, and roads were cut off.

Ali was not the only farmer who was affected 
by the current conditions in the country. There 
are many farmers in various Yemeni governor-
ates who faced many challenges to continue their 
work on their agricultural lands after difficult 
conditions forced them to return to agricultural 
professions. As a result of the interruption of their 
salaries and the suspension of many factories and 
companies.

Impact of Conflict and Climate Change
According to the data contained in the report 

of (World Food Programme (WFP)  for Market 
Monitor on February 2018) confirmed that the 
current conflict has led to a significantly higher 
cost of living for the majority of people in the 
country which has pushed some populations with 
a certain marginal level of food security to food 
insecurity compared to the period in which they 
prior to the outbreak of the crisis, the national av-
erage monthly cost per person increased from the 
minimum food basket by 60%.

(The Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) -Yemen Action Plan to Strengthen Sus-
tainable Livelihoods and Resilience in Agricul-
ture and Food and Nutrition Security 2014-2018) 
clarified the most important challenges facing 
agriculture at this exceptional stage the country 
is going through, in terms of the environment and 
the lack of natural and political resources that if 
the continuity left unaddressed, it will lead to the 
weakening of the productive capacities of the 
country.

As the same report indicated, Yemen's ex-
posure to the effects of severe weather condi-
tions, such as droughts, floods, changing rainfall 
patterns, increased frequency and intensity of 
storms, sea level rise, the emergence of plant 
pests and diseases, trans boundary animal diseas-
es and zoonosis, have affected productive capaci-
ty (plant and animal) for smallholders.

Water Shortage
The "FAO 2014-2018" report confirms that 

the persistence of water shortages in the absence 
of better water management policies will lead 
to the depletion of water resources, which in 
turn will accelerate the severe deterioration of 
agricultural lands and increase the population's 
vulnerability to natural disasters and food inse-
curity.

The Agricultural Climate Bulletin issued 
by the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations - June 2021, indicated that 
heavy rainfall of more than 70 mm was observed 
in the western parts of Yemen, while the rest of 
the country remained relatively dry. The bulletin 

indicated that, despite the unstable climatic con-
ditions, most farmers in the central and south-
ern highlands have started preparing their lands 
for the upcoming agricultural season in order to 
grow grains and legumes. Mainly on groundwa-
ter and pump irrigation water from wells.

(The Undersecretary of the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Irrigation and Fisheries for the irrigation 
sector, Engineer Ahmed Al-Zamki), said " The 
agricultural sector used to generate about 17% 
of the national income for the country. Its im-
portance came after the oil sector, but in light of 
the difficult circumstances that the country went 

The Agricultural 
Sector in Yemen

 Between the 
Impact of Conflict, 

Climate Change 
and Lack of 

Awareness of its 
Importance

Abdul Karim Qasim Al HammadiAbdul Karim Qasim Al Hammadi



By:  Alia Al-Hamati
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

The Qat tree occupies a large area of   agricultural land that 
has expanded since the second half of the 19th century. So its 
cultivation reached areas of historical agricultural crops in Ye-
men, such as coffee, grapes, grains, mangoes, and a number of 
other crops in the valleys and agricultural bottoms in Dhamar, 
Amran, Ibb and other areas, in addition to the urban expan-
sion on agricultural lands in a number of governorates that are 
known for growing agricultural crops, which play a key role in 
the food security of Yemenis.

According to the Agriculture Statistics’ Year Book of 2019,   
agricultural crops areas are estimated to be of 528078 hectares, 
where the   Qat cultivation area ranked second after cereals and 
was estimated at 166,891 hectares. Therefore, it surpassed other 
crops such as fodder, grains, vegetables and cash crops, and 
pulses were ranked last with an estimation of 48,037.

Drain Water
There are international predictions about the approaching 

time of groundwater depletion in Yemen, due to indiscriminate 
drilling of wells and poor water management, and the expan-
sion of the cultivation of the Qat tree, which is considered as 

one of the most water-consuming plants, as it consumes 80% of 
groundwater. The groundwater in Yemen is subjected to annual 
depletion, due to the use of the flooding method to irrigate Qat 
farms, and these effects are negatively affected by a number of 
agricultural crops that depend on well water.

“We have multiple agricultural areas, and we grow some 
vegetables and fruits in them, and there are a number of farmers 
who grow the Qat tree, but they need a large amount of wa-
ter,” said Abdul Qawi, a farmer in the Bani Hushaysh district in 
Sana’a”. He adds, “My farm needs water which is 800 meters 
away to reach it, and I need pumps so that the water can be 
pumped at an expensive cost, so I decided to rely on rain water, 
but in vain, so I took a decision not to plant the Qat tree again.”

On his part, Abdel Fattah Raziq who is a farmer in the 
Al-Shorfa area in Sana’a says, “Qat is an evergreen plant 
throughout the year and the Qat tree has a great ability to with-
stand the fluctuations of the weather, and it is grown in moun-
tainous areas and highlands, because it is affected by cold, as 
much as it needs water continuously.”

Raziq confirms to Sawt Al Amal (Voice of Hope) that more 
is spent on cultivating Qat than on the income. As a result, 
many farmers in the region have been guided to uproot it, and 
have returned to cultivating the crops of grapes instead of Qat.

Qat and Coffee
In the context, Mr. Muhammad Qaid Harith, General Direc-

tor of Coffee at the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, ex-
plained: “The Qat tree has expanded in recent years as a result 
of the low source of income for many farmers, which made 
many of them looking for quick profit and great financial re-
turn”. He confirms to Sawt Al Amal (Voice of Hope) that the 
expansion of the agricultural area of   the Qat tree has had a great 
impact on the coffee tree, and has caused Yemen to move from 
the first place in coffee production and export to the 30th place 
in the world, as a result of the deterioration of agricultural areas, 
and the demand of farmers to grow Qat which necessitated the 
urgent need to search for solutions to reproduce coffee.

Qaid revealed the measures taken by the ministry to im-
prove the quality and raise the productivity of the coffee crop, 
as the ministry adopted the production of one million coffee 
seeds for the 2019-2020 agricultural seasons and issued a de-
cision banning the importation of coffee from abroad. This 
decision has in fact encouraged farmers to return to their 
interest in coffee tree and its cultivation indicating that the 
surface of   coffee planted increased by more than 34 thou-
sand hectares, and the production of coffee increased from 18 
thousand tons to 19 thousand tons, and more than 400 thou-
sand coffee seeds were planted in a number of coffee-produc-
ing governorates, in a positive step aimed at confronting the 
encroachment of the Qat tree and clearance of its area over 
The farmland.

Qat and Soil
The Qat tree grows in multiple types of soil, and a large num-

ber of farmers depend on pesticides and chemical fertilizers in 
large quantities, believing that it increases the speed of the Qat 
crop growth two or three times per year, which leads to health 
and environmental risks and the deterioration of agricultural 
soil.

The researcher in Agricultural Extension, Dr. Belkis Al-
Ariqi, says, “There are negative effects of the accumulation of 
pesticides in Qat farms, as they turn into highly toxic substances 
due to their degradation by oxidizing agents, and thus leading to 
the deterioration of soils containing multiple minerals, and their 
physical and chemical balance may be disturbed.” She confirms 
to Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope) that submersible irrigation 
used in the cultivation of Qat affects and destroys agricultural 
soil, which requires rational use of pesticides and agricultural 
extension programs and activities.

“We, as farmers, do not know the instructions and directions 
written on the pesticides leaflet, and we use them in a random 
way. That’s why we need to educate farmers about these in-
structions”, says Muhammad Eisan, a farmer.

for more information about Qat and agriculture see our is-
sue number three or visit our website: https://sawt-alamal.net/
en/
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Many of those who chose agricultural proj-
ects as their destination prove the importance 
of entrepreneurship in the agricultural sector. 
The agricultural sector plays a major role in 
the renaissance of the country. To achieve a 
financial return that benefits the individual 
and society. So, making agricultural projects 
are the most profitable and the most important 
development return.

Salma Al-Ammari (25 years old, a graduate 
of the Department of Horticulture and Trees) 
went to work on her own agricultural project, 
which is planting and coordinating ornamen-
tal trees, and providing agricultural consulta-
tions; That orientation was as a result of her 
love, passion and application of my studied in 
the College of Agriculture.

Al-Ammari said “I chose this specialty be-
cause I see in plants and trees psychological 
comfort for humans, and a desire and love to 
spread the culture of afforestation. As it is the 
best way to rid the environment of various pol-
lutants and preserve its purity.”

Salma Al-Ammari was not the only one 
who went to her own project specialized in the 
agricultural sector. However, many projects 
related to the agricultural sector appeared, and 
many young people, institutions and commu-
nity initiatives went to work in the agricultural 
sector; As a result of the difficult conditions in 
Yemen, which deprived many of the opportu-
nities to work, building the land or returning to 
it has become an urgent need.

Jamil Al-Sabai (35 years old, from Taiz – 
a marketer) is one of the young people who 
were forced by the current circumstances and 
the conflict to return to their villages and work 
in agriculture. He started his own project to 
market the products of their farms in Taiz.

The Importance of Youth Projects
Muhammad Ali Mujam (agricultural ex-

pert) stressed on the importance of youth proj-
ects in the agricultural sector. Their projects 
play a major role in improving the income lev-

el for workers in these projects. This happened 
by providing job opportunities for graduates in 
the agricultural field. In addition to activating 
community cooperation in the countryside in 
particular, and enhancing national food securi-
ty by providing products agricultural markets.

 Eng. Khaled Dababeh said that the field is 
wide and the climate is suitable for investment 
and orientation for agricultural projects in Ye-
men. Because of the diversity in climate and 
soil, modern farming methods have facilitated 
a lot of steps to do farming.

He added “Agricultural projects have a 
positive impact on society and the individual 
from many aspects. Most notably the living 
aspects of the individual, the family and the 
community; As a result of the financial return, 
culturally at the level of the quality of the crop 
and its economic feasibility, and socially at 
the level of social solidarity and community 
initiatives.”

Successful Agricultural Projects
 Majd Al-Haddad explained that there are a 

number of successful agricultural projects that 
aim to establish specialized agricultural areas. 
This help provide suitable opportunities for 
farmers. To develop their skills and expertise 
in the field of applying modern farming tech-
niques, and contract farming is the most im-
portant one; It allows farmers to pre-contract 
the export of specific quantities of agricultural 
products; To increase employment rates in ag-
ricultural manufacturing units; Which increas-
es the competitiveness of the manufactured 

products.
He added “Contract farming has become 

a pattern followed by many countries in the 
world. It also has achieved tangible success in 
the field of agricultural crop production by up 
to 95%.

Al-Haddad revealed to the Voice of Hope 
“a number of existing agricultural projects in 
Yemen, the most important of which are the 
establishment of model central agricultural 
markets in the governorates that have all the 
elements of a model market, the establishment 
of fish marketing companies, the establish-
ment of laboratories for manufacturing food 
industries, support for productive families, 
and the organization of their businesses and 
support them in the marketing of their prod-
ucts. He confirmed this by saying: "We started 
with the opening of the first market in Taiz 
Governorate, and there are big projects that 
are about to open soon."

Adel Al-Qadimi said "There are a number 
of challenges standing in the way of the suc-
cess of the agricultural sector. The most im-
portant of which are the high production costs 
of plowing, seeds, fertilizer, harvesting and 
others for the production of agricultural crops; 
That is why the idea of   the (crop budget) proj-
ect came in, which reduced the costs bear by 
the farmer".

He added “We have conducted a number 
of studies and concluded that the value of 
wheat cultivation would reach one million and 
two hundred thousand Yemeni riyals if diesel 
pumps were used. The (crop budget) project 

came as an alternative solution to reduce costs. 
To be able to grow a hectare of wheat at an 
amount that only costs 400,000. All are using 
solar energy, modern irrigation networks, and 
using automated sowing instead of manual 
sowing.”

Pointing out that the success of the (com-
munity plowing) project, whose idea began 
to move the community; To reduce the costs 
of plowing and harvesting, the objective of 
the project was on two tracks: the first track 
reduced production costs, and the other track 
was an increase in production.

Al-Qadimi added “At the beginning, we 
studied the problem and found that the trac-
tors rent to plow a value of fifteen thousand 
Yemeni riyals per hour. One hectare needs 
plowing and sowing by about fifteen hours, 
and the farmer is unable to provide its rent.” 
He continued, "We were able to convince 
the owners of the tractors to rent the tractors 
at a price of six thousand riyals. We started 
the inauguration of the project with 12 trac-
tors owned by the Economic Corporation to 
mobilize the community and highlight this 
project. After that contracts were signed with  
forty-five tractors, and within two months we 
contracted in Hodeidah with four hundred 
tractors. Now, the number of the contractors 
has exceeded two thousand and seven hundred 
owner of tractors.”

 
Difficulties and Challenges

Engineer / Muhammad Ali Mujam believed 
that the most important difficulties and chal-

lenges facing agricultural projects lie in the 
weak investment in the agricultural sector by 
the private and governmental sectors, Besides, 
the scarcity of financial funds for agricultural 
projects, the high costs of agricultural produc-
tion inputs and their shipment in some cases. 
In addition to the inaccuracy of agricultur-
al data and information weak post-harvest 
transactions by those in charge of agricultural 
projects, and weak coordination between the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation with the 
private sector to meet the needs of the market.

