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The majority view reconstruction( rebuilding)  as the pro-
cess of building what was destroyed as a result of disaster or 
war. This definition is incomplete from the point of view of 
sustainable development. As it deals with the reconstruction 
of the destroyed physical structure (buildings) only. The oth-
er components of the community fabric are neglected. Even 
the urban structure of which the physical structure is a part. 
As the structure of states is in fact a reflection of the social, 
cultural, economic, service, urban and technological lives of 
individuals.

Here we will try to focus on the damage caused to the 
social side in Yemen as a result of the current situation marred 
by conflicts of various degrees. Among these damages, includ-
ing but not limited to, the exacerbation of sectarian, tribal and 
partisan problems among members of society. One of its con-
sequences is the fragmentation of the social fabric, due to the 
deteriorating conditions economic and political ones. As well 
as the domination of tribal regimes rather than the rule of law. 
In addition to the high rate of crime and its spread of all kinds. 
As a result of values   being affected by the deteriorating condi-
tions, the weakness of morality and the weak performance of 
the security services.

Neglecting of the rights of individuals issues as gender 
equality and disabled.  The issue of people with special needs 
have also appeared on the surface. The frequency of family 
problems has increased. The psychological diseases have 

spread among various groups of society - children, women, 
the elderly and young people. As well as the level of poor ed-
ucational services has worsened. Besides the dropout rate of 
students from different educational levels has increased. Espe-
cially among females. All that accompanied with the deterio-
ration of health care services, the deterioration of reproductive 
care services, as well as the spread of the phenomenon  of 
human capital flight. The human capital flight is for neigh-
boring countries and European countries to search for decent 
livelihoods and a better standard of living for themselves and 
their families.

If we look at the segment of women in Yemen in light of 
the deteriorating living conditions and the lack of community 
services; This affected them to a great extent, So, women’s 
ability to cover their needs and the needs of their families 
became weak. Conflicts and the expansion of poverty led to 
the spread of the phenomenon of early marriage for girls in 
order to reduce the size of the family in one hand. But in other 
hand,  this led some women to delay the age of marriage due 
to the difficulty of providing the expenses. Because the wom-
an found herself the first breadwinner in many families. The 
woman also had to sell or mortgage her jewelry whenever she 
- or a family member - fell into a health crisis. In addition, the 
deteriorating living conditions have led to a change in some 
of the society’s habits. So a number of negative phenomena 
have emerged, including the phenomenon of women begging 

or working in the markets, which was considered a defect in 
society. Moreover, the current conditions as a result of the 
ongoing conflicts have prompted some families to force their 
children to work in various trades, and some of them starting 
begging as a profession.

The deterioration of the living and economic conditions of 
the community has directly affected the structure of families; 
Unemployment has increased. This has led to a wide range of 
family problems, such as disputes between spouses that often 
end in divorce. The primary cause of family and social disin-
tegration.

All these damages have caused the deterioration of the 
entire social system and the collapse of the societal fabric. The 
necessitates of the official stakeholders and local and inter-
national civil society organizations to focus on social recon-
struction. Starting with the basic step, which is the obligation 
to push all parties to establish peace in Yemen, and work to 
start In the process of national reconciliation, proceeding to 
make reparations for all groups and individuals, and working 
to rebuild the social fabric by paying attention to guidance and 
awareness programs and development plans aimed at restoring 
the building of the fabric, the societal system, giving attention 
to neutralizing the educational system and all its facilities from 
any sectarian or partisan conflicts or regional. In addition to 
the importance of working to promote equal citizenship rights 
for all members of society equally and justly.
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A Comprehensive Assessment of the Situation in Yemen is One of the Most Important Pillars of the Success of the Rebuilding Process
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“Rebuilding” this resonant term, which 
reveals many bad secrets about a country and 
tells tales that no mind can imagine, says by all 
means: “In front of us is a broken country, a de-
feated people from within, many enemies, and 
huge money that must be its investment and a 
vision for sustainable development that should 
be applied, but where does the start come 
from?” This is the important question now. 
Shall we start the rebuilding of fragile institu-
tions? Or from semi-destroyed infrastructure? 
Or is it one of the projects that are still ink on 
paper or an idea in the treasury of a profiteering 
bank that sees profits as more important than 
people’s lives? Or does the rebuilding  begin 
with the human being first?

Legitimate questions such as these call for 
deep digging and serious studies by all con-
cerned with Yemen to find convincing answers. 
Then turning all the answers into a tangible re-
ality that will pull this country out of the mire 
of loss, destruction , strife, and restore life to it 
and its citizens, hope and living in dignity. It is 
enough for him what he has suffered and suffers 
to this day.

Institutions, infrastructure, projects and the 
human being, as independent components at the 
same time, appear to be of equal importance; 
They all need real reconstruction, but the first 
step that must be taken in order for the rebuild-
ing to be feasible, real, and allowing sustainable 
development is to stop the conflict and stop all 
conflicts; From this step, we can establish the 
building of a new Yemen based on its ancient 
civilization . Besides a strong and effective hu-
man being capable of reviving his country. On 
the verge of a promising future that competes 
with the developed countries.

After stopping the conflict, we must look at 
building the Yemeni human being, the person 
who has been miserable for a long time and 
who now deserves an appreciation due to all the 
suffering and misery. His abilities and his digni-
ty disappeared in his country and in the interna-
tional forums. Even his sufferings are not taking 
into account as any other human being on earth. 
The Yemeni person does not want  anything 
more than human justice. Besides being free in 
administrating his own affairs.

The rebuilding of the human being is the 
most difficult type of rebuilding. Other rebuild-
ing target infrastructure, institutions, project 
implementation and reviving the economy are 
all in the interest of and for the human being. 
Hence, the Yemeni person must be prepared for 
the next stage. For the stage that needs a clear 
mind, open and flexible ways of thinking that 
understand what happened, what is happening 
and what will be. Before this and that, the  treat-
ment of the psyche from the negative and bad 
effects that conflicts left on him, blinding and 
destroying him, and making him feel helpless, 
nihilistic and useless.

After paying attention to human reconstruc-
tion, all efforts must intensify to build Yemen 
according to the recognized pillars of recon-
struction, which are security, justice, reconcili-
ation, social and economic welfare, governance 
and participation. To establish an impartial spe-
cialized body for rebuilding that includes ad-
ministrative units for oversight to prevent any 
corruption or imbalances, and other executive 
ones that involve all the parties work and seek 
to optimize the use of human, material and lo-
gistical resources and capabilities, and others 
to ensure quality and control specifications. In 
addition to other supportive units that all work 
together in  transparency and competition for 
this noble goal; Yemen is in a state of complete 
collapse and needs a very quick recovery.

Hagar Samieei
A writer and a researcher
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While talking, studying, or planning 
for rebuilding in the Republic of Yemen, 
It is necessary to take into account the 
specificity of the Yemeni issue besides 
being fully aware of the whole situation 
in Yemen, from the past to the present. 
The situation may differ somewhat from 
one country to other countries in which 
rebuilding has been done or will be 
done; As a result of conflicts or natural 
disasters. It is certain that the specificity 
will be positively reflected when evalu-
ating, implementing studies, developing 
plans, and projects for rebuilding. In a 
way that ensures not only the success of 
these projects in terms of rebuilding, but 
also directing all rebuilding operations 
and projects towards strengthening and 
supporting the process of building peace 
and achieving comprehensive sustain-
able development in Yemen.

Many definitions dealt with rebuild-
ing process beyond  the building aspect. 
For example it included the definition 
of the African Union for rebuilding (...
and preventing the escalation of con-
flicts, avoiding returning into violence, 
addressing rebuilding and its causes and 
strengthening sustainable peace. Thus, 
the post-conflict rebuilding process is 
based on renewable and sustainable de-
velopment... etc.. This was mentioned 
in the definition of rebuilding by Hadet 
Waigbo. It stated that rebuilding “is  the 
opportunity to reformulate society from 
the beginning, that would improve the 
living conditions of the community and 
produce a better built environment than 
the one that existed before (Michael 
Schulz, 2004)

Here, we find that the concept of ( 
rebuilding) is closely related to the con-
cept of building and establishing last-
ing peace and supporting development, 
which necessitates that the rebuilding 
process in Yemen contributed in devel-
oping and securing radical remedies for a 
series of political, economic and military 
crises since previous decades. Rather, 
these crises have developed in many cas-
es, conflicts and military confrontations 
have become raging in many Yemeni re-
gions in the north and south, which have 
resulted in destruction, devastation, loss 
of life, displacement, cracks and schisms 
that affected the societal cohesion in Ye-
men. The failure to develop radical solu-
tions to these crises had a great impact 
on the process of rebuilding and compre-
hensive development in all vital sectors 
such as; economic and service sectors of 
the state faltered. The state was unable to 
develop solutions to the issues of pover-
ty, unemployment, illiteracy, corruption 
and other problems that Yemeni society 
has been suffering from for decades. Ye-
meni society contributes to building and 
sustaining peace and achieving and plac-
ing the first building blocks, which con-
tributes to moving the wheel of rebuild-
ing and comprehensive development in 
the Republic of Yemen.

It is also necessary to benefit from 
all the international and local experienc-
es of the previous rebuilding  process-
es, such as the rebuilding in the United 
States of America after the civil. At that 
time some of the southern American 
states tried to separate from the rest of 
the states in the north 1861-1865. Then 
drafting new legislation and constitution 
that worked to ensure the unity of the 
states and contributed to achieving de-
velopment. As well as the Marshall Plan 
for the rebuilding of European countries 

after World War II, which was one of the 
most successful rebuilding operations. It 
had a great deal of success in the rebuild-
ing and consolidation of the principles of 
permanent peace and comprehensive de-
velopment in Europe.

As well as the previous experiences 
in Yemen of rebuilding in some Yemeni 
regions, either because of internal con-
flicts or natural disasters that occurred. 
Here I will refer to the rebuilding that 
took place in  Dhamar region after 1982 
earthquake, where many villages were 
destroyed. Then the rebuilding  process 
took place during the years following 
the earthquake, The rebuilding  must 
be studied well, to avoid some errors, 
shortcomings, or to evaluate the extent 
of success of those implemented projects 
or not. For example, a note was made in 
a report since 1984 about a rebuilding 
project for some houses in one of the 
villages of Dhamar Governorate affected 
by the 1982 earthquake, where he men-
tioned the following “Note, the houses 
were to be built directly next to the col-
lapsed houses, while avoiding any build-
ing on the agricultural land, so the proj-
ect did not develop any infrastructure.” 
It became clear to us the shortcomings 
of this project at the time, as it did not 
contribute to the establishment of infra-
structure in those areas or the develop-
ment of solutions that would enable the 
future plans to facilitate and to establish 
the infrastructure in those areas.

I would like to address here the suf-
fering that affects the majority of Yeme-
ni regions and governorates due to the 
weakness and deterioration of the infra-
structure to the greatest level. According 
to the Central Statistical Office (CBS), 
there are 30 million people in Yemen. 
About 30% of the population lives in 
urban areas, while 70% of the popula-

tion lives in the countryside. When the 
number of population centers in Yemen 
reaches approximately (133,000), it be-
comes difficult to meet the population 
needs of facilities and services. For this 
huge number of scattered population 
gatherings in various regions of Yemen 
(the number of villages in Yemen reach-
es 40,000 villages, according to a report 
issued by the Central Bureau of Statistics 
in Yemen in November 2010, as this 
number was compared with the Republic 
of Egypt, where the number of villages 
reaches (4,709) villages according to the 
Central Agency for Public Mobilization 
and Statistics in Egypt)these shows that 
in addition to the rugged and mountain-
ous geographical nature in many Yemeni 
regions, need to be studied, evaluated 
and developed solutions that would en-
able the vast majority of the population 
to benefit from rebuilding projects.

I cannot mention here all the nec-
essary initial needs of information, data 
and studies to assess the reality in the Ye-
meni situation in an accurate and proper 
manner, which enables to propose ap-
propriate solutions and treatments that 
must accompany the rebuilding process, 
whether in the political, legal, economic, 
social or other aspects related to the Ye-
meni issue. In addition to assessing and 
inventorying all damages and injuries of 
the public and the private buildings and 
institutions. So, the rebuilding  process 
must be well prepared so that Yemenis 
can make optimal use of it and lay the 
first building blocks that end decades of 
conflict, poverty and all the problems of 
society; So that future generations can 
complete building a better future for 
Yemen that takes into account the most 
important requirements of life, such as 
peace, freedom, education, health ... and 
other requirements.



TheThe  GeneralGeneral  SituationSituation  ofof  thethe  RoadRoad  NetworkNetwork  inin  YemenYemen

“Stop, there is a bump in front of you! Slow 
there is a hole  in front of you !” With this 
phrases, Hayel began his talk about the state 
of roads in Yemen, pointing out that anxiety 
and worry dominate the traveler’s mind before 
traveling. Due to the rugged roads linking the 
Yemeni governorates.
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 Hayel Al-Hattari (a citizen of Wessab 
Al-Aali - Dhamar, and currently resides in Sa-
na’a) said “ The distance that Yemenis traveled 
decades ago in two hours, they crossed in many 
hours, and the original case is the opposite”. 