Khaled Dababa (agricultural engineer) 
pointed out that the most important difficul-
ties facing some agricultural projects are the 
absence of the role of the state and agricultur-
al cooperative societies in encouraging and 
supporting the agricultural projects. In addi-
tion to the absence of the role of agricultural 
awareness and guidance among farmers. This 
greatly affects the orientation towards agricul-
tural projects. Besides, the orientation towards 
agricultural projects without conducting tech-
nical, financial and marketing studies - a feasi-
bility study - which greatly affects the desired 
return.

He added “A number of young people, in 
their approach to agricultural projects, rely 
on the financial aspect only. They ignore the 
specialized technical aspect. This affects the 
outputs of the projects. As many of them are 
ignorant of the use of modern means and tech-
nologies that save effort, money and workers.”

The Role of the Supporting Bodies in the 
Development of the Projects

On the importance of the role of the offi-
cial, concerned and supportive authorities in 
developing these projects, Eng. Muhammad 
Ali Mujam said that the concerned authorities 
should provide financial and technical support 
for such projects. As well as provide the nec-
essary facilities and incentives to encourage 
the establishment of agricultural projects and 
encourage partnership between the public and 
private sectors. In addition to address inaccu-
rate agricultural data and information, and poor 
post-harvest transactions by those in charge of 
agricultural projects; to meet market needs.

Agricultural Projects in Yemen: Challenges and Treatments

through several years ago. All that led to the de-
teriorated of his situation recently - like the rest 
of the world, which was affected by the Coro-
na pandemic - the search for food security has 
become very difficult, which would have con-
tributed to achieve the sustainable development 
goals of eradicating poverty and hunger.

 He also said that there is damage to the ag-
ricultural sector focused on the psychological 
aspect of the farmer whose lands were damaged 
as a result of high prices and the impact of tor-
rential torrents, which resulted in leaving work 
in the agricultural professions, selling land and 
migrating to other regions to create a new crisis.

He added to (Sawt Al-Amal), that striving 
to prepare the land for agriculture and provide 
water for agricultural production can only be 
achieved by relying on the main sources to 
provide water for agricultural lands, namely 
rainwater, on which the lands depend at a rate 
ranging between 47-48%, and on groundwater 
between 35-38%, then dependence on springs 
and available water, which is 10%. To look from 
the other side, we see that the climatic changes 
that have occurred at the level of the world and 
our country in particular had a positive impact 
from these changes in terms of rainfall. In coast-
al and mountainous areas in particular, where 
rainfall became annual, and some areas became 
pastoral benefiting livestock. All that contributes 
to improving animal production.”  According to 
Zamaki.

Al-Zamki continued, that during the past 
stages, torrential rains and the impact of hurri-
canes were taken advantage of, when the water 
system and facilities were integrated on the tor-
rents, but due to the impact of the conflict and 
climatic changes, they were not maintained in 
the required manner. This in turn affected their 
failure to work at the upper limit designed for 
them, but are currently working at a minimum.

He explained, that the system is a diversion 
dam that receives water in the valley and distrib-
utes it to the side channels of tens of kilome-
ters in length. Thus irrigates on the sides of the 
valley. These dams also reduce the flow in the 
valley, which are called handicap dams, which 
unfortunately also collapsed due to lack of main-
tenance .

Al-Zamki said "to address the situation in the 
irrigation sector, modern technologies must be 
introduced to contribute to increasing agricul-
tural production, rationalizing water use, and 
re-maintaining the integrated water system and 
facilities".

For his part, the Undersecretary of the Minis-
try of Agriculture, Irrigation and Fisheries for 
the Agricultural Services Sector, Amin Baqadir, 
told “Sawt Al-Amal” that the conflict and cli-
matic changes in some Yemeni regions had pro-
voked tampering with some agricultural lands, 
facilities and assets of the agricultural sector. 
Many valleys and agricultural lands were erod-
ed. Because of the torrential rains and floods that 

Yemen witnessed during the past few periods.
He added, that many of the supplies and 

equipment of the irrigation networks were also 
subjected to many damages due to the lack of 
continuous maintenance, erosion factors and 
climatic fluctuations. He also stressed that the 
official authorities, in coordination with the sup-
porting organizations, seeking to mitigate the 
damages of these factors on agricultural lands 
and to improve them to take advantage of im-
portant crops to supply the local market with 
various crops that reduce food insecurity.

Agriculture in Socotra
(Engineer Saad Al-Saqtri - a consultant with 

UNICEF, in the Watch, sector) said that the ag-
ricultural sector in Yemen is an important eco-
nomic tributary in the country. Unfortunately 
due to the unstable security conditions, climatic 
changes, and randomness in the process of bene-
fiting from selling agricultural land, contributed. 
In creating many challenges for the sector, solu-
tions must be developed to address them.

 He pointed out that in such circumstances, 
it is necessary to benefit from the agricultural 
sector for the process of self-sufficiency, which 
contributes to raise the citizen's income in a ma-
jor degree and supplying the state treasury with 
hard currency.

Al-Socotri reviewed the challenges facing 
the agricultural sector on the island of Socotra 
for the newspaper " Sawt Al-Amal", by saying 

" There are difficulties represented in the lack of 
capabilities for farmers on the island, which con-
sists of means of plowing and irrigation networks 
that provide water in a safe way and others".

 He added, that the agricultural crops that are 
grown on the island are (green tomatoes, on-
ions, green beans, watermelons, bananas, and 
guavas), whose production is low due to lack 
of resources. There is support provided to the 
agricultural sector on the island by some orga-
nizations. But it was not at the level required to 
focus on the process of encouraging agriculture 
in order to find a simple source of income.

In a report for the World Bank 2021, he con-
firmed that the Bank will provide an amount 
of 127 million dollars for a joint project aimed 
at combating the spread of extreme hunger in 
Yemen, and enhancing agricultural production 
in the short term, while enhancing the con-
tributions of agriculture in food security and 
economic activity in the long term. In order to 
build the capacities to manage food security, In 
partnership between the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the 
United Nations Development Program and the 
World Food Program.

 Qat... Overshadows the Agricultural Lands in Yemen
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In Yemen, many cash crops were fa-
mous for their high quality and economic 
returns, which have been linked to Yeme-
ni civilization throughout the ages.

Cash crops in Yemen vary between 
coffee, sesame, cotton, tobacco, and pea-
nuts. Their agricultural area varies in the 
Yemeni governorates. As well as the vol-
ume of production for each type.

Yemen, in the past, was a pioneer in the 
production of some agricultural crops, 
such as Yemeni coffee. It has recently 
regressed for many reasons and obvious 
challenges that need interventions.

Cash Crop Area and Production 
Volume

Regarding the most prominent Yemeni 
cash crops in the year 2021, their area 
and volume of production, “Sawt Al-
Amal” met Engineer Rushdi Al-Shabouti 
(Director of Plant Production at the Min-
istry of Agriculture and Irrigation), who 
took us on a tour to know about the most 
important cash crops. The most impor-
tant cash crops are as followed;

Cotton Crop
The area of   the cash crop (cotton) is 

determined in Al Hudaydah Governor-
ate (4323) hectares and the volume of 
production is (4798) tons. In Hajjah 
governorate the agricultural area of     cot-
ton is (47) hectares and the volume of 
production is (49) tons. However, in 
Lahj governorate the agricultural area of     
cotton is (562) hectares and the volume 
of production (618) tons. Moreover , in 
Abyan governorate, the agricultural area 
of   cotton is (1703) and production vol-
ume (1416) tons.

The cotton crop faces a number of 
challenges, including: the annual decline 
in its cultivation, the high production 
costs, the lack of cotton gins or they have 
become primitive, the state’s lack of in-
terest in the crop, farmers’ reluctance to 

grow cotton. In addition to the tendency 
to grow crops that are less expensive and 
faster in obtaining returns.

Regarding the interventions, Engineer 
Rushdi Al-Shabouti mentioned the most 
prominent once. The most important in-
terventions are providing gins, reducing 
production costs by controlling the prices 
of currency and agricultural inputs. Re-
ducing production costs in order to pro-
duce the price and to market policies that 
encourage farmers to grow cotton.

Tobacco Crop
The tobacco crop is distributed in Al 

Hudaydah governorate with an agricul-
tural area of   (8665) hectares. The volume 
of production is (17363) tons, and in 
Lahj governorate the agricultural area is 
(45) hectares and the volume of produc-
tion is (104) tons. In Abyan governorate 
the agricultural area is (36) hectares, the 
volume of production is (74) ) tons. In 
Hadhramaut governorate, the agricultur-
al area is (504) hectares, and the volume 
of production is (1289) tons. The agricul-
tural area of   the tobacco crop in Shabwa 
governorate is (72) hectares, and the vol-
ume of production is (162) tons. In Al-
Mahra Governorate, the agricultural area 
is (30) hectares, and the volume of pro-
duction is (33) tons. However, in Aden 
Governorate, the agricultural area is (69) 
hectares, and the volume of production is 
(96) tons. 

For the most important challenges fac-
ing the cultivation of the tobacco crop, 
Engineer Rushdi summarized them in the 
following; the complete absence of the 
state towards this crop, the high produc-
tion costs, and the adoption of traditional 
methods in dealing with the product, 
which affects the quality. He added that 
the most important required interven-
tions are reducing production costs by 
controlling the prices of the national cur-
rency against the dollar, providing guid-
ance services, and improving methods of 
dealing with the tobacco leaf product.

Peanut Crop
In Al-Mahwit Governorate, the agri-

cultural area is (44) hectares. The vol-
ume of production is (27) tons. Lahij 
governorate has the agricultural area of   
peanuts (169) hectares. The volume of 
production is (152) tons. As for the Aby-
an governorate, the agricultural area is 
(1856) hectares, and the volume of pro-
duction is (1290) ton.

As for the most prominent challenges 
that were explained by Al-Shabouti, 
the director of plant production. High 
production costs is the most prominent 
challenge. As a result of the high prices 
of fuels and the prices of agricultural 
inputs. The difficulties in transporting ir-
rigation water through irrigation canals 
(ferries and water fountains) that lead to 
the failure to benefit effectively from the 
annual torrential flows. The weakness of 
services and preventive instructions.

As for the most important required in-
terventions that Al-Shabouti mentioned, 
are the state’s intervention in reduc-
ing fuel prices, by supporting farmers 
through the Encouragement Fund, reha-
bilitating the traditional irrigation sys-
tem, re-maintenance of dams and canals, 
providing preventive guidance services, 
and stopping the deterioration of the na-
tional currency. All that lead to a drop in 
the prices of all commodities of fuel and 
inputs.

Sesame Crop
The agricultural area of   the sesame crop 

in Al-Hodeidah governorate is (10750) 
hectares and the production volume is 
(6403) tons. In Ibb governorate the ag-
ricultural area is (137) hectares, and the 
volume of production is 127 tons. How-
ever in Taiz governorate the agricultural 
area of   the sesame crop is (303) hectares 
and the volume of production is (297) ) 
tons. While Ma’rib governorate has an 
agricultural area of   3,332 hectares, and a 
production volume of 3,329 tons.

In Hajjah governorate, the agricultural 
area of sesame crop is (544) hectares and 
production volume (484) tons. In Al-
Bayda governorate the agricultural area 
is (309) hectares and production volume 
is (292) tons. In Lahj governorate, it ag-
ricultural area (470) hectares and produc-
tion volume (507) tons.

The sesame crop is also distributed in 

the Abyan governorate. The agricultural 
area is 3692 hectares and the production 
volume is (3720) tons. In Hadhramaut 
governorate the agricultural area is (823) 
hectares and the production volume is 
(831) tons. While  Al-Jawf governorate 
has the agricultural area (1702) and the 
production volume (1708) tons. In Shab-
wa governorate, the agricultural area is 
1384 hectares and the production volume 
is (1794) tons. In Raymah the agricultur-
al area is 52 hectares and the production 
volume is (55) tons.

Coffee Crop
 As for the agricultural area of   the cof-

fee crop, in Al-Hodeidah governorate 
(1020) hectares and production volume 
(666) tons, and in Sana’a governorate 
agricultural area (10961) hectares and 
production volume (7547) tons. While 
Dhamar governorate agricultural area 
(298) hectares, production volume (490) 
tons.  In Ibb Governorate, the agricultural 
area is (1093) hectares, the production 
volume is (561) tons. As for Taiz gov-
ernorate, the agricultural area is (479) 
hectares and the volume of production 
is (319) tons. In Hajjah governorate the 
agricultural area is 2440 hectares and the 
volume of production is (1461) tons. In 
Saada governorate the agricultural area 
is (3322) hectares and the volume of 
production is (1659) tons. However, in 
Al Mahwit Governorate, the agricultural 
area is (2821) hectares, and the produc-
tion volume is (1148) tons.

Coffee and Qat Conflict
The cultivation of qat tree has affected 

the coffee tree. The qat tree is considered 
a problem. The farmers tended to grow 

qat instead of coffee, because qat yields 
faster. Moreover, the coffee tree needs 
four to five years to produce. The farmer 
has to spend on it for five years in order 
to produce. This requires capital ,accord-
ing to agricultural engineer Mansour.

He added that qat has a quick yield, as 
it is produced from the first year. Even its 
price is more expensive than the price of 
coffee; This is because qat is consumed 
directly, and does not need to be dried, 
stored, marketed, or sold to merchants 
through stages from one city to another 
and from one merchant to another. There-
fore, qat cultivation expanded greatly. At 
the last statistic in 2018, qat cultivation 
amounted to nearly 200 thousand hect-
ares. While the area of   coffee cultivation 
did not exceed 30 thousand hectares.