Al-Hattari recounted the stories of suf-
fering caused by the destruction of roads, by 
saying “ The victim may be a woman who had 
difficulty giving birth in a remote area, so her 
family had to provide her with aid; Because 
of the difficulty of the road, the delay occurs, 
and the fetus dies in her womb, or the fetus 
and mother die together before she reaches the 
hospital. 

He added another example of a man whose 
appendix becomes inflamed. They took him to 
the hospital. Because of the rugged and diffi-
cult road and the obstacles they face, his ap-
pendix explodes before he reaches the hospital. 
Moreover, another victim is a young man who 
worked hard. As his mother sold everything 
she owned to see her son as a doctor. When 
he completed his studies. He decided to return 
from abroad to his mother lap. After years of 
absence, The son is a victim of the bumpy road, 
he died before his mother can see him or kiss 
him.

Hayel added that the results of the suffering 
caused by the bumpy roads is that it may cause 
permanent disabilities to some people. There 
is an expatriate who was away from his fam-
ily for three years. He suffered the bitterness 
of alienation, he prepared for his young daugh-
ter a doll, and for his only son an elegant suit. 
His wife is waiting for him impatiently, and his 
parents are eagerly waiting. He returned to his 
homeland dead. The road hijacked his soul be-
cause of its ruggedness. His joy ended and his 
family happiness disappeared. Everyone was 
with him in the car suffered permanent disabili-
ties due to the accident and the road.

 Fatima Nasr is a forty-year-old mother 
who lives in Sana’a.  She did not forget her 
visit to Taiz a year ago, as her journey lasted 
for two full days. She suffered from pain in the 
back and feet, and headaches due to the length 
of the journey, which was caused by damage 
of the main road to the city due to the conflict. 
The construction of long and bumpy sub-roads 
instead of it. 

The Reasons 
Hayel believed that the causes of the de-

struction of the road network are the conflict 
in Yemen, natural disasters such as torrential 
rain, and negligence on the part of the relevant 
authorities. In addition to the lack of awareness 
among members of the community of the im-
portance of maintaining roads, referral to the 
competent authorities and follow-up to repair 
and restore them. 

An official source, who asked not to be 
named, at the General Administration of Roads 
and Bridges affiliated to the Ministry of Pub-
lic Works and Roads, said “The road situation 

in Yemen is very deteriorating. As a result of 
the suspension of maintenance and financing, 
the heavy movement of vehicles, and natural 
disasters represented by torrential rains, heavy 
loads, and citizens’ transgressions”.

“Sawt Al-Amal” asked about the main-
tenance patrol, he said “Maintenance is of 
two types: one is routine maintenance, such 
as opening a ferry, opening drains, or cutting 
trees... Its periodicity is seasonal. The other 
type: major periodic maintenance that works 
on improving roads, restoration and layering, 
and its periodicity is from 15-20 years.

In Numbers
According to the data of the Central Bu-

reau of Statistics in March 2021 , “Voice of 
Hope” obtained a copy of it, which shows that 
the total roads in Yemen amounted to 58,200 
square kilometers in 2020. The total paved 
roads amounted to 17,330 square kilometers 
until the end of 2020 at the level of the Repub-
lic, which constitutes 29.8 % of the total road 
network in Yemen. The total unpaved roads in 
Yemen are 40,870 square kilometers, until the 
end of 2020. It constitutes 70.2% of the total 
road network. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) also indicated, 
in the latest humanitarian developments report 
- Yemen, March 2021, that Yemen’s ranking in 
the performance indicators of transport logis-
tics services in 2018 was 140 out of a total of 
169 countries, compared to 63rd place in 2012. 
The assessment issued by the World Bank in 
2020 indicated that there is a need when the 
conflict immediately ends in Yemen to main-
tain and rehabilitate at least 5,000 to 6,000 ki-
lometers of high-priority roads. 

Damage Amount 
The road network has witnessed a no-

ticeable deterioration in the recent period, es-
pecially with the continuation of the conflict, 
which negatively affected the logistics of road 
transport and caused a significant change in the 
roads. Due to the closure, travelers are taking 
alternative, bumpy routes that are taking longer 
than before.

 In order to get acquainted with the situa-
tion of the roads today and the impact they have 
had as a result of the conflict, and the required 
alternatives, “Sawt Al-Amal” went to the Eco-
nomic Studies and Forecasting Sector - the 
Ministry of Planning and International Cooper-
ation - obtained the results of the latest survey 
report issued at the beginning of 2021, which 
is as follows: 

(Sana’a-Ma’rib line), its situation is 
fraught with mines and it is completely out of 
service, and the alternative road to it (Sana’a-
Al-Jawf-Ma’rib) is through Arhab or Harf 
Sufyan, and it is also used to reach Al-Wadi’a 
border crossing. Then return to (Ma’rib-Al-
Bayda) via Harib, Shabwa, Al-Bayda, Radaa, 
Dhamar and Sana’a, and here the total travel 
time increases by more than four times. All 
the roads used to connect Sana’a with the east-
ern governorates through Marib (Al-Mahra, 

Hadramawt and Shabwa) are closed due to the 
ground battles in Nihm and the closure of the 
(Sana’a-Ma’rib) road and the alternative road: 
the (Ma’rib-Al-Bayda-Sana’a) road through 
Harib, Shabwa, Al-Bayda, Radaa, and Dhamar 
and Sana’a, or the (Aden-Taiz-Sana’a) road, 
which is a very long detour. The (Hodeidah-Sa-
na’a) line is closed due to the damage caused 
by the conflict. It is not suitable for heavy 
trucks. Alternative route: The (Hodeidah-Anas 
(Dhamar)-Sana’a) road is an alternative side 
road to the usual route from Sana’a to Ho-
deidah via Manakhah. However, this alternate 
route is long and unsafe and often encounters 
dangerous bandits. (Aden-Taiz Line) Through 
Karsh, Al Rahda, bridges and connections were 
damaged by the conflict, including the “Affan 
Bridge”, and despite the work on temporary 
backfill during 2015, large trucks were unable 
to pass through. Only mall trucks were used in-
stead to transport goods to the other side of the 
damaged bridge since the beginning of 2016. 
This road became completely closed; Because 
of the ongoing battles and the mines planted 
on the road, the alternative road is the (Aden 
- Haijat al-Abed - Haifan - Taiz) road, or the 
section that reaches Al-Turbah. Then enters 
Taiz through Al-Hawban. An alternative road 
was used to connect Aden with the rest of the 
governorates, but recently It has become a bat-
tlefield and is often closed down.

 The (Aden - Taiz - Sana’a) road is closed, 
the alternative road is through Haijat Al-Abed 
(Haifan), (Aden - Al-Dhalea - Sana’a), the 
(Al-Dhalea - Qataba - Al-Fakher - Ibb - Sa-
na’a) road and the (Al-Dhalea - Damt - Ibb - 
Sana’a) road are the shortest route is between 
Aden and Sana’a, and the alternative road is: 
the (Aden-Lahij-Al-Bayda) road, but this road 
is not qualified for the passage of a large num-
ber of vehicles. The (Hardh-Al-Hodeidah-Sa-
na’a) road is closed, and the alternative route: 
via Hajjah.

The road (Sana’a - Saada), the road from 
Khamer to Sana’a is closed. Alternative road, 
the road from Khamer to Saada is replaced by 
Al-Malahid Road. It has become impossible to 
travel on this road due to the ongoing conflict in 
the area, and Saada can be reached via Amran. 
The road to Taiz, especially the city of Taiz, is 
considered extremely difficult and dangerous. 
It is often impossible to use it, especially when 
transporting goods.

Solutions and suggestions
(SM) Another official source - who asked 

not to be named - in the General Corporation 
for Roads and Bridges, believes that among the 
solutions that must be implemented: providing 
adequate funding. The Ministry of Transport 
and Ports activate the law of axial weights, en-
suring the quality of the asphalt and the qual-

ity of specifications and adherence to general 
specifications .

The proposal is that the Roads Main-
tenance Fund should prepare a study on the 
condition of the roads. Then searching for lo-
cal funding sources represented by the central 
bank. So the investment item that is current-
ly suspended due to the conflict, as external 
sources of funding such as organizations can-
not support an infrastructure. He emphasized 
that as long as the conflict continues, recon-
struction in Yemen is difficult, the first step in 
reconstruction is to stop it.

Regarding the “Mathbah” bridge, whose 
construction has been halted for years, he said 
“ The bridge project was financed locally. Even 
the budget was halted due to the conflict, and 
the Capital Municipality coordinated with the 
Arab Fund to finance the project and start work, 
but as a result of the government’s inability to 
repay the loans, the project stopped again”.

Regarding policies and proposals to im-
prove the transport sector, the March 2021 
report revealed the Studies and Forecasting 
Sector of the Ministry of Planning and Inter-
national Cooperation through the Media and 
Communications Officer, Kamal Al-Khamri; 
That there are urgent priority treatments in the 
reconstruction of the road sector in Yemen, 
such as establishing peace, strengthening ar-
eas of coordination through the ministry and 
the relevant authorities with international and 
humanitarian organizations; To ensure the pro-
vision of land transport services, there are pol-
icies in the medium and long term, including 
the expansion of the implementation of land 
transport services projects, and rural roads to 
contribute to the development of rural areas in 
Yemen.

Among the treatments mentioned in the 
annual report of the Public Works Project (in-
dependent administrative unit) issued in 2020, 
the total number of projects completed by the 
project in the field of paving for the period Jan-
uary-December 2020 amounted to (68) projects 
at a total cost of (8.6) million dollars. The ben-
efit is about (282) thousand beneficiaries, be-
sides provided about eight thousand temporary 
job opportunities per month.
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Abdul Rahman’s family in Aden is 
made up of nine people who live in the Dar 
Saad area in a small squatter house. They 
have been suffering every day - for more 
than ten years - from continuous power cuts 
that reach more than 16 hours per day. Be-
cause of the continuous random connection 
in that area, and the lack of network mod-
ernization projects for many years. This led 
to major malfunctions in the cable in the 
area. Causing them to plunge into darkness 
for days and sometimes weeks and months 
before repairing it, without taking improve-

ment and development measures for the 
network or as a deterrent against random 
connection. Then the conflict came. It com-
plementing the bad electricity conditions 
in that area, which does not pass for days 
without being out of service, and the re-
pair period extends between one week to a 
month.

This family and many families living 
in that area suffer from the lack of a water 
service project in their area, as they fetch 
water from nearby wells that were dug ran-
domly. Taking advantage of the unstable 
situation in the city since 2015.

In the same context, Umm Dalia Ab-
dullah (43 years old from Taiz governorate) 
said “ the electricity has been completely 
cut off from the governorate for more than 

seven years as a result of the conflict, which 
led to almost complete suspension of power 
plants, the fall of electricity poles and the 
cutting of their wires in the various streets 
of the governorate’s districts.

Reviewing the general situation before 
2015, she said “we were suffering with the 
presence of electricity, as it worked for a 
few hours a day and sometimes disappeared 
for days. However, from 2015 until now it 
has been completely cut off from the city. 
So, we have become dependent on solar en-
ergy to a major degree, especially since oil 
derivatives have become non-existent. Due 
to the high prices, we could not provide 
them to run home generators.

Electricity Sector
 A World Bank report - Continuous 

Needs Assessment in Yemen (DNA): Third 
Phase 2020 - showed that the percentage of 
Yemenis who obtain public electricity de-
creased from 66% in 2014 to less than 10% 
by the end of 2017. That the sector suffers 
from material damage by 10%. More than 
85% of the sector’s facilities in Yemen are 
not operating due to the lack of fuel.

About 55% of the assets of the energy 
sector, excluding the towers, which number 
about 259 towers, suffered from various 
damages, 8% of those assets were com-
pletely destroyed. All large thermal power 
plants were exposed to various damages. 

Only 71% are working. The cities of Taiz 
and Sana’a destroction from 50% to 57% of 
the entire energy sector assets.

A report issued by the Ministry of 
Planning and International Cooperation 
(Economic Studies and Outlook Sector) 
2020 entitled (Economic Recovery, Recon-
struction and Building Sustainable Peace in 
Yemen). It indicated that 5% of the energy 
sector facilities were completely destroyed, 
while the facilities operating in this sector 
did not exceed 12 %. Lauder region (Ab-
yan), and the cities of Ma’rib and Mocha 
are the only cities that receive a relatively 
reliable level of electricity.

 The report indicated that the amount 
of material damage to the infrastructure of 
the urban electricity network in a number 
of Yemeni cities ranged between 541-662 
million US dollars. So, the largest damage 
was in the city of Aden, where the damage 
amounted to 228 million US dollars. Then 
in Sana’a with 149 One million US dollars, 
followed by the city of Ma’rib with 136 
million US dollars.

The report indicated that an estimate 
was made of the total needs for recovery 
and reconstruction of the energy sector 
in 16 Yemeni cities that were (Aden, Al 
Dhale’, Al Hazm, Amran, Beihan, Dhamar, 
Al Hudaydah, Al Khawkha, Lahj, Lawdar, 
Marib, Mocha, Radaa, Saada, Sana’a, and 

Taiz). ) between $2,251 and $2,752 billion 
over 5 years.