Sheikh Majid Al-Rumaim ( the owner 
of a coffee farm) said “The most impor-
tant problems he faces in coffee cultiva-
tion are the low level of production, the 
lack of full understanding of diseases, and 
flood irrigation. He believed that women 
have the ability to bring the coffee tree 
back to life. He said in the past, the qat 
tree affected the coffee tree. Now they 
have begun to uproot some qat trees in 
some governorates. Activating the wom-
en’s role in coffee cultivation is impor-
tant because women are good in dealing 
with this crop. They also, have patience 
for the ripening of the crop.

Economic Impact
Engineer Mansour said “ The reason 

farmers tend to grow qat is to search for 
profit; Therefore, there must be an ori-
entation for the state to grow coffee. It 
should provide guidance and encourage 
scientific research on the multiplication 
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Cotton Is a Wealth that  Needs to Take a Serious StandCash crops are one of the pillars of economic prog-
ress, being a source of external income in developed 
countries, and improving the standard of living in de-
veloping countries.

The commercial cash crop is known as the agricultur-
al product that the farmer benefits from selling instead 
of for subsistence consumption within the family.
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of good coffee asset. As well as market-
ing the purchase of coffee from farms 
directly at a high price that benefits the 
farmer, and providing modern machinery, 
as the processes of harvesting, drying and 
storage. All that processes occur in primi-
tive ways, as no modern machine has en-
tered this field. These are obstacles.

Additionally, coffee needs fertile, well-
drained soil that does not retain water 
too much. So, it will not cause root rot.  
Among the obstacles are also marketing, 
primitive methods, economic returns and 
the small areas in which coffee is grown. 
When the farmer has a few trees and har-
vests them at one time, this is a very big 
mistake, as the coffee must be left until 
its color turns red. But harvesting it while 
it is green will affects the quality of the 
coffee. If  the farmer has large agricul-
tural areas, he will reap only the matured 
ones.

Treatments
Engineer Mansour added that if the 

coffee tree is planted in a proper way, 
and provided with good nutrition. All the 
appropriate conditions are provided to 
it, this tree will produce approximately 
40 kilos. If all these conditions are not 
available or are provided in a bad way, 
the production will decrease. For these 
reasons, we find that the coffee tree today 
produces between five to ten kilos.

Pointing out that there is a difference 
between the highest production and the 
lowest production. It is necessary for the 
state to direct towards guidance, purchas-
ing, providing marketing, exporting and 
contracting with international companies 
for import. It the farmer  do not take into 
account all of the above. He will not get 

any benefit. His produces are considered 
as a hobby. The farmer sees coffee as a 
secondary crop and not a main one. So, 
you will not find a farmer whose entire 
farm planted with coffee. The reason is 
that he does not benefit from the coffee 
tree. As he is looking for a profit.

 The agricultural engineer Mansour 
added that coffee cultivation needs mois-
ture, so it is grown at an altitude of 800 
meters to 2000 meters above sea level, 
meaning that the large coastal areas such 
as: Hadramout, Abyan, Lahj and Tihama 
are not suitable for coffee cultivation. If 
they are planted, the quality of production 
is poor. The suitable areas for coffee cul-
tivation are the middle areas between the 
mountains of Taiz, Ibb, Dhamar and Wes-
ab. Coffee does not tolerate cold, as the 
leaves may fall if it is too cold; Because 
it bears between 20-27 degrees Celsius. 
There are areas in Yemen where the tem-
perature reaches less than 10-20 degrees 
Celsius. In this case the coffee may suffer 
from leaf fall as in Dhamar Governorate.

Engineer Mansour stated that the pH of 
the soil must be ph (salinity and acidity), 
and coffee bears the scale in which the ph 
is (6-7). But in Yemen most of the lands 
ph above 7, some of them reach 8 or 9. 
This affects the quality of coffee produc-
tion. The suitable soil (ph of 6_ 7) is good 
for producing high quality coffee.

“If there is an interest in potassium fer-
tilization, it will help the quality of the 
coffee,” he continued. There are coun-
tries that competed with Yemeni coffee; 
Because its lands were volcanic, and it 
had a high percentage of potassium; So 
they outperformed somewhat. If Yemeni 
farmers add potassium while growing 
coffee tree, they would get coffee with 

high quality and good amount. As the at-
mosphere in Yemen is appropriate. Which 
made other countries better in their inter-
est in covering other aspects such as fer-
tilization, proper nutrition, proper irriga-
tion, proper shade, so it is  planted under 
banana trees.”

He concluded his talk about the coffee 
cash crop, by saying “ Yemen has sur-
passed some countries with its natural cli-
mate, but other countries have provided 
other capabilities such as fertilization, 
excellent varieties, providing modern 
machines. Using appropriate methods in 
collecting the crop, drying and storing. 
As these are all matters that affect the 
production and the quality of the coffee, 
the improper harvesting and the improp-
er drying and storage. It causes mold to 
invade the coffee and cause molds. This 
affects the quality of production and the 
quality of the coffee”.

Cotton Crop Problems and Solutions
In a report submitted by the Koud Sta-

tion for Agricultural Research - Depart-
ment of Field Crops to Dr. Muhammad 
Salem Al-Khasha, a copy of which was 
obtained by “Sawt Al-Amal”. The report 
indicated that one of the most important 
problems facing cotton cultivation is the 
lack of responsible parties to purchase the 
cotton crop.

The report stated that one of the prob-
lems of cotton cultivation is the low price 
and its inconsistency with the interna-
tional price. The average cotton gin lo-
cated in Lahij (Sabr) was stopped. Even 
the seizure of the lands belonging to it. 
The increase in agricultural inputs and 
the cost of labor. So the farmer resorts to 
other crops that are less costly and more 

profitable, the control of commercial 
companies related to cotton trade, mar-
keting and ginning. The deterioration of 
the flood irrigation networks in the areas 
of cultivation.

The report also stated that the cessa-
tion of spinning and weaving factories is 
one of the problems facing the interest in 
cotton. Because the textile industries will 
contribute to the export of spun yarns, and 
the state has not shown sufficient interest 
in cotton cultivation in the recent period. 

The report presented a number of prior-
ity solutions, including the establishment 
of a laboratory for all the characteristics 
and qualitative characteristics of the cot-
ton crop by providing modern staple de-
vices that show the quality of cotton fibers 
and their global status, and continuing 
the breeding and improvement programs 
aimed at obtaining varieties with high 
productivity and quality. The solutions 
are to benefit from the successful expe-
riences of neighboring Arab countries in 
the cultivation of cotton, in the content 
of the policy of cotton cultivation. Their 
experiences can be benefited from af-
ter studying and analyzing the reality of 
Yemen, and issuing a decision from the 
competent authorities to make the cotton 
crop a major crop in the installation of the 
crop in its cultivation areas.

Cash crops remain an important tribu-
tary to the state’s economy. It is necessary 
for the concerned authorities to take care 
of them. Dr. Muhammad Salem Al-Kha-
sha ( the Director General of Al-Koud 
Research Station - Abyan) said  that the 
General Authority for Agricultural Re-
search and Extension did not provide 
anything worth mentioning at this time. 
Before 2015 the sums are set aside for the 

maintenance and improvement of the cot-
ton project, amounting to nine million; In 
order to preserve the rows of the offspring 
and the seed of the breeder for each of the 
two long-staple cotton cultivars (Maalem 
2000), and the medium-staple cotton va-
riety (Acala SG-2).

 Dr. Muhammad Al-Khasha “ The Gen-
eral Authority for Agricultural Research 
and Extension added that they currently 
issuing a decision to have its headquarters 
in (Al- Koud Abyan). A commission has 
been issued for Dr. Abdullah Alwan, to be 
the head of the authority and Dr. Muham-
mad Salem Al-Khasha to be the represen-
tative. But these decisions are just ink on 
paper.

The Economic Impact of the Cash 
Crops

The national economy suffers from 
many problems, and the collapse of the 
national currency against the dollar has 
left an imbalance in all economic sectors, 
including the agricultural sector, which 
originally suffers from many challenges 
as a result of the accumulation of years 
of neglect. According to the Director of 
Plant Production at the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Rushdi Al-Shabouti who stressed 
“Unless the state takes serious steps to 
control the currency and stop its collapse 
and restore life to the Yemeni riyal, the ag-
ricultural sector will not recover, as prices 
are constantly rising every day, including 
agricultural inputs and fuels. Which leads 
to high production costs and the inability 
of farmers to keep up with this rise.

Adding, that the role of international 
donor or support organizations is limited, 
in the past few years the focus has been 
on the relief aspect with some small inter-
ventions that do not touch the essence of 
the advancement and development of this 
sector.Commenting, in Aden, the Minis-
try of Agriculture, Irrigation and Fisher-
ies issued decisions seeking to rearrange 
the situation of the ministry, review the 
activities of supporting organizations, and 
pressure towards implementing sustain-
able commercial infrastructure projects, 
whether with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), the World Bank or 
the International Organization for Agri-
cultural Development. In addition to the 
government’s follow-up to move some 
related files in the agricultural sector.

The Situation of Cash Crops in Yemen... The   Challenges and the Required InterventionsThe Situation of Cash Crops in Yemen... The   Challenges and the Required Interventions
Yemeni Coffee Is a Civilization that Refuses to Disappear

Cotton Is a Wealth that  Needs to Take a Serious Stand

Tobacco Tobacco Cotton Cotton 



Issue No (24) - 15/1/2022 The File10

By: Arwad Al-Khatib 
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

In this meeting, we discuss the current situation of the 
agricultural sector and the role of the relevant authorities 
in its development with Hussein Al-Suhaili - Head of Tam-
deen Youth Foundation- Coordinator of Recovery plan and 
Economic Empowerment Program among civil society or-
ganizations, donors, the government and the private sector 
in Yemen.

On the most important programs specialized in develop-
ing the agricultural sector, namely the implemented ones, 
Al-Suhaili pointed out that the agricultural sector relies 
heavily on the government for its financing in the pre-con-
flict period. Yet, in the midst of the conflict and the ongo-
ing economic crisis, the government has not provided any 
assistance to reduce the cost. For this, some farmers turned 
to solar energy to meet their own electricity needs, and the 
rest are not able to bear the costs. The current conditions 
have contributed to reducing the opportunities to export ag-
ricultural products, which affected the income of farmers.

Agriculture remains the most important economic re-
source in Yemen if it is properly invested. Due to ongoing 
conflict, it has been severely affected, diminishing liveli-
hood opportunities. The country relies heavily on com-
mercial imports to meet the requirements of domestic con-
sumption of wheat, which is the staple grain.

Al-Suhaili said that the country's agricultural sector cur-
rently provides only about 15% to 20 % of food needs due 
to limited agricultural land, lack of water resources, and 
poor agricultural practices, which have been exacerbated 
by years of conflict, high fuel prices, and water scarcity.  

Being the Coordinator of the Humanitarian Action Lo-
calization Initiative to improve the humanitarian response 
mechanism in Yemen, Al-Suhaili confirmed that the UN-
led Humanitarian Response Plans (HRPs) has taken inter-
est in food security in Yemen since 2015, by providing food 
baskets, which are a major food source for more than a 
third of Yemeni families, and to a lesser extent, food vouch-
ers and cash transfers, with limited support for livelihoods 
and seeds.

In 2017, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) provided agricultural assistance to 
600,000 Yemeni farmers.

Regarding the possibility of taking advantage of modern 

experiences in other countries, such as soilless farming, Al-
Suhaili mentioned that hydroponics first began in Yemen in 
2013. It was carried by the two brothers, named Othman 
Sudan and Sultan Sudan, from the village of «Al Sudan», 
Dhibin district, Amran governorate, which is 50 km north-
west of Sana'a.

 In 2016, hydroponics expanded in many areas north of 
Sana’a. In the Bani Al-Harith area of   Sana’a governorate, 
the farmer Abdul Karim Al-Katf planted cucumbers in the 
first season.

 He further added that at the site of the farm research in 
the "Al-Ara" area in Sana’a, tomato plant was grown using 
hydroponics technology in three seasons.

In the Al-Hasaba area of   the capital, Sana’a, the farmer 
Fatima Al-Tawqi implemented the hydroponic technology 
and succeeded in planting strawberries and tomatoes. Such 
technology produced good crops from the first season.

According to experts from the Agricultural Research 
Station in Sana'a, the hydroponics technology is charac-
terized by efficient water use, and greatly saves irrigation 
water, up to about 70% of the amount of water used in tra-
ditional agriculture.

In terms of productivity, it is high. Research station stud-
ies indicate that the productivity of hydroponics is more 
than twice that of soil farming, especially for tomatoes, 
cucumbers, peppers and eggplant.

Al-Suhaili said that donors, civil society organizations in 
Yemen, the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, and the 
rest of the concerned authorities can generalize the technol-
ogy of hydroponics without soil, through the following:

• Launching awareness campaigns on the impor-
tance of soilless farming or hydroponics, because of their 
high returns that cover the needs of farms, and saves water 
consumption and rationalization of water use.

• Implementing and financing of training pro-
grams and field days for specialists and farmers in the field 
of hydroponics under greenhouses.

• Financing the proposals of local organizations 
in Yemen to implement hydroponics projects, supporting 
farmers by providing the necessary materials and capabili-
ties, and conducting training courses for them in this tech-
nology.

Regarding the extent of benefit of the implemented 
United Nations programs in Yemen, he said, FAO, which 
has been active in Yemen since 1974, is responsible for 
supporting agricultural livelihoods as part of improving 

food security and nutrition. Its plan of action 2018-2020 
begun implementing long-term interventions aimed at 
complementing the HRPs’ short-term activities through a 
“twin-track” approach, , including emergency support and 
livelihoods restoration, plus coordination through its role 
as co-lead of the FSAC with the WFP. The Plan’s annual 
Emergency Livelihood Response Plans (ELRP) detail spe-
cific 12-month interventions.