 Muhammad Al-Khidr Ashal (Assistant 
Undersecretary for the Projects Sector in 
the Ministry of Electricity and Energy) ex-
plained to “ Sawt Al-Amal “ that the Min-
istry of Electricity and Energy has counted 
the total number of damages inflicted on 
the electricity sector in all regions of the 
country according to its capacity and ca-
pabilities, which included the generation 
sector, whose damages amounted to 68,867 
718 million dollars. About 132 KV trans-
mission lines and substations with towers 
amounted to 14,624.591 million dollars, 
while the amount of damages in the distri-
bution network amounted to 63,967.438 
million dollars, and 33/11 KV substations 
amounted to 22,200,000 million dollars. 
The value of the damages In buildings, de-
partments, warehouses and workers’ hous-
ing in various governorates, it amounted to 
27,500,000 dollars.

Ashal also explained that the ministry 
has sought, since 2017 until today, to imple-
ment a number of projects that contributed 
to restoring service to citizens according 
to the capabilities available to it. As they 
started to implement a project to construct a 
gas power station. The first phase is sched-
uled to be delivered soon, and the project 
to rehabilitate the Al-Haswa electro thermal 

      The Electricity  and Water Sectors
Impactful Damage and Attempts  to Improve the Service

The energy (electricity) and water sectors in Ye-
men are among the most important sectors for the cit-
izen, and due to the continuation of the conflict that 
has been going on in the country for more than seven 
years, the bad situation of electricity and water ser-
vices for citizens has worsened and deteriorated. Even 
though their level was weak even before the conflict, 
which had disastrous consequences for both sectors 
and for the citizen to a major degree.

Rebuilding Yemen.. Obstacles and  Solutions by  Academics and Specialists 
(Source: (Public Water Corporation in Aden
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“Enough struggle” a phrase said by Him-
yar after a long sigh that indicated the extent 
of his suffering and what he is going through 
due to the conflict and the deterioration of the 
situation in Yemen. He contented himself with 
expressing his sadness with that sigh and ask-
ing for the conflict to end.

Himyar Saleh (a twenty-year-old young 
man from Sanaa) said “the continuation of the 
conflict in Yemen has made the country lag-
ging behind in development. Besides impeded 
education, health, the economy and all ser-
vices. The world is progressing and Yemen is 
being destroyed. All the sectors must be saved 
through rehabilitation or rebuilding.

According to an electronic questionnaire 
conducted by (Yemen Information Center for 
Research and Media) on the rebuilding of Ye-
men, 14% of the population agreed that Yemen 
is ready to begin the rebuilding phase. In con-
trast 48.6% saw that it is not ready. However, 
37.4% said that Yemen is to some extent ready.

Yemen and Rebuilding
Journalist Fahd Sultan said “ the rebuild-

ing of Yemen or the rehabilitation of what was 
destroyed by the conflict over the past seven 
years is linked to the permanent cessation of 
the conflict and the return to the path of peace”.

Sultan confirmed “ In fact, it seems that 
the rebuilding of Yemen or talking about this 

important file is still far from being achieved. 
Especially since the talking by the countries 
of the region. The States of the region and the 
European Union concerned with the Yemen file 
do not deviate from their statements about stop-
ping the conflict in Yemen as a demand and a 
wish. Without real pressure on all Yemeni par-
ties to stop the conflict, enter into peace-mak-
ing negotiations, besides returning to the politi-
cal track that stopped many years ago”.

The rebuilding of Yemen is a demand of 
many Yemenis. However its achievement in 
Yemen is conditional on facing and address-
ing many challenges, the first of which is the 
thorny political file, social justice, and address-
ing the country’s infrastructure.

The Political File is an Obstacle
The economist, Dr. Jamal Bahra, said “ 

There are many obstacles that prevent reaching 
the stage of rebuilding. The first of these ob-
stacles is the political file, the continuation of 
the conflict, and the failure to reach solutions 
that satisfy the people and the conflicting par-
ties. All of this will not serve the interests of 
the people or the country. It will hinder devel-
opment and rebuilding”.

Dr. Bahra added “One of the obstacles to 
rebuilding is the dangerous divisions that have 
led to internal racist and sectarian conflicts. It 
also led to the destruction of the country’s in-
frastructure. This has prevented the rebuilding 
of Yemen in the short term.”

He emphasized that the internal conflict 
had led to the displacement of some Yemeni 

families. In addition to its impact on the na-
tional economy. It had exacerbated poverty, 
unemployment and increased the poor’s expo-
sure to many risks, including hunger, illiteracy 
and disease.

Dr. Bahra added that among the obstacles 
are the weak internal control in all state institu-
tions. The absence of the role of the Central Or-
ganization for Control and Accountability from 
playing its role in curbing the rampant financial 
corruption in ministries and revenue-raising 
interests.

Pointing out that one of the obstacles to 
rebuilding in Yemen is the inability of those 
with scientific qualifications to play their role 
towards the homeland. Besides, there are no 
opportunities for educated and specialists to 
manage the country’s affairs according to their 
knowledge and experience.

Dr. Jamal Bahra asserted that the lack of 
a strategic political vision for managing the 
country to achieve the public and private in-
terests of all Yemeni people. Furthermore the 
fluctuation of currency exchange rates led to 
the deterioration of the value of the Yemeni ri-
yal, the high cost of living, and the low level of 
per capita income, all of which are difficulties 
of rebuilding in Yemen.

For her part, Haifa Malik (a human rights 
activist) confirmed Dr. Jamal Bahra’s words, 
by saying “The political file is one of the most 
difficult files that impede the rebuilding pro-
cess, and it is not only internal conflicts that 
negatively affect the country, but also external 
interference”.

Stability and Social Justice
The rebuilding of Yemen requires - in the 

first place - stopping the conflict, to be fol-
lowed by other stages such as reparation, so-
cial justice, infrastructure recovery, economic 
development, and a clear vision for Yemen’s 
future. This is what specialists and academics 
explained to “ Sawt Al-Amal “.

Dr. Abdullah Al-Tamimi (academic and 
media and communication expert) said “The 
rebuilding of Yemen requires first the presence 
of a leadership that has a clear vision of the 
future of Yemen. There must be security and 
stability inside the country, so that investors, 
organizations and businessmen have the oppor-

tunity to return and contribute to restoring what 
caused The conflict has resulted in the devasta-
tion and destruction of infrastructure in Yemen.

Dr. Al-Tamimi added “The damage inflict-
ed on Yemen is not only economic damage, 
there are moral damage, and psychological 
damage to Yemeni society. They must be taken 
into account. So there must be social justice to 
re-spread justice and reparation for every Ye-
meni individual who was injured or harmed 
due to the conflict.” He also stressed “These 
are very important matters that decision-mak-
ers must rectify in order to rebuild Yemen psy-
chologically, economically, etc.”

For his part, Abdullah Qassem (a global 
peace ambassador) said “ The rebuilding pro-



cess is very important; In order to move the 
wheel of economic and social development 
according to the priorities in terms of infra-
structure and reparation for the homes of cit-
izens living in camps and for the displaced in 
schools, hospitals, streets and electricity. All 
that to support the national economy, which 
considered a priority for rebuilding.

Suggestions for the First Steps
“It is not possible to talk about rebuild-

ing before stopping the conflict, and all efforts 
must be combined. The regional countries and 
the parties of the conflict bear the primary re-
sponsibility for rebuilding. Even the Yemeni 
capital, and the major countries are invited to 
contribute to the rebuilding, and all the people 
of Yemen are required to contribute to that,” ac-
cording to (Journalist Abdul Bari Taher).

 Taher said It is necessary to develop 
plans and programs for the task of rebuilding 
- which he describes as a national and human-
itarian task - and that priority should be given 
to healing wounds and compensating for what 
was lost. Crowds, rebuilding of what was de-
stroyed, rebuilding and making plans, to lift 
Yemen out of poverty, disease and ignorance.

Dr. Jamal Bahra also added “One of the 
solutions and proposals for the rebuilding of 
Yemen is to end the political conflict in its var-
ious forms between the forces of Yemeni soci-
ety, adhere to Yemeni unity, renounce hostility 
and division among the people of one Yemen. 
In addition to the call for sitting around the di-
alogue table for reconciliation, tolerance and 

fraternity between all parties to the conflict.” 
Concerning the rebuilding proposals, Dr. 

Jamal said Among the proposals that we see for 
rebuilding are: supporting the national econ-
omy by reconsidering the general regulations 
and laws by the state, providing a safe and fair 
environment for investment, reducing customs 
tariffs and taxes, and limiting illegal abuse by 
some government agency employees towards 
investors.

He pointed to the necessity of paying at-
tention to education and health, providing pub-
lic services and equal citizenship, improving 
the level of individual and group income, cre-
ating job opportunities for youth and university 
graduates, and setting sustainable development 
plans to alleviate unemployment and poverty 
in society.

Bahra stressed that realistic strategic 
plans must be drawn up for the rebuilding of 
Yemen. This is to enhance the capabilities for 
the advancement of the country by investing in 
highly qualified human resources, training and 
rehabilitating them continuously. To keep pace 
with modern technological developments, in 
line with the requirements of the labor market.

Economic Development is a Condition for 
Rebuilding

Ahmed Saeed Shamakh (researcher, eco-
nomic expert and member of the Shura Coun-
cil) said “ The requirements for rebuilding in 
Yemen or any country in which conflicts and 
destruction took place need to enter into an in-
ternal and external political process; In order to 

achieve economic stability at the medium and 
long levels. In Yemen, the process of rebuilding 
and peace is clearing its ambiguity (its realism 
becomes clear).

Shamakh added, “There is a question 
that many thinkers and political writers have 
about the extent of Yemen’s ability to rebuild 
on its own, and whether it needs international 
aid, not loans that burden the Yemenis.”

Shamakh believed that the issue of re-
building in Yemen is a process subject to 
geopolitical considerations, which enables 
the use of economic resources and exploits 
the importance of Yemen’s geographical loca-
tion on the global map. Hence these factors, 
whether at the local or international levels, 
are what can determine the destination of aid 
or donations provided to Yemen. Without re-
lying on loans, as well as the volume of fu-
ture investments that can make a qualitative 
change and a quantum leap in social and eco-
nomic development and stop the deterioration 
in Yemen.

The member of the Shura Council, 
Ahmed Shamakh, stressed the need for Yeme-
ni political forces, all the thinkers in Yemen 
and all Yemenis with their various political, 
religious, tribal and social orientations to give 
priority to the supreme national interest of Ye-
men over all personal and sectarian political 
interests. All that for the sake of the nation as 
a whole. 

Pointing out that the national forces, gov-
ernments and decision-makers in the state must 
look at what is in the Yemeni land, whether it 

is in the ground, on its surface or in the Yeme-
ni seas. The country has a very large economic 
and environmental diversity in every spot on its 
soil. Especially the Yemeni islands. Which has 
its own peculiarity in this aspect.

Ahmed said “ Whatever wealth and eco-
nomic resources Yemen possesses, from his 
point of view, they are not equal to more than 
30%, while the human factor is equal to 70%. 
The way the conflict will end depends on 
finding true national reconciliation that guar-
antees the rights of all people, preserves the 
country’s sovereignty, people’s freedom and 
dignity, restores national cohesion, and refor-
mulates policies in general. Besides, creating 

legislation and laws that keep pace with local, 
regional and international changes.

Stressing on the need to return refugees 
and displaced people who are inside the coun-
try and who are abroad. The Yemeni private 
sector must be involved, in addition to the cap-
ital owners who migrated outside the country 
or those who fled during the conflict period. 
Strict regulations and laws must be provided 
to protect public resources for the benefit of 
the people and the country. In order to launch 
national reconciliation, recovery and long-
term economic recovery. The rehabilitation 
and rebuilding in Yemen with the participation 
of all private and public sectors will enhance 

station in Aden, which started in late 2017. 
It has not been completed so far. Besides 
a project to establish a 30-megawatt gen-
erating station in Zanzibar, in Abyan gov-
ernorate, with the establishment of three 
transfer and drainage stations. This project 
was halted due to Unstable conditions in 
the province.

He added, that there are projects imple-
mented during the year 2020, represented in 
the construction of the 10 megawatt Load-
er Central Station, the 5 megawatt Abous 
station, and the 2 megawatt Ahwar station. 
The implementation of the necessary pro-
cedures for the transmission line project has 
begun. The transfer stations 132 kV. In the 
Kharir-Qaryo area, with a length of 30 km, 
and the construction of a heavy fuel power 
plant at Ibn Sina’s site, Hadramawt coast, 
with a capacity of 60 megawatts, and the 
construction of a number of seven solar en-
ergy plants with a total of 120 megawatts in 
(Aden, Lahj, Abyan, Hadramout Al-Wadi, 
and Al-Mahra).