He stressed that many of the food security and agricul-
tural livelihood activities of the World Bank, FAO, WFP, 
and other FSAC actors are barely distinguishable from 
each other – and they all resemble the promoted activi-
ties of the Early Recovery Cluster and FSAC in pre-2015 
HRPs. Essentially, there is nothing new about the strategies 
and modalities of food security and livelihood responses 
between “humanitarian” livelihood interventions and those 
classed as “development” or “nexus”, despite a worsening 
situation and recurrent famine forecasts.

Regarding the role played by civil society organizations 
in the field of agricultural development and the difficulties 
and obstacles they face, the head of Tamdeen Youth Foun-
dation explained that there is no evidence of a real partner-
ship with local civil society organizations in Yemen, and 
that the humanitarian and development efforts led by the 
international community have made little progress towards 
enabling local organizations and civil society to deliver aid 
according to their expertise and communities’ desires.

By: Samah Emlaak
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

 Sawt Al-amal newspaper hold an inter-
view with Engineer Yehia Idris, special-
ized engineer in agricultural irrigation, 
thhrough which he listed the most im-
portant challenges facing the agricultural 
sector in Yemen in general and Ibb in par-
ticular.

 Yehia said: "The economic embargo 
imposed on Yemen due to the current 
situation is one of the most important 
challenges facing the agricultural sector. 

Yemen is experiencing great difficulty in 
obtaining any equipment that is not avail-
able locally, as well as spare parts for the 
available equipment cannot be purchased. 
Many stores for foodstuffs and for refrig-
eration have been damaged. ".

Engineer Yehia added: Roads blocking 
between the Yemeni governorates has be-
come an obstacle to the agricultural sector 
in the country. It has become difficult for 
farmers and sellers to transport crops and 
sell them in the markets, which creates a 
gap in prices and makes the purchasing 
process impossible among citizens in a 
city like Ibb, Aden or Hadhramout. The 

crisis of oil derivatives and their high 
prices have exacerbated the suffering of 
Yemeni farmers and consumers alike.

Qat Cultivation
Yehia elaborated: "The qat tree domi-

nates the agricultural landscape in Yemen 
and causes great damage to the soil, as 
many farmers use pesticides that cause 
soil deterioration. Many Yemeni farmers 
tended to cultivate qat instead of impor-
tant cash crops such as Yemeni coffee, 
grains, fruits and vegetables.”

For Idris, it is unfortunate to see well-
known bottoms in Ibb, such as Alhaql and 

Jahran, being invaded by qat trees. He 
hopes that opinion-makers and decision-
makers will take measures to prevent its 
further spread as much as possible and 
raise awareness among landowners to cul-
tivate their old crops.

Idris confirmed that the agricultural 
extension sector has worked hard to 
implement awareness campaigns, but he 
believes that this problem needs a firm 
decision by the local authorities to pre-
vent the cultivation of the qat tree. How-
ever, before that local authorities should 
encourage farmers who uprooted it and 
planted coffee or any useful food crops in 

its place. This support should be financial 
and moral, as this tree drains the ground-
water and destroys the soil.

Vision
Eng. Idris presented the future vision 

of the agricultural sector by saying: They 
are trying to make plans to overcome the 
consequences caused by the conflict, and 
to overcome the obstacles that the agricul-
tural sector is going through at all levels.

He pointed out that the community ini-
tiatives that work to implement a large 
part of the activity represented in the 
implementation of agricultural projects 

Agricultural Production in Yemen Contributes about a Quarter of the Local Needs
Hydroponics Saves 70% of the Water Used in Conventional Agriculture

The Main Challenges Facing the   Agricultural Sector
“We are Looking forward to the Return of Yemen’s Former   Glory as the World's Largest Coffee Exporter”

Hussein Al-Suhaili - Head of Tamdeen Youth Foundation- Coordinator of Recovery 
plan and Economic Empowerment Program among civil society organizations, donors, 
the government and the private sector in Yemen.

In September of this year 2021, civil society organiza-
tions in Yemen launched the initiative (Localization of 
Humanitarian Action and Improvement of Humanitarian 
Response Mechanisms) within the framework of the Grand 
Bargain, emanating from the 2016 World Humanitarian 
Summit, which is an important step. International aid agen-
cies are still reluctant to relinquish their authority and pa-
ternalistic tone, despite their pledges to donors to localize 
humanitarian action—that is, to shift resources and influ-
ence from international organizations to local and national 
organizations. In practice, however, instead of genuine lo-
calization, international agencies often design a project and 
hand it to a local entity with pre-selected activities to im-
plement. Therefore, it is necessary to support the endeavors 
of local organizations in Yemen to localize humanitarian 
work, improve humanitarian response mechanisms, and 
enable local leadership and equitable partnerships that will 
ensure more appropriate and sustainable solutions to the 
sensitive structural factors affecting food security and ag-
riculture in Yemen.

On the most important solutions and treatments that 
is important in light of the current conditions, Al-Suhaili 
stated that it is necessary to localize humanitarian work in 
Yemen, improve humanitarian response mechanisms that 
will strengthen the triple nexus of humanitarian-develop-
ment-peace, support the establishment of an agricultural 
investment fund in Yemen, provide funding  for agricul-
tural small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), develop 
value chain, promote food safety, manage natural resource, 
adapt to climate change, provide funding for agricultural 
equipment and production inputs., provide farmers with the 
training and consultation necessary to enhance the quality 
of their products, utilize renewable energy sources, taking 
into account some of the necessary considerations to pre-
vent the excessive use of scarce water resources in Yemen.

He adds: It is also important to invest in sustainable 
forms of securing water sources and limiting their exces-
sive use. These inputs can include individual investments 
(such as water tanks) and larger infrastructure projects 
(such as building dams to conserve rainwater). Further-
more, it is important to use modern means to increase pro-
duction and export of Yemeni honey and coffee. The pro-
duction of two of Yemen’s most famous products should be 
scaled up, and exports expanded to more foreign markets. 
A value chain also needs to be developed for both prod-
ucts, and rural financial services need to be tailored to meet 
the needs of smallholder farmers and the most vulnerable, 
especially women and youth. Providing credit to the rural 
population, strengthening the microfinance sector in Ye-
men, and promoting agricultural industrialization are also 
of high importance.

The agricultural sector is an important economic re-
source in Yemen, as about 75% of the population lives in 
rural areas and about 54% of the population works in this 
sector.

Throughout history, agriculture was, and is still, one of 
the most important pillars of economic activities despite 
the significant decline in the production of the agricultural 
sector for various reasons. Today, this production covers 
only less than a quarter of the needs, and the rest is im-
ported from abroad. Specialists attribute the reasons to the 
change in the living patterns of the population, the search 
for quick wins, which have contributed to the significant 
expansion of qat cultivation at the expense of grains, the 
lack of government plans capable of promoting the agri-
cultural sector, water shortage, and climate change.
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Modern organic farming was devel-
oped as a response to the environmen-
tal harm caused by the use of chemical 
pesticides and synthetic fertilizers in 
conventional agriculture. Modern or-
ganic farming has numerous ecologi-
cal benefits to avoid diseases caused 
by chemicals that always consider 
short-term profit, and often neglect the 
health and vitality of farmers and con-
sumers, as well as of the environment 
around them. 

History of Organic Farming
According to a report published 

by I Believe in Science website on 
April 29, 2019, the concept of organ-
ic agriculture was developed in the 
early 1900s by Sir Albert Howard, 
F.H. King, Rudolf Steiner, and others 
who believed that the use of animal 
manures (often made into compost), 
cover crops, crop rotation, and biolog-
ically based pest controls resulted in a 
better farming system. 

The report mentioned that the de-
mand for organic food was stimu-
lated in the 1960s by the publication 
of Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson, 
which documented the extent of envi-
ronmental damage caused by insecti-
cides. Locally, Engineer Sanad Amin 
Abduljalil, consultant in horticulture 
and techniques at the Agriculture Of-
fice in Ibb Governorate, pointed out 
that organic agriculture in Yemen is as 
old as the Yemeni human being. The 
Yemeni farmer has worked to fertilize 
his land with healthy natural fertiliz-
ers based on animal and plant waste, 
and he has not used chemical fertiliz-
ers and harmful pesticides except for 
a period not more than two decades.

Engineer Sanad added that sales of 
organic food have increased during 
the past two decades in Yemen thanks 
to the enhancement of environmental 
awareness among Yemeni farmers

Organic Farming and Greenhouses
Engineer Sanad Abduljalil ex-

plained to “Sawt Al-Amal “the im-
portance of greenhouses for organic 

farming, saying that they provide 
a suitable environment for plant's 
growth. However, their costs are high- 
to some extent- due to the high prices 
of agricultural fertilizers, oil deriva-
tives, and modern technologies that 
these greenhouses need to functions 
properly.

He emphasized that greenhous-
es protect plants and make farmers 
able to produce whatever vegetables 
in the off-season. Farmers, who use 
these modern technologies, can pro-
duce both summer and winter crops, 
as greenhouses control the factors 
surrounding them, such as sun, heat, 
frost, water and wind.

In this regard, farmer Noman Ha-
mid, owner of a greenhouse, Wadi 
Al-Dhabab, Taiz, said that his project 
exhausted him financially by provid-
ing iron, plastic, irrigation networks, 
fertilizers and seedlings, but it quickly 
brought him abundant livelihood and 
paid off his debts.

Noman grows a number of products 
in his greenhouses, such as tomatoes, 
cucumbers, olives, and coffee. He cul-
tivates throughout the year and saves 
his crops in appropriate storage un-
til the market needs them. He reaps 
abundant profits due to the popularity 
and increasing demand of his off- sea-
son vegetables.

Organic Agricultural Products in 
Yemen

After importing strawberries for a 
long time, it is now available through-

out the year in Sana'a, Dhamar, and 
Ibb. The country has achieved self-suf-
ficiency in organically grown and 
healthy vegetables such as potatoes, 
cucumbers, tomatoes, eggplant, and 
others, from fruits such as pomegran-
ate, grapes, apples and oranges, and 
from grains such as corn and wheat, 
according to the Department of Agri-
culture Office, Ibb Governorate.

Farmer Hourieh Mohammed from 
Al-Mashnah District, Al-Odein, point-
ed out that most of the residents in her 
area have tended to reclaim their aban-
doned agricultural lands, as self-popu-
lar initiatives to fill the shortage and 
achieve food security.

Hourieh confirmed that most of 
what she grows with her neighbors 
are natural agricultural products that 
depend on organic fertilizer. They 
keep away from chemicals that cause 
environmental harm to both the coun-
try and its people.

Benefits of Organic Farming
Imran Hilal, the official spokesman 

for the Health Office in Ibb, explained 
that organic farming helps the com-
munity get rid of human and animal 
waste whose accumulation- without 
using them in soil fertilization- leads 
to the spread of bacterial, viral and 
parasitic diseases, worm infestation in 

cattle (as primary host) and this dis-
ease also affects humans (as  second-
ary host.) Thus, according to Hilal, 
when farmers rely on organic manure, 
they help their community get rid of 
health diseases - society is better off 
without them- and take advantage of 
them to fertilize and reform the soil. 

Hilal further added that the farm-
er's reliance on chemical pesticides 
and industrial fertilizers fills tthe fruit 
with toxins that expose the consumer 
to food poisoning as the least of the 
consequences.

He also confirmed that organic 
farming saves costs, speeds up the 
production process, and keeps the en-

vironment clean and free from infec-
tious diseases. Imran concluded that 
farmers should look for other means 
away from industrial and chemical 
ones - as much as possible, and ad-
here to safety guidelines and labeled 
dosing instructions. He also advised 
every farmer to stick to the traditional 
methods that Yemenis have used since 
ancient times. Organic fertilizers, con-
tain plant- or animal-based waste, are 
the healthiest and safest method for 
a healthy environment and thus for 
healthy people with strong immunity 
that resists the most severe incurable 
diseases that the Yemeni citizen suf-
fers from today.

Issue No (24) - 15/1/2022  The File 11

Organic Farming as a Safe Alternative to Food in Yemen
Organic farming is an agricultural system that uses 

ecologically based pest controls and biological fertil-
izers derived largely from animal and plant wastes 
and nitrogen-fixing cover crops. 

The Main Challenges Facing the   Agricultural Sector
“We are Looking forward to the Return of Yemen’s Former   Glory as the World's Largest Coffee Exporter”

between farmers each other.
Specialized associations have been es-

tablished on the basis that they are grain 
producers association to reduce the slaugh-
ter of female animals and their young.

He continued that citizens are proud of 
slaughtering and eating young calves and 
sheep, and Engineer Idris believes that the 
problems they face in the agricultural sec-
tor are divided into two parts: animal prob-
lems and agricultural problems. The first 
has to do with diseases and epidemics, and 
the other with smuggled pesticides.

The Role of the Agricultural Offices and 

Plant Quarantine 
They should track down, capture and 

transfer smugglers to the judicial authori-
ties, intensify control over pesticide deal-
ers, as well as encourage the cultivation of 
coffee and provide farmers with subsidized 
seedlings at low prices. Currently, the of-
fice plans to produce one million coffee 
seedlings, which will be distributed among 
farmers. It will be sold at prices not ex-
ceeding 200 Yemeni riyals, equivalent to 3 
US dollars.

There is communication with many 
bodies such as the GIZ and the Red Cross, 
and many other organizations supporting 

the agricultural sector to provide farmers 
with modern irrigation networks used to 
compensate for the water shortage. We are 
looking forward to the return of Yemen’s 
former glory as the world's largest coffee 
exporter.