 For his part, Eng. Omar Al-Farouq 
Bagrash (Director General of Projects at 
the Ministry of Electricity and Energy) in-
dicated that the ministry has sought since 
2015 for the reconstruction of the electrici-
ty sector in a number of Yemeni governor-
ates, faced many obstacles and problems 
- caused by the conflict - that paralyzed 

the sector. Almost completely, a number 
of strategic projects that would serve many 
Yemeni governorates were suspended.

He told “ Sawt Al-Amal “ that among 
the strategic projects that were suspended 
due to the conflict. A project to drain energy 
from the Ma’rib-Dhamar-Aden plant, fund-
ed by foreign companies that withdrew due 
to the unsafe situation in Yemen. In addi-
tion to Aden network development project 
submitted by the Kuwait Fund.

He stressed that the ministry is still 
carrying out some reforms to the road net-
work.. Seeking communication with donor 
and supportive countries to provide the nec-
essary support for the implementation of 
strategic projects related to the electricity 
sector in Yemen, besides investment plans 
and programs were prepared and handed 
over to the Ministry of Planning and In-
ternational Cooperation regarding the ad-
vancement of the electricity sector.

Regarding the president’s project, he 
said “The ministry has implemented a gas 
power plant project (the first phase), which 
is called the president’s station in Aden, 
since the end of 2017. Its capacity is esti-
mated at 264 megawatts out of 520 mega-
watts as a complete project, and the second 
phase of the project will start at the begin-
ning of 2023. The governorates which will 
benefit from it are (Aden, Lahj, and Abyan) 

with government support. The project is 
scheduled to be completed ready in 2025, 
so the station will enter service  at that time.

Water and Sanitation Sector
 The people of Taiz governorate, like 

other Yemenis in most of the Yemeni gov-
ernorates, suffering from the difficulty of 
obtaining clean drinking water due to the 
deterioration of the water sector due to the 
continuation of the conflict for seven years. 
People are buying water every day for dai-
ly consumption, from water purification 
plants.

According to the Ministry of Planning 
and International Cooperation 2021 report, 
the collapse of the public water supply sys-
tem has affected the income of families 
as they are forced to buy water every day. 
About 50% of the population struggle daily 
to find or buy enough clean water to drink, 
and this makes 14.7 million Yemenis de-
pend on humanitarian aid to protect their 
health.

“The water problem in Yemen is one of 
the oldest problems in the country. There are 
many attempts by the Yemeni government 
to address these problems according to the 
available capabilities in the short, medium 
and long term.” This is based on what was 
stated by an official in the Ministry of Water 
(who preferred not to be named).

100,000 wells in Yemen
he Ministry of Water and Environment 

also indicated that the number of wells in 
Yemen exceeded more than 100,000 wells, 
Sana’a alone owns more than 14 wells. The 
number of wells feeding Aden is approxi-
mately 114 wells feeding from three main 
fields located at the base of the Delta Tibn.

Yemen has long been suffering from 
severe water shortages, as fresh water in 
Yemen is available at a rate of only 80 cu-
bic meters. In 2014 it represented only 14% 
of the average per capita share (554 cubic 
meters) in the Middle East and North Af-
rica region. According to the World Bank 
Report 2020.

Engineer Nouri Jamal (senior special-
ist in the Ministry of Water and Environ-
ment) confirmed that the local water and 
sanitation institutions, the Rural Water 
Projects Authority and its branches in the 
various Yemeni governorates were unable 
to provide water supply services in urban 
and rural areas, and to maintain the oper-
ation of sewage facilities as a result of the 
continuing conflict. All that led to a lack 
of Oil derivatives needed to operate the 
water wells network operating stations of 
government and private institutions.

The report issued by the Ministry of 
Planning in 2020, indicated that Yemen 
has long suffered from severe water short-

ages. Water supply and sanitation have 
been affected by approximately 38% of 
the assets of this sector, of which 10% 
have been destroyed. The total damage to 
the water and sanitation sector was esti-
mated between 283 and 346 million US 
dollars.

The report reviewed the governorates 
most affected in the water sector, explain-
ing that the two cities whose facilities were 
most damaged are Taiz and Hodeidah, at a 
rate of 60% each. As for the total estimat-
ed losses in dollars, Sana’a city had 25% 
of the losses, at an amount of $86 million. 
Followed by Aden at 18% with an amount 
ranging between 52 and 63 million dollars, 
between 51 and 63 million dollars for Taiz, 
which accounted for 18%. Then Al-Ho-
deidah 13%, with an amount ranging be-
tween 36 and 44 million dollars.

The report estimated the cost of the 
estimated needs for recovery and recon-
struction in the short and medium term for 
this sector, between 763 and 932 million 
dollars. Sana’a received the highest per-
centage of needs with 196 million dollars 
over five years, followed by Aden with 
159 million dollars. Then Taiz $460 mil-
lion. The lowest percentage of financing 
needs in the water and sanitation sector is 
in Al Hazm city, with an amount not ex-
ceeding $5 million.

      The Electricity  and Water Sectors
Impactful Damage and Attempts  to Improve the Service
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The educational sector has been affected by the conflict in 
Yemen that began in 2015. It has caused enormous damag-
es. Schools were destroyed. Students and teachers are facing 
difficult challenges that hindered them from completing the 
educational process.

Ali Ahmed (one of the middle school students) was 
forced to move to Aden governorate after the situation in 
Hodeidah intensified. All that led him to drop out of school 
in order to find a job to support his family.

The Education Sector in Yemen

Challenges for Transitioning from Emergency to Recovery

The conflict led 
to the closure of 

3,700 schools 
across the repub-
lic, representing 
a quarter of the 

republic’s schools 

Issue No 22- 15/12/2021TheFile06 Sawt

Voice of Hope

Alia’a Mohammed
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

The Educational Sector is Weak
Noab Anwar Abdel Shakour (Direc-

tor of Statistics and Planning Depart-
ment at the Ministry of Education) said 
“ There is no doubt that the education-
al infrastructure and equipment in the 
educational sector before the outbreak 
of the conflict in 2015 was not of high 
quality. But rather served the purpose - it 
can be used -  today the matter has wors-
ened. This led to the destruction of many 
schools and their equipment. This nega-
tively affected the educational process.

 For his part, Ali Ahmed Massad (a 
teacher) asserted that the lack of an ap-
propriate educational environment, the 
psychological factors of the teacher and 
the learner, the absence of some teach-
ers and the deteriorating economic con-
ditions. All these factors caused many 
students to drop out of schools, and pre-
vented them from being able to continue 
their education.

Massad said “ Most of the students 
resorted to looking for jobs that would 
help them and their families provide for 
the needs of life. Which caused the emer-
gence of behaviors that harm the individ-
ual and the society in the sametime. The 
bad behaviors are many such as; chewing 
qat,  smoking cigarettes, and stealing.