Idris said: "Agriculture makes an effec-
tive contribution to the recovery of the lo-
cal economy through providing the country 
with food, it reduces the economy's bill and 
provides hard currency for all agricultural 
products. For example, Holland's economy 
is based on roses, and one of the countries 
where the level of per capita income is high 
is Australia, where its economy is based on 

Livestock.
In conclusion, Engineer Yahya Idris as-

serted that to help improve Yemeni agricul-
tural production, Yemeni farmers should 
introduce modern technologies and adhere 
to the instructions and guidelines written 
on the pesticide package, and research 
bodies should also produce high-produc-
tivity varieties that provide us with the ag-
ricultural area with the largest amount of 
production in the least unit area, as well as 
exports should be in suitable packages that 
preserve agricultural products so that they 
do not spoil while on their way to foreign 
markets.

Engineer Sanad Abduljalil

Engineer Yehia Idris



By: Hanin Al-Wahesh
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

•  What is the mechanism used to im-
prove agricultural production and provide 
food security?

When talking about the mechanism used 
to increase and improve agricultural produc-
tion, we can say that the mechanism focuses 
on achieving high levels of food security 
based on local agricultural food production, 
supporting efforts to combat poverty in the 
rural community, protecting the environment 
and natural resources, and activating commu-
nity participation to ensure sustainability.

To achieve food security, it is very nec-
essary to increase agricultural production 
through supporting agricultural research, 
strengthening the rain-fed system, improving 
local breeds, and providing drought-resistant 
fodder.

Regarding securing food and increasing 
agricultural production, it is necessary to 
preserve water resources by rehabilitating 
diversion dams and damaged irrigation ca-
nals in all governorates, exploiting the rainy 
season in building reservoirs and barriers in 
all valleys according to an approved strate-
gic plan, implementing strategies to improve 
water use, and introducing modern irrigation 
systems to reduce water loss, in coordination 
with the relevant authorities. 

Furthermore, introducing a learning and 
participatory planning program to carry out 
projects, either in rural areas or cities, by 
identifying the needs and priorities of the 

community itself. Accordingly it is possible 
to come up with development plans towards 
Arab agricultural integration until 2030, 
promoting integrated national development 
planning in Yemen and the Arab region in 
general.

• What measures should the agricultural 
sector take to alleviate poverty?

In order to alleviate poverty, the country 
must work to encourage investment in the ag-
ricultural sector, put agriculture at the fore-
front of the national agenda and among the 
promising sectors that are of great importance 
in improving national economy, improve the 
sector’s information system, strengthen agri-
cultural value chains and access to markets, 
and develop post-harvest technologies.

• What are the problems faced by the 
agricultural sector at the present time?

The most prominent problems and chal-
lenges facing the agricultural sector today 
are the poor institutional performance of the 
sector, the lack of legislation and institution-
al coordination, the limited arable land, the 
scarcity of water, hence the low production, 
the insufficient support policies for small 
farmers, the increasing pressure on agricul-
tural resources of land and water, and the 
increasing demand for agricultural commod-
ities, the poor efficiency of irrigation method 
for rainwater harvesting, the poor mainte-
nance of agricultural terraces, low soil fertil-
ity, weak agricultural research and extension 
programs and marketing systems, and the ab-
sence of accurate and integrated information 

and statistical data on agriculture.
Among the challenges are also the lack of 

financial resources, the low private invest-
ment due to weak incentives and poor facili-
ties, the limited role of farmers’ organizations 
and agricultural lending, the lack of adequate 
training and awareness programs, particular-
ly those directed at rural women to develop 
their participation in agricultural develop-
ment, and  the preservation of the environ-
ment and natural resources.

• What measures will the ministry take 
to address the problems of agriculture?

Measures to be taken are within 2022 in-
vestment program that aims to address stalled 
projects and put forward plans for new and 
sustainable projects that will benefit the agri-
cultural sector and the ministry.

• What was the extent of the damage 
caused to the agricultural sector during 
the conflict, and what projects were pre-
sented during this period?

We do not have complete statistics about 
the extent of damage in the agricultural sec-
tor, and the ministry has not implemented 
any projects since 2015.

• How do you evaluate the role of or-

ganizations and supporting bodies in im-
proving and developing the agricultural 
sector?

For some time now, organizations have 
been working on emergency projects in the 
agricultural sector, which are temporary proj-
ects for a short period that benefit small farm-
ers in some districts of some governorates, 
but they are not sustainable development 
projects.

Currently, the ministry has ambitions to 
fund large and sustainable projects that con-
tribute to the development process. These 
ambitions will be embodied in the investment 
program for 2022, which includes a plan for 
new and stalled projects.

The total cost of these projects amounted 
to 367 million dollars and eight billion Ye-
meni riyals.

The ministry will search for funding for 
the projects reflected in its plan, whether 
from the state, international organizations, 
or countries that finance some projects from 
their funds, especially stalled projects, such 
as: the Abu Dhabi Fund (Hassan Dam proj-
ect), the Kuwait Fund (the rural development 
project in Hadhramaut Governorate). The in-
vestment program aims to develop resources 
and make good use of them to meet the needs 
of the population and the national economy.

• What are the future plans for the agri-
cultural sector?

The future plans of the agricultural sector 
include the following programs and policies: 
Expanding the cultivation of wheat and other 
grains to improve the agricultural trade bal-
ance and fill the nutritional gap. For example, 
the country imports about 97% of wheat, and 
produces 3%, bearing in mind that the an-
nual need for an individual of wheat ranges 
between 140-150 kg, also improves livestock 
productivity with a focus on selection, health 
care and fodder resources, and gives greater 
importance to rural women to contribute to 
securing part of the food needs and eliminat-
ing poverty in rural areas.

It is necessary to encourage the cultiva-
tion of cash crops directed to the market in 
terms of raising the efficiency of production 
and marketing methods, improving the pro-
duction conditions and quality of rain-fed 

crops, increasing their yields by introducing 
modern techniques in rain-fed agriculture 
that are compatible with traditional practic-
es, increasing the capacity to use irrigation 
water by introducing appropriate irrigation 
techniques and systems to strike a balance 
between the available water and the increas-
ing water needs,  developing valleys through 
constructing water barriers, building small 
dams, and encouraging rainwater harvesting 
with the aim of developing surface water re-
sources and feeding groundwater basins.

Research programs should also be directed 
to serve the implementation of agricultural 
development goals, in order to raise the level 
of production and determine research priori-
ties. The focus of these programs should be 
directed towards activities that have a direct 
and rapid impact on increasing and improv-
ing production through research plans and 
programs. The government’s policy should 
also continue to encourage and develop the 
cooperative movement, increase popular par-
ticipation and private initiatives for groups 
and individuals, release freedom of competi-
tion in production and marketing to advance 
the agricultural sector, encourage farmers to 
shift towards cultivating basic and cash crops 
with an economic return equivalent to that of 
qat, rebuild the cotton gin (the cotton fiber 
machine), rehabilitate the textile factory and 
the tomato paste factory in the Al-Fayoush 
area, Lahj governorate, and encourage the 
expansion of coffee cultivation in areas of qat 
cultivation to gradually eradicate qat trees.

No plans or programs will be achieved ex-
cept by implementing the projects and treat-
ments provided by the Ministry’s investment 
program for 2022. This can be ascribed to 
the high price of diesel fuel, which led many 
farmers to refrain from cultivating many 
grain-growing areas, the high costs of agri-
cultural operations in general- the hourly cost 
reached 8000 riyals- and the high prices of 
agricultural inputs (fertilizers, seeds, and pes-
ticides), the continuation of the conflict, the 
dependence of most of the population on the 
food basket they get from international orga-
nizations, in addition to the displacement of 
farmers who were forced to leave their lands 
due to conflict.
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Agriculture is the Main Pillar for Achieving Sustainable Development

B y: Alia Muhammed
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

•At the outset, what is your assessment of 
the agricultural sector in Yemen?

I think that the issue of assessing the situa-
tion of the agricultural sector in Yemen needs 
experts in agriculture. When we talk about 
sustainable agriculture, we mean using agri-
cultural resources in the best economic and 
environmental way. So that, the agricultural 
sector produces food and all needs to ensure 
self-sufficiency, and fulfill the needs and de-
sires of society without affecting the function-
ing or performance of agricultural resources 
for successive generations.

In general, there is a continued deteriora-
tion in the water resources of the agricultural 
sector due to the citizen's need for energy and 
firewood in light of the dollar's rise. Citizens 
thus turn to nature to secure their needs, which 
caused massive destruction in large areas of 

trees, especially in the areas of Tihama at-
tached to the sea and water basins.

When large volumes of water are withdrawn 
for irrigation, large shortage in the water oc-
curs. This leads to the mixing of sea water 
with fresh water. Thus, the soil is destroyed by 
the salty water that settles on the soil surface; 
Therefore, only the most salt-tolerant crops 
will be grown there. Yemen is facing severe 
food insecurity, water shortage by 90%, and 
a decline in the production of grain and some 
other crops due to climate fluctuations and 
changes that have become unsafe. In addition 
to the emergence of a large gap between what 
is. If the gap continues, there will be a collapse 
of water basins and the agricultural sector.

• In your opinion, what are the problems 
facing the agricultural sector?

We encounter a large number of problems, 
the most important of which is the problem of 
the media, which is trying to paint a beauti-
ful picture of the achievements of one party in 

developing the agricultural sector. Although if 
we make a realistic assessment, we will see 
that the situation of the sector is very difficult 
for many reasons, the most important of which 
is the instability of the country. People have 
become so worried about securing their liveli-
hood. Therefore, they are no longer concerned 
with environmental issues, and the sustain-
ability of agricultural resources. There is a 
more serious problem, i.e. the non-compliance 
with the rules of sustainable management of 
agricultural resources. For instance, wells are 
drilled randomly. On my field trip, I saw that 
they use a large amount of water to grow fod-
der for live stocks.

This method of irrigation and some other 
similar methods are used only in the Nile Ba-
sin countries. Other countries with small rivers 
have stopped using this method and resorted 
to smart farming ones.

Unfortunately, Yemen is the only country 
where it is possible to import hundreds of wa-
ter excavators, and there is no problem with 
that. In the countries of the world, the number 
of water excavators is limited and state-owned, 
and citizens are not allowed to drill artesian 
wells; however, drilling random artesian wells 
in our country is allowed to everyone. There-
fore, we need to develop policies and strate-
gies and implement them on the ground, so 
that we can manage this sector for the benefit 
of society and the state.

• How can we raise the production of ag-
ricultural crops in easy ways?

Farms are exposed to some agricultural pests 
that cause 90% of production loss. If nets are 
used to keep pests away from the crops, farm-
ers will be able to produce more without losses. 
Furthermore, the adoption of new methods of 
cultivation such as hydroponics will contribute 

to grow one kilogram of crop, using 1 liter of 
water. You can imagine that four thousand cu-
bic meters of water are used to grow one hect-
are of land per year to produce 18 or 20 tons of 
tomatoes. It is possible to produce 20 tons of 
tomatoes using about 300 to 350 cubic meters 
of water, with better quality and fewer risks. 

• What programs does the farmer receive 
to develop agricultural work in line with 
modern developments and technologies?

Studies have proven that the traditional ex-
tension methods used by government agencies 
in agriculture extension are unsuccessful. They 
have failed to make any real contributions to 
management or sustainable use of agricultural 
resources, and have not provided programs for 
farmers to develop their work in agriculture.

The main problem is that there is no coop-
eration between farmers, specialists and agri-
cultural experts who have experience of up to 
fifty years. We need to exchange experiences 
and benefit from them, restructure the agri-
cultural transmitter, and use the information 
properly to come out with excellent results. 
This is what a number of countries have done, 
which has made a qualitative leap forward and 
led to the emergence of the so-called a farmer 
field school (FFS).  What should be done is 
simply to bring together activists in agricul-
ture, environment and agricultural extension 
workers with a group of members of civil so-
ciety organizations, especially those working 
on the agricultural sector, and train them in the 
field of agricultural sector and sustainable use 
of agricultural and water resources.

• What are the future plans and visions 
for the agricultural sector?

In light of the current situation- unfortu-
nately- the indicators are not good. Never-

theless, this does not mean that we give up. 
There are future plans and visions, which will 
be implemented only through directing the at-
tention of media professionals towards issues 
and projects related to the agricultural sector, 
developing a national strategy, and making a 
real assessment of the agricultural sector in 
cooperation with a number of international or-
ganizations, such as FAO, WFP, UNFCCC, as 
well as experts, the private sector, agricultural 
cooperatives and women, to carry out the eval-
uation process to obtain information and real-
ize the extent of the disaster we are experienc-
ing. Hence, we will start making a long-term 
national strategy to manage the agricultural 
sector. If we follow this method, there will be 
a promising future for the agricultural sector.

Sustainable Agriculture Experts:

Serious Indicators Facing the Agricultural Sector
The agricultural sector is one of the most important sectors. 

It plays a major role in achieving self-sufficiency and is one of the 
most important pillars of the national economy.

Given its importance, focus should be placed on the agricultur-
al reclamation process to ensure the operation of the agricultural 
sector. This will only be achieved by eliminating the problems of 
the agricultural sector and developing long-term strategic plans. 
This is what we found out from the press interview with Dr. Shu-
ja Al-Din Abdul-Momen (Doctor of Sustainable Agriculture and 
President of the Yemeni Foundation and Development for Sus-

tainable Agriculture).

“Agriculture has always been, and still is, the pillar of economic 
life in Yemen. The agricultural sector contributes to the Yemeni 
GDP by about 15%. Approximately 74% of the population in Yemen 
depend on agriculture, and more than 54% of the workforce work in 
the agricultural sector. This sector will also contribute to the process 
of sustainable development and economic recovery in the future 
through the development of both plants and animals,” Eng. Abdul-
Ilah Ahmed (Director General of Planning and Evaluation at the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Fisheries - Aden) explained 
in an exclusive interview with Sawt Al-Amal newspaper.

Eng. Abdul-Ilah Ahmed 
(Director General of Planning and Evaluation 

at the Ministry of Agriculture

Dr. Shuja Al-Din Abdul-Momen
(Doctor of Sustainable Agriculture and 

President of the Yemeni Foundation and 
Development for Sustainable Agriculture)
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The Yemen Food Security and Liveli-
hoods Improvement Program has focused 
on improving the country's capacity to moni-
tor threats to food security, emerging bad 
weather, crop pests and diseases, and higher 
agricultural inputs that provide timely and ap-
propriate livelihood support.

The FAO, in partnership with the World 
Food Program, the International Labor Orga-
nization, and the United Nations Development 
Program, with funding from the European 
Union, has implemented a program to build 
the resilience of rural communities through 
its activities, the most important of which are 
the activities of providing improved seeds 
and animal feed and providing some equip-
ment such as solar-powered irrigation pumps.  
According to the report was issued in April 
of the year 2020, FAO provided agricultural 
assistance to about 600,000 Yemeni farmers 
in 2017.

While the Global Agriculture and Food Se-
curity Program (GAFSP), through the World 
Bank, funded a project to rehabilitate small 
farmers and improve agricultural production, 
and lasted for three years. The project provid-
ed investments in community infrastructure, 
distributed in water harvesting, agricultural 
land protection, and support. Furthermore, the 
project helped farmers that  affected by the 
conflict to return to work in the agricultural 
and livestock sector.

The report issued by the Public Works Proj-
ect in the year 2020 AD has indicated that the 
project provided sustainable sources of water 
through rain harvesting tanks projects in order 
to irrigate agricultural lands and thus increase 
the productivity of crops.

The number of projects implemented by 
the Public Works Project in the agriculture 
and irrigation sector during the year 2020 
reached (64) projects, benefiting about (161) 
thousand and providing about (7193) tempo-

rary job opportunities.
Recognizing the Needs Is a Requirement 

for the Success of the Organizations Work
Adel Al-Qadimi, Director General of Plan-

ning at the Ministry of Agriculture and Irriga-
tion, stressed that “in light of the circumstanc-
es the country is going through, we needs to 
revive the love of working in a farmer”. He 
added: «Through our previous experiences 
in implementing some projects, we reached 
a complete conviction that each organization 
must go down and study the required needs 
of the groups for which the project will be 
implemented and work in light of these needs 
before providing any project or program of 
assistance to farmers.

Continuing to say: “For example, in 
Dhamar Governorate, when we carried out 
a project to build modern irrigation methods, 
we did not find the farmers convinced of the 
idea in any way. However, the project was 
implemented, in which the subsidy was 80% 
and 20% contributed by the farmers, but what 
we felt from them was their great fear of en-
tering the project and to break this barrier, we 
endured the contributions of the farmers in 
particular until we prove to them the success 
of this idea. The project actually succeeded. 
The farmer, who started at the beginning of 
the season with half a hectare, ended the sea-
son owning nine hectares. The project did not 
end here only, but a number of farmers built 
modern irrigation networks by themselves.

Al-Qadimi pointed to a number of prob-
lems that farmers face, most notably the prob-
lem of seeds and how to choose the best ones. 
He said: “The farmer did not continue to rely 
on the previous experience that our grandpar-
ents and fathers had in agriculture in how to 
select seeds and choose the best, the boom 
that we must preserve and must multiply, 
which requires the existence of agricultural 
extension projects and the presence of experts 
in agriculture to guide farmers to increase 
production”

According to Radwan Qa’eead, Dean of the 
Agricultural Technical Institute, the most im-

portant needs that organizations must provide 
to farmers are enhancing and improving the 
sector, which are represented in solar energy 
systems at the market price in installments 
or grants and reduced plowing wages and oil 
derivatives, in addition to the farmer’s need 
for improved seeds with high production and 
training in various fields of agriculture. (Plant 
production - Openness on Animal - Palm and 
Poultry Breeding) and feed and medicines for 
poultry at low prices.

Unclear Interventions Hinder the Func-
tioning of Organizations

  Abdul Latif Al-Maamari, an agricultural 
engineer said, “Unfortunately, the role of or-
ganizations still has a lot of ambiguity as a 
result of permanent, unclear and somewhat 
unconvincing interventions. Unfortunately, 
international organizations provide projects 
or assistance through local organizations, and 
there are shortcomings in their implementa-
tion to the fullest on the ground. 

He added, “Some organizations carry 
out random and unorganized work, and this 
results in wasting the effort to improve and 
strengthen the agricultural sector. Therefore, 
it requires the presence of joint technical 
committees by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Irrigation, the organizations that provide 
agricultural projects, and the selection of spe-
cialized experts to know all the data.”

Sustainable Agricultural Development
Abdul-Momin Shuja' Al-Din, head of the 

Yemeni Foundation for Agriculture and Sus-
tainable Development, explained that the 
desired goal in developing the agricultural 
sector was not achieved despite the progress 
in agricultural projects. He stressed that the 
organizations lack the implementation of sus-
tainable development programs and projects 
through which we can achieve self-sufficien-
cy, and this is the goal that we hope the orga-
nizations will prioritize their goals because of 
its great role in achieving food security.

Moreover, he confirmed the need to form 

a large coalition to improve the agricultural 
sector by providing improved seeds, modern 
irrigation methods, plowing and programs to 
encourage farmers to expand their cultivation, 
especially basic crops, which are indispens-
able to any family, in order to reduce the im-
port bill.

Poor Performance of Organizations
Radwan Qa’eed, Dean of the Agricultural 

Technical Institute, stressed that “there are 
many shortcomings in the performance of 
many organizations that provide support to 
the agricultural sector.

He said: “We saw among some farmers 
in my working environment grumbling and 
disappointment with the performance of the 
organizations”.

Many of them revealed the shortcomings 
made by some organizations that provide a 
number of projects for the agricultural and 
livestock sector, most notably the fact that a 
number of organizations distribute non-living 
seeds, i.e. weak in production, from which 
no varieties sprout. In addition to distribut-
ing vegetable seeds to citizens without in-
troducing the type of seeds or following up 
on citizens during cultivation and what is the 
outcome of them. Therefore, it was stocked 
with farmers, and was not planted. For the an-
imal field, chickens that do not lay eggs were 
distributed, and the farmer or animal breeder 

found himself not benefiting from the assis-
tance provided to him, which lost confidence 
in their other projects and programs and re-
fused to participate in future projects.

He added: “The programs and projects of-
fered by local community organizations that 
support farmers in the field of irrigation net-
works and the solar energy system are good, 
but their disadvantage is that they are profit-
based because of their high prices compared 
to the market price, as they are sold to farmers 
in installments, but in return a large percent-
age adding to the price.”

   Mukhtar Aboud, Director of Agricultural 
Extension, Aden, stressed that the organiza-
tions did not submit any project to enhance 
agricultural extension capabilities despite the 
urgent need for funding to rehabilitate the 
agricultural extension infrastructure, most 
of which are destroyed by the conflict in the 
country.

He added: “The Yemeni farmer needs a spe-
cific indicative program that helps the farmer 
to know the modern methods of agriculture 
and how to deal with them and with agricultur-
al fertilizers and chemicals in certain propor-
tions that may be unknown to the farmer who 
relies on previous experiences, which poses 
a great challenge to the process of increasing 
production due to the emergence of a number 
of problems, the most important of which is 
salinity Soil and agricultural pests appear.

In pre-conflict period, the financing of the agricultural sector depended on the government, and in recent 
years the agricultural sector has been affected by the deterioration of the national economy, so that farmers 
find themselves facing burdens and costs they are unable to bear, which necessitated the intervention of some 
international organizations and Yemeni society organizations to provide the assistance that Yemeni farmers 
need in various Rural areas in the governorates of Yemen.

The report, issued by the FAO in April of the year 2020, referred to the rapid interventions provided by the 
organization in the agricultural sector - funded by the European Union since 2013, the most prominent of 
which were: -

Haneen Al-wahesh
Sawt Al-amal

The private sector contributes significantly 
to the investment process of agricultural and 
animal products, which support the economy 
and the sustainable development process in the 
country.

Investment from the Point of View of the 
Government 

Abdul Malik Naji, Undersecretary of the 
Production Sector at the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Irrigation and Fisheries - Aden, said that 
in terms of investment in agricultural products, 
we are going to develop a plan to involve the 
private sector in the investment process. As for 
the agricultural sector, agriculture (private sec-
tor) is considered subordinate to the farmers. 
Our role in the ministry is to provide farmers of 
with agricultural equipment.

Abdullah Alwan, head of the Agricultural 
Research Authority at the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Irrigation and Fisheries - Aden, stated 
that the government sector was exposed to a 
crisis and the deterioration of the economy in 
19994, which led to bankruptcy. The govern-
ment asked for aid from the World Bank, and 
the investment was lifted from the agricultural 
government side and its monopoly on the pri-
vate sector only, and the role of the government 
sector revolves around the supervisory. It used 
to be run by the state, but now the agricultural 
sector is being transferred to the private sector. 
There was a central planning and inventory of 
the data and framing of the planting data. Cur-
rently, there is randomness, without the private 
sector, agricultural production would have been 
in a critical situation. 

Amin Baqadir, Undersecretary of the Servic-
es Sector at the Ministry of Agriculture, Irriga-
tion and Fisheries - Aden, stated that there are 

many projects implemented by the private sector 
in the agricultural sector, such as fish farming, 
production and the introduction of specialized 
farms. He added that during the conflict period, 
the percentage of projects was low compared to 
previous years. Nowadays there is a noticeable 
growth in terms of importing agricultural and 
animal products, and the developmental nature 
was limited to the plant sector, as it was lim-
ited to palm, onions, mangoes and other crops 
where the cost is lower, productivity and qual-
ity are high and the percentage is guaranteed 
consumption and sale in the market and on the 
animal side on poultry and feed farms.

Regarding the coordination mechanism be-
tween the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation 
and Fisheries and the private sectors, Baqader 
said, the investor presents a study, and we, in 
turn, help him by creating the infrastructure 
and conducive environment for investment and 
prioritizing interventions, thus providing assis-
tance in providing comfortable investment op-
portunities with good economic incomes.

Regarding the most important problems fac-
ing the ministry with the private sector, Baqader 
indicated that there are several problems, the 
most important of which is the lack of sufficient 

data for some projects submitted by the private 
sectors, and sometimes the lack of coordination 
with the Ministry for some projects, which hin-
ders the process of determining the priority of 
crop. He stressed that the ministry encourages 
the investment process from the private sector 
and invites investors to invest to achieve sus-
tainable development and achieve food security 
that we can benefit from in the upcoming time, 
which are expected to be time of food conflict.

According to Undersecretary of the Irriga-
tion Sector at the Ministry of Agriculture, Irri-
gation and Fisheries, Ahmed Al-Zamki, - Aden, 
the agricultural investment process contributes 
fundamentally to the sustainable development 
process and achieves food security. Pointing 
out that the conflict has obstructed the progress 
of the investment and development process, and 
one of the obstacles is the halting of factories 
that work on agricultural investment, which is 
difficult to activate except in a situation of com-
plete security stability.

Projects by the Private Sector
Omar Barshid, Secretary General of Hadh-

ramaut Alliance, owns a vegetable farm, which 
motivated many farmers to start growing veg-

etables in the area. Barshid said, “Many vegeta-
bles are not grown in the summer in hot places 
such as Wadi Hadramawt, Abyan, Lahj and Ti-
hama, and are grown in highlands such as Saada 
and Sana’a and other high areas that are char-
acterized by their cold weather, so instead of 
importing and transporting vegetables and what 
you are exposed to while transferring.  I have 
planted a tomato in the Labnah area Barshid is 
in the Do’an district Hadramout, and prepared 
the needs for it by making barriers and water-
ways to gather rainwater, extension and garden-
ing system and providing drip pipes.”

Stressing that production continues, and this 
is the main goal that we seek to motivate farm-
ers to start growing vegetables according to the 
mechanism used to cover the largest possible 
area, market, support the local economy and 
contribute to eliminating unemployment. Not-
ing the importance of paying attention to such 
projects and contributing to their development 
and providing a helping hand to farmers to en-
courage them.  On the animal investment, Wa-
dah Al-Hujaili, owner of a project specialized 
in fattening calves, said a legitimate idea that 
started about six years ago in the form of small 
enclosures in Alluhum area, specifically in Dar 

Saad, and then to the Jawala area.
Al-Hujaili explained that the project consists 

of large farms of about 35 acres and 40 acres, 
of which an area has been allocated as barns for 
calves, and the rest is allocated to growing fod-
der that is used to feed these calves, provided 
with wells that work with solar energy systems 
for the irrigation process. He added that this 
area has been well prepared. The purpose of 
this land is to accommodate calves, goats and 
sheep and fatten them in a suitable environment 
and in the shortest possible time, then sell them 
to the target groups of butcheries, people and 
institutions.

He explained that the farm produces 300 
calves per month, 3600 calves per year, and in 
the seasons, it reaches 1500 calves per month 
and 5100 calves per year. So if we assume that 
each calf has 190 kilos of pure meat, there will 
be 969 thousand kilos of meat annually.   

Regarding to the problems that Al-Hujaili 
suffers from his project, he said, “There were 
many problems such as the lack of tools and 
trained labor to use modern methods of fatten-
ing, the high prices of feed because it is import-
ed and herbal feed significantly. These problems 
are attributed to the weakness of agriculture, the 
spread of traditional ways of agriculture and the 
increase in production costs, as well as the infla-
tion of the currency. These are all factors that 
affect the fattening process, which is considered 
as any other trade, in addition to the problems 
caused by the conflict, such as closing roads and 
opening other distant and rugged roads. Calves 
are a living commodity that is affected by trans-
portation more than any other merchandise.

As for the treatments used, Al-Hujaili said, 
"We are working hardly to train workers ac-
cording to correct basics. In addition, we are 
working on importing the required tools to turn 
the project into a fattening project using modern 
methods."

Private Sector for Agricultural Investment: The Government's Crutch for Handicap

The Role of Organizations in the Agricultural Sector:The Role of Organizations in the Agricultural Sector:

Multiple Projects with Poor PerformanceMultiple Projects with Poor Performance
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After the expatriation of Rawia’s hus-
band, father and brothers, who is 26 years 
old from Wadi Bana- Ibb, she found her-
self the only one authorized to take care 
of nearly 200 hectares of   her  family's 
land that was exporting some types of 
corn to the city's markets every year.

Rawia told Sawt al-Amal: “My family 
and I couldn’t stand seeing our lands be-
ing neglected, so we decided to take care 
of it. Therefore, it could continue to be 
productive.”

Various Tasks and Unchanged Habits
 A group of women gather every morn-

ing in the Annabi area in the Dhi al-Soffal 
district, in the southern of Ibb governor-
ate. The women go there to practice their 
profession of agriculture, which starts 
from the plowing stage and ends to the 
harvest. It is customary for them to help 
each other in times of need.

Somia Shaif, 22 years old from Dhi 
al-Soaffal district, told some of the cus-
toms performed by rural women there, 
such as getting up before the light breaks 
to prepare for going down to the farm, 
plowing it with the help of some animals 
- cows and donkeys - and then comes the 
stage of planting seeds and watering the 
land by opening some water channels 
from wells or waiting for the rain. The 
tasks differ from one woman to another 

according to different circumstances and 
needs.

Somia's mother works to collect grass 
for her livestock, and takes her daugh-
ter to clean her farm from weeds. On 
the other side, her neighbors oversee the 
process of plowing the land by a man 
leading two oxen. Each ox pulls a sharp 
iron tool (plow) that stirs the soil.

 While some women are busy taking 
care of the land, watering and supplying 
it with natural fertilizer from manure, 
others came from their houses, bring-
ing along them food and water to have 
breakfast in the shade of the trees.

 Somia said: “We are not satisfied with 
the distribution of our roles, but it has 
become familiar that two women should 
be in the house to cook and do other 
household tasks, and the rest go out to 
work in the field and in livestock graz-
ing, including cows, sheep, and so on.”

Inspiring Story of a Woman Farmer
Hikma Mohammed, 60 years old 

from Saber Al-Misrakh, found herself 
as a farmer, as she is the eldest daughter 
of her elderly father. Besides, her four 

brothers were dispersed among the capi-
tals of Yemeni cities.

Hikma said: “Unfortunately, I did not 
get an opportunity in my life to have 
access to education, and because I was 
an illiterate girl, my father preferred to 
teach me how to grow qat, corn, toma-
toes and potatoes. I worked diligently 
throughout my life, and after my father’s 
death, I oversaw and take care of three 
farms for our family in the absence of 
heirs.”

 As Hikma becomes accustomed to ag-
riculture, she said: This profession is su-
preme for rural women in Yemen, as they 
do all the affairs of their farms, and show 
superior knowledge of the agricultural 
seasons by virtue of their experience.

Hikma mentioned the main challenges 
she has faced in her work are her inabil-
ity to water the farms on her own due 
to the heavy weight of the plastic water 
pipes, in addition to the lack of agricul-
tural capabilities and tools that alleviate 
the suffering of rural women who work 
in the agricultural sector.

Hikma said: She faces other difficul-
ties related to marketing, as she is not 

able to visit the public markets in the city 
of Taiz. Therefore, she is just waiting for 
the merchant she contracts with to sell 
her goods at a low price.

Continuous Challenges
Asma Ahmed, 24 years old, from 

Wadi Al-Dhabab, Taiz, pointed out many 
obstacles facing women farmers in her 
area such as the high prices of chemical 
fertilizers, which have made Women col-
lect livestock manure and dry it until it 
ferments and becomes a natural fertilizer 
for the land. As merchants do not give 
women their right fully, womwn partici-
pate with men in the main markets.

 Hanadi Mohammad, 26 years old 
from Al-Hijriya, Taiz, told her experi-
ence in agriculture, saying that that her 
university studies kept her from work, 
but she takes care of the land during the 
school holidays and leaves the tasks to 
her mother during the study period. She 
also talks proudly about the virtue of the 
farm in helping her to complete her ed-
ucation, Today, she works as a doctor's 
assistant in a hospital in the city of Taiz.

The drought caused by the scarcity of 

rain is a real challenge for Yemeni wom-
en, but Fakhriya Hail, is 70 years old 
from Hodeidah, has built large ground 
tanks in her home and farm. Like many 
women farmers, she waters her farms 
throughout the winter from rainwater 
stored underground.

Fakhria's many agricultural tasks made 
her hire a group of male and female 
workers with daily wage, instead of retir-
ing from farming.

Humanitarian Fund in Yemen
The report of the Humanitarian Fi-

nancing Fund in Yemen issued in 2019 
indicated that approximately 15% of the 
total entitlements of the Humanitarian 
Fund in Yemen went to the Food Secu-
rity and Agriculture Sector Group for the 
year of 2019, where the first basic alloca-
tion strategy supported the expansion of 
integrated programs in the district classi-
fied within the Fourth of the Integrated 
Phase Classification of Food Security.

The report stated that the activities 
focused on food distribution, cash or 
voucher assistance. Also, it focused on 
the families who severely suffer from 
food insecure, in addition to the second 
basic allocation strategy, and the liveli-
hood interventions as a top priority in 
farming communities.

The same report stated that the number 
of targeted people in 2019 reached 2.3 
million. Besides, 3.0 million people were 
reached, and women constituted 0.5% of 
the targeted people.

The report indicated that the number 
of women's projects in the field of agri-
culture was 30 projects during the year 
2019. Thus, more than 176 Yemeni wom-
en benefited from the fund's allocations, 
which the report estimated at $35.2 mil-
lion.

Governmental Roles
 “Yemeni rural women are the main 

active element in the agricultural sector, 
where the percentage of women working 
in agriculture is more than 75% and in 
livestock more than 90%. However, she 
doesn’t get enough and necessary atten-
tion in order to improve her situation to 
keep up with production development in 
terms of training, guidance and access 
to means and equipment which reduces 
the practical burdens placed upon her,” 
according to the Director-General of the 
Rural Women’s Development Office at 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation 
and Fisheries in Aden, Engineer Nadia 
Hamid Sultan.

Nadia Sultan indicated that the Minis-
try strives to provide various opportu-
nities in training, rehabilitation, material 
and moral support; in order to reduce ru-
ral women's workload through research 
and coordination with international and 
local organizations, to find projects and 
programs that support rural women in 
various aspects of life, particularly in ag-
riculture and livestock sectors, to

 She added that besides providing 
training in food industries, dairy deriva-
tives and support for reviving traditional 
industries and various handicrafts, there 
are some organizations that work to pro-
vide production means to assist women 
in improving their economic conditions, 
such as: providing machines to grind 
henna to be sold in the market, process-
ing milk and its derivatives, and creating 
job opportunities for rural women by 
supporting them with equipment.

Nadia Sultan confirmed that there are 
many women who have benefited from 
these opportunities and have participat-
ed in various exhibitions to display their 
products, but they still need support and 
opportunities to compete in the local and 
foreign market.

The Heroic Role played by Yemeni Rural Women in Agriculture

Agricultural Lands are Abandoned by Men and taken Care by Women

Yemeni women play a pivotal role 
in the development of the agricultural 
sector and its continuity. Among the 
reasons that prompted rural women to 
invest in their lands is the increase in 
the number of Yemeni expatriates of 
men which motivated her to become 
the mother caretaker of the abandoned 
agricultural land. Despite the fact that 
she lacked her breadwinner, the man 
who abandoned her and expatriated in 
search of a livelihood.



By: Manal Amin
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Agricultural and Fisheries Production Pro-
motion Fund (AFPPF) is considered one of 
the most important pillars affecting the ad-
vancement of the agricultural and fisheries 
sectors alike, and it is also the authorized body 
that contributes to alleviating the suffering of 
farmers and fishermen resulting from the high 
prices of equipment, supplies and production 
inputs necessary for the continuation of the 
production process and the preservation of 
agricultural land and fish wealth.

The importance of the AFPPF lies in be-
ing an independent institution concerned with 
providing the necessary support to encourage 
agricultural and fish production, not to men-
tion its contribution and efforts in the country 
and areas of providing food security.

Through holding a meeting with Dr. Mu-
saed Ahmed Al-Qutaibi, Deputy Executive 
Director of AFPPF, Sawt Al-Amal newspa-
per highlights the role and importance of the 
Fund in improving production processes and 
contributing to economic and social develop-
ment in the sectors of agriculture and fisher-
ies.  

Al-Qutaibi confirmed that AFPPF is one 
of the most important funds that provide the 
necessary support for farmers and fishermen 
in Yemen and improve development projects 
in the two sectors, which are basically the re-

sponsibility of the state.
In the past period, AFPPF was harnessed to 

support the agricultural sector and- relatively- 
the fish sector. However, at the present time, a 
decisive step towards providing parallel sup-
port to the agricultural and fisheries sectors is 
being taken, because of their importance in 
the economic development of the country. 

He stressed that AFPPF is one of the most 
important sources supporting the national 
economy in Yemen. The agricultural and 
fisheries sector is considered one of the sec-
tors that support the local economy if it is 
properly developed. There is a tendency on 
the part of the government to give the agri-
cultural and fishery sector sufficient attention 
in the current and future phases. Thus, AFPPF 
is considered one of the most important sec-
tors working to improve the agricultural and 
fisheries sectors in Yemen.

A Look into Law
“Working to support and encourage agri-

cultural, plant, animal and fish production in 
a way that enables the production of growing 
rates of food to cover local and export needs,” 
according to Law No. (6) of 1993, concerning 
Agricultural and Fisheries Production Promo-
tion Fund in Yemen.

The law also stated that in accordance with 
the general policy and activity plan of the 
AFPPF, which was approved by the Coun-
cil of Ministers, the support and encourage-
ment that will be provided to agricultural and 
fisheries production shall be to contribute to 

reducing the costs of inputs, supplies, ma-
chinery, equipment and basic accessories for 
production operations (especially in the fields 
of production of wheat and corn of all kinds, 
cotton, dates and coffee- agricultural produc-
tion inputs and means- fishing equipment- 
modern irrigation equipment- harvesting and 
grain storage operations - red and white meat 
- improved seeds and breeds).

Difficulties and Challenges
Al-Qutaibi explained that since it was 

transferred to Aden in 2019, the Agricultural 
and Fisheries Production Promotion Fund has 

faced great difficulty in the process of obtain-
ing financial resources from the rest of the 
sectors, which was estimated one riyal per li-
ter of diesel used. The fund has been obtained 
a large percentage of private resources so far, 
especially from customs. However, there are 
some parties that are late in paying the fund's 
proceeds from resources.

He added that the ministry sought to acti-
vate the decision of the Council of Ministers 
to raise the fund's revenues from one riyal 
to four riyals per liter of diesel. The Council 
made directives to the parties that were late 
in paying the proceeds of the AFPPF, as they 

amounted to billions in some quarters, such 
as the Oil Company.

AFPPF Activities
“One of the most important objectives and 

activities of the AFPPF is to support and en-
courage agricultural and fish exports by re-
ducing transportation and packaging costs to 
foreign markets, which leads to an increase 
in the Republic’s foreign exchange earnings,” 
according to the fund law.

The sixth article of the law also stated that 
the Fund provides (50%) of the service fees 
on agricultural and fish loans (bank interest), 
and the Board of Directors has the right to 
direct them to serve the increase of strategic 
crops and domestic production in general.

Al-Qutaibi stressed that one of the most 
important objectives of the AFPPF is to sup-
port farmers with development projects for 
agricultural and fisheries sectors by provid-
ing only a percentage of the capital to estab-
lish agricultural and fishery projects, helping 
farmers obtain soft or improved loans, and 
contributing to paying off loan with interest.

He indicated that there is currently no 
data or statistics on the percentage of farm-
ers who work in the agricultural sector and 
their development projects, because of the 
impact of the conflict on the Yemeni regions. 
An intervention plan to support the Fund in 
the agricultural and fish fields is currently be-
ing worked on, in coordination with the con-
cerned authorities in the Ministry.
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Given the importance of the agricultural 
sector, many international initiatives have 
sought to improve agriculture with the ef-
forts of youth local initiatives. Sawt Al-aml 
found some initiatives and reviewed their 
most prominent activities.

International Initiatives
The Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations (FAO) launched the 
Hand-in-Hand Initiative (HIH) in 2019, in 
more than 44 beneficiary countries interest-
ed in enhancing productivity, and working 
to accelerate agricultural transformation 
and sustainable rural development in order 
to eradicate poverty.

Dr. Mohammed Salam, Assistant Resi-
dent Representative of the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations 
in Yemen, said that the HIH initiative works 
to transfer planning from the level of relief 
to development to achieve sustainable de-
velopment.  

He added that the initiative aims to mo-
bilize capabilities at the country level and 
focus on the primary goal of eradicating 
poverty and hunger.

Dr. Mohammed reviewed the most im-
portant issues the initiative focuses on, such 
as enhancing agricultural productivity to 
improve nutrition, raise rural living stan-
dards, and contribute to economic growth, 
in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development.

He emphasized that in order for poverty 
to be alleviated and eradicated, the posi-
tive impact of the initiative must reach the 
largest possible number of stakeholders, 
through improving agricultural practices 
and diversifying post-production value 
chains to create employment opportunities, 
especially for youth and women.

Local Youth and Community Initiatives
In order to contribute to the agricultural 

sector and the rest of the other sectors, many 
initiatives provided the necessary support in 
the agricultural field with their simple capa-
bilities and potentials.

Gharamak Dahab Initiative was held in 
the city of Haraz by a group of young peo-
ple. The initiative relied mainly on revitaliz-
ing the Yemeni coffee tree that has been ne-
glected and become a secondary commodity 
after it was at the fore in the world.

Alia Al-Jabal said that the initiative 
worked to uproot 450,000 Qat trees and re-
place them with coffee trees. The main ob-
jective of the initiative is to persuade farmers 

to take interest in and plant their agricultural 
lands with coffee, especially in light of the 
current conditions in the country.

She added: "After the first stage- plant-
ing coffee trees- was completed, we held a 
festival in Sana'a, in which we distributed 
cups of Yemeni coffee to the attendees to 
market local coffee and renew the Yemeni 
identity.”

The Opinion of the Yemeni Youth
There were views and suggestions for 

youth about the orientations of initiatives 
and the reason for their neglect of the ag-
ricultural field, which is the primary con-
tributor to the process of development and 
economic recovery.

Hossam Salam, 23 years old from Taiz, 
said that there are no initiatives working 
on agriculture because of the high prices 
of seeds and irrigation systems. Despite 
the sustainability of the projects that will 
be presented, they will require budgets and 
costs that the initiatives cannot cover. In 
addition, the agricultural sector needs agri-
cultural specialists who are well acquainted 
with agricultural techniques. It also needs 
short-term progress initiatives.

Abdul-Ghani Al-Hayajem, 33 years old 
from Taiz, said that youth initiatives work 
under the support of local and international 
organizations, which provide small grants 

that are not enough to contribute to the field 
of agriculture and bring about a tangible im-
pact on all agricultural productive groups. 

He added that there are other reasons that 
prevent initiatives from contributing to the 
agriculture, such as the state has not pro-
vided the agricultural sector with  the basic 
necessities, so that young people can form a 
partnership with the ministry and the state to 
support the sector, the media's reluctance to 
highlight the importance of directing com-
munity efforts towards agriculture, creating 
real and tangible interactions, establishing 
civil society organizations in rural areas 
working in the agricultural sector, and de-
veloping national plans that develop agri-
culture and increase production.

Mohammed Essam, 23 from Taiz, said: 
“We do not find youth initiatives that do 
much in the field of agriculture due to the 
current conditions that the country is go-
ing through in general. Most associations, 
organizations and initiatives are limited to 
the relief and humanitarian aid, any activi-
ties related to agriculture- if any- are simple, 
temporary and not sustainable.”

He also indicated that the cause for not 
supporting the agricultural sector is the par-
ties working in providing aid and project 
financing.

 Regarding the improvement of the ag-
ricultural sector, Mohammed stressed the 

importance of raising awareness regarding 
afforestation and its advantages, developing 
initiatives and forming teams to follow up 
the concerned authorities, if any, in order to 
work on reactivating the agricultural field.

Abdulsalam, 30 years old from Taiz, 
stated that the absence of youth initiatives 
in the agricultural sector is that most donors 
do not have the luxury of determining the 
direction of initiatives towards any field not 
chosen in advance; the field of agriculture 
is rarely among the options available on the 
lists of donors.

He further said that he along with a group 
of young people are working on initiatives 
with either a personal budget or small grants. 
The field of agriculture requires significant 
support to implement projects with effective 
outputs that ensure development.

He stressed: " Youth initiatives are only 
supported by very small grants. if we decide 
to direct them towards the agricultural field, 
they will not achieve the desired effect."

Abdulsalam continued saying that the ag-
ricultural sector requires very great efforts, 
such as that of the state, to make tangible 
improvements. This does not mean that we, 
the youth, should shirk our responsibilities, 
but rather we need moral support from the 
state through the media, which will help us 
a lot to improve this sector and will attract 
the attention of donors.

Agricultural and Fisheries Production Promotion Fund

The Cost of the “Ten Coffee Nurseries Project” in Yafa Reached 60 Million Riyals

International and Local Initiatives for the Development of the Agricultural Sector

International 
and local efforts 
and initiatives 
have taken interest 
in agriculture and 
sought to increase 
social awareness 
among people in 
order to revive 
local agriculture, 
increase domes-
tic production, 
and achieve food 
security amid the 
difficult conditions 
in the country. 



“Yemen has been famous since ancient 
times for producing the best and finest 
types of honey. In the past, honey was 
the fourth income-generating economic 
product in Yemen. Yemeni honey is still a 
strong source of income for Yemen econ-
omy today. It provides the country with 
hard currency in return for its exportation 
abroad,” according to Rafiq Al-Hakimi, 
an expert on honey bees at the National 
Honeybee Research Center.

By: Rajaa Mukred
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

Engineer Rafiq said: "Given the great im-
portance that Yemeni honey enjoys, the de-
cision of the Council of Ministers No. 77 of 
2003, which classified honey among the five 
strategic crops, has great impact on taking in-
terest in this crop, as it contributed to the for-
mation of a number of associations and com-
munity organizations specialized in honey. 
Some funds have been devoted to rehabilitat-
ing beekeepers and raising their capabilities. 
In return, these efforts keep pace with devel-
opments in the field of beekeeping and care.

The production of honey reached about 
2500 tons in the year 2011, and increased 
to 2600 tons in the year 2012. According to 
Foreign Trade statistics- Central Statistical 
Organization, a large part of Yemeni honey is 
exported to Saudi Arabia and has reached the 
limits of 550 tons with a value of one billion 
and fifty million in the year 2009. 

About the types of honey that are most ex-
ported abroad, Al-Hakimi said: “Sidr honey is 
certainly the number one export crop, because 
it does not crystallize and has a very distinc-
tive flavor, unique smell and high medicinal 
benefits. There are valleys, such as Wadi 
Doan, Wadi Ameel, Wadi Bani Ali, Wadi Jar-
dan, Wadi Bihan, and Al-Osaimat, which are 
famous for producing the best and finest types 
of Yemeni honey.

Regarding the areas of Sidr honey produc-
tion, al-Hakimi said: The best types of Sidr 
honey are found in (Maqbana, Jabal Habashi 
in Al-Wazi’iyah, Mawiyah and Dimnah - Taiz 

governorate), in (Jabal Ras - Al-Hodeidah 
governorate), in (Bani Qais, and Al-Khamis 
- Hajjah governorate) and other areas in the 
above-mentioned governorates, which pro-
duce excellent Sidr honey suitable for export, 
sale and local consumption.

He further said that packaging and labeling 
honey in a way that is attractive to a wide range 
of consumers, especially in the Gulf countries. 
is of high importance. Yemeni honey is well 
known, and it is sold in most shops, and if 
honey is absent from some foreign countries’ 
stores, this is due to reasons including packag-
ing and labeling.

Export Problems
Commenting on packaging, he said: There 

are international standard requirements for 
honey in terms of packaging, labeling, sorting 
and ingredients, which all countries impose. 
Any honey that is exported must first check 
its specifications and then measure its com-
pliance with the required specifications. Any 
honey that is exported must first be checked 
for its specifica-
tions Any honey 
that is exported 
must first be 
checked against 
its the required 
specifications.

Rafiq contin-
ued to explain 
the reasons why 
customers return 
Yemeni honey: 
the return of hon-
ey has nothing to 
do with its qual-
ity, but because it 
does not comply 
with the standard 
specifications re-
lated to packaging and labelling.

He further clarified: Yemeni honey does not 
conform to international standards, as there 
are no responsible centers that bear the bur-
den of buying honey from the beekeeper, then 
packaging it well to be exported in accordance 
with the required standards.

He went on to say: “The traditional methods 

are still dominant in terms of using local cells, 
and packaging is sometimes not up to specifi-
cations, which have a negative impact on the 
quality of honey and the export process.”

Al-Hakimi added: Another problem is the 
lack of awareness of beekeepers about honey 
packaging and sorting. Some beekeepers- un-
intentionally- obtain honey that may be non-
compliant with standards. Furthermore, the 

decline in honey exports is due to the absence 
of the role of factories- which exist- in the 
manufacture of honey grade containers.

As for the problems facing the future of the 
Yemeni honey trade, which Al-Hakimi men-
tioned, it is the entry of foreign honey in large 
jerry cans (packages) into Yemen, which has 
serious repercussions. It is assumed that no 
honey should be brought into Yemen except in 
small packages with specifications and stan-
dards, so that foreign honey does not compete 
Yemeni honey, as well as, these large jerrycans 
are not used in other operations.

Solutions
The honey bee expert, Rafiq Al-Hakimi, 

believes that the proposed solutions to address 
the decline in honey exports are to train and 
rehabilitate beekeepers so that they get good 
quality honey suitable for export, and to fa-
cilitate customs and border crossings, so that 
honey, which supplies the national economy 
with hard currency, can be exported

He added that there should be educational 
programs in the various media outlets- print 
and broadcast- to create awareness on honey 
consumption and benefits, and its nutritional 
and medicinal importance. The media is sup-
posed to play an active role in clarifying all 
these things.

He added: “Changing the pattern in the tra-
ditional honey marketing methods and finding 
a national project that meets the needs of con-
sumers and provides a real guarantee for the 
quality of ho    
ney will make the Yemeni honey the leading 
export product due to its quality and purity.

He concluded that it is necessary to find 
a party that takes interest in honey before 
exporting and its packaging and labelling 
process. It also works on issuing a quality 
certificate and then organizing the process of 
exporting it abroad.

Yemeni Honey is a Cash Crop Having Difficulty in its Exportation

Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

The results of an electronic survey con-
ducted by Yemen Information Center at the 
beginning of December 2021 on agriculture 
in Yemen, showed that 37.5% of respondents 
asserted that the reason for the decrease in ag-
ricultural investment in Yemen is the ongoing 
conflict, 32.5% believed that the reason was 
not adopting development policies, and 30% 
believed that this was a result of the deterio-
ration of agricultural resources such as soil, 
water and energy.

In the survey, which targeted 75% of males 
and 25% of females in various Yemeni gover-
norates, it was found that 15.4% of the respon-
dents said that the agricultural sector in Yemen 
can be developed through providing soft loans 
to farmers, and 12.8% believed that the sector 
can be developed through preventing the con-
version of agricultural land for urban use.

 Furthermore, 12.8% of the opinions agreed 
that agriculture can be developed by creating a 
marketing system that can absorbs a great deal 
of local production, 17.9% saw that develop-
ment will occur in case of providing produc-
tion inputs and supplies at reasonable prices, 
20.5% saw that increasing investment directed 
to the sector will help the sector to be devel-
oped.

Within the possibility of achieving de-

velopment for the agricultural sector, 15.4% 
viewed that development will occur by paying 
attention to agricultural institutions that pro-

vide free services to farmers, 5.1% by taken 
interest in agricultural research and extension, 
0.1%. by introducing the farming system, soil-

less farming and smart farming.
The results of the electronic survey revealed 

that 2.5% of the respondents saw that the most 

important reason for the deterioration of agri-
culture in Yemen is the salinity of sea water, 
7.5% the poor agricultural marketing service, 
5% the lack of agricultural equipment, 22.5% 
the limited capital owned by the farmer, and 
22.5% the increase in the prices of agricultural 
inputs and energy.

Opinions agreed on the most common rea-
son for the decline of agriculture, 30% of the 
opinions ascribed the main reason of agricul-
ture decline to conflict, 30% to climate change, 
and 7.5% to limited natural resources. Regard-
ing the importance of agricultural crops, 31% 
of the opinions viewed that they are very large, 
13% large, and 56% medium.

Regarding the survey's evaluation of the 
role of women in agricultural development, 
64% of the respondents considered it effec-
tive, 24% ineffective, and 12% answered “I 
don’t know.”

Regarding the role of international orga-
nizations and civil society, 64.3% found it 
ineffective, 19.5% influential, and 34.1% has 
no role. Within the results of the agriculture 
survey in Yemen, 51% of the respondents 
found that the volume of water consumption 
in the agricultural sector is very large, 29% 
large, and 20% medium. 17% of the respon-
dents evaluated that the role of the concerned 
authorities is effective, 39% ineffective, and 
44% answered “I don't know.”

37.5%  :: The Ongoing Conflict Has Led to the Weakness in Agricultural Investment in Yemen 
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Agriculture in Yemen can be developed through:

Opinion Poll Results on 
“Agriculture in Yemen”

Rafiq Al-Hakimi
an expert on honey bees at the National 

Honeybee Research Center.

Yemen information Center specializes on research add 
media that promote peace and in yemen

www.yemeninfromation.org   -   www.sawt-alamal.net
yic@yemeninformation.org

Issue (24)  -  15 / 1 /2022

 Independent  -

 Newspaper

(Towic a Month)

 Puplished by Yemen

 Information Center