Mr. Massad added “ With the exis-
tence of some treatments from educa-
tional leaders to restore the health of the 
educational process. Besides, the use of 
alternatives by male and female teachers, 
the educational level is still deteriorating, 
and it has clearly declined. In addition, 
the lack of educational means, particular-
ly textbooks, to facilitate the teacher and 
the learner tasks in receiving knowledge.

The Deterioration of the Financial 
Situation Caused the Interruption of 

Education
Abdullah Al-Matari (President of 

Jableh University) explained that the low 
level of income that most segments of 
society were exposed to, including the 
teacher, led to a decline in the demand 
for the educational process in general, 
and for university education in particu-
lar. As the material capabilities are mini-
mal, which does not allow the student to 
continue studying. It does not encourage 
the teacher to continue his teaching. The 
family is thinking a lot about continuing 
their education in schools and universi-
ties.

Emphasizing that the large inflation 
that occurred in the prices of goods and 
means of transportation; Due to the lack 
of fuel which causes high costs of trans-
portation. Many students were expelled 
from their schools and universities.

Al-Matari believed that the inter-
ruption of salaries, whether for faculty 
members and university employees or 
employees in the education sector, has 

led to the deterioration of the educational 
process. In addition to the lack of disci-
pline in the university calendar due to the 
difficulty of keeping pace with education 
and the lack of educational means. The 
lack of operating budgets for universi-
ties, all of which led to students dropping 
out of universities on the one hand, and 
the small number of students who wish to 
enroll in universities on the other.

Statistics
According to official statistical re-

ports (Department of Statistics and Plan-
ning in the Ministry of Education - Aden 
in 2015), the number of schools in the 
Republic of Yemen has reached 16,578 
schools, some of which are designed to 
be a school building with a number of 
14,751, others without a building with 
a number of 545 schools, some of them 
are in Esha, a hut made of palm fronds,  
under a tin, under a tree or the corner of 
a mosque with 405 closed schools or un-
der construction, 4,605   without sanitary 
facilities (bathrooms), 13,215 without 
school laboratories. Two million male 
and female students without school seats; 
Any bedding on the ground as well as 
other equipment.

The conflict led to the closure of 
3,700 schools across the republic, repre-
senting a quarter of the republic’s schools 
at the end of 2014/2015. Most schools 
were opened, but they still suffer from 
a significant shortage of school equip-
ment. The school building also sustained 
significant damage. Approximately 1515 
schools were damaged. Including 195 
completely destroyed, 720 partially de-
stroyed, 466 used to house the displaced, 
and 134 schools as conflict barracks, 
which many of them are damaged.

According to the report issued by the 
Ministry of Education in Sana’a in the 
year 2020, the total facilities affected by 
the conflict amounted to 3,652. The total 
number of students reached 3,652. Be-
sides, the average annual deficit in print-
ing books amounted to 84%.

The report of the Ministry of Plan-
ning and International Cooperation 2020 
stated that the education sector in Yemen 
faces many challenges and obstacles 
resulting from material damage to edu-
cational facilities, forced displacement, 
severe economic crises, and the problem 
of non-payment of salaries and irregular-
ities, which affected about 64% of the to-
tal schools, and 79% of the Total students 
in the country.

According to the 2020 Humanitarian 
Response Plan, 5.5 million children in 
the basic and the secondary education are 
in need of assistance to ensure the contin-
uation of their education. About 5 million 
are in dire need of educational assistance.

Teachers’ Salaries Cut
According to UNICEF in its July 

2020 report, some 171,600 teachers - or 
two-thirds of teaching staff - have not 
received their salaries regularly in four 

years; This has put nearly four million 
children at risk of losing access to edu-
cation.

Ferial Abdullah, one of the teachers 
who went to look for another job; To sup-
port her family, she said “Since the salary 
was cut off, I no longer feel the need to 
go to school. I am responsible for a fam-
ily. So, I cannot wait for the salary every 
three months. Even of my love for my 
profession, I went to look for another job 
to find a monthly salary to meet the needs 
of me and my children.”

Ali Ahmed Massad ( a teacher) said 
“ The conflict in Yemen has affected on 
the educational process for seven years. 
The educational environment, including 
schools and educational institutions, was 
completely and partially destroyed. The 
course of education was hampered in 
most of the confrontation areas”.

He added that most students drop out 
of schools due to psychological factors, 
economic conditions, and the failure of 
the educational staff to perform their du-
ties; As a result of the suspension of sal-
aries and the economic deterioration that 
cast a shadow over the teacher, who con-
fined most of his thinking between the 
needs of his family members, the perfor-
mance of his duty towards the students, 
the inability of some teachers to perform 
their duty at school, and their inability 
to secure a decent life for them and their 
families. Ali Massad said “ Despite all 
the challenges, the education and edu-
cational process has recently recovered, 
but with a decline in the educational and 
educational level”.

Education in Emergencies Standards
Once again, Nawab Anwar (Director 

of Statistics and Planning Department at 
the Ministry of Education) referred to 
the importance of applying standards for 
education in emergencies that begin with 
participation, which is that community 
members participate actively, transpar-
ently and without discrimination in the 
process of analyzing the response of the 
education and planning sector.

Nawab believed that after that comes 
the standard of resources that works to 
identify community resources. To use 
them to find learning opportunities suit-
able for age groups. Followed by the 

standard of applying coordination mech-
anisms in education, and providing sup-
port to stakeholders working to ensure 
access to sustainable and high quality 
education.

Nawab said “The measurement and 
evaluation standard in which evaluations 
of education in emergencies take place 
in a timely manner according to a com-
prehensive, transparent and participatory 
methodology. Finally the follow-up stan-
dard, in which the continuous follow-up 
of activities and response to education 
and the emerging education needs of the 
affected groups takes place.”

Organizations and Their Role
Nawab Anwar continued, explaining 

the role played by some organizations, 
saying: Some organizations, according to 
the recommendations of the education-
al administrations in the governorates 
where there are camps for the displaced, 
have rushed to build alternative or tem-
porary classrooms that have solved a 
large part of the educational obstacles 
for the displaced children, for example: 
In the Marib Education Office,  has de-
cided to create alternative classes in the 
Al-Jufina area, to be funded (the German 
Reconstruction Bank Grant 4) through 
UNICEF, as this is a temporary solution 
for the continuation of the educational 
process at the minimum levels.

Adding that, from 2016 to 2020, 
the educational sector improved due 
to the support of organizations, such as 
UNICEF, which contributed to raising 
the quality of education, by carrying out 
large and few repairs to schools affect-
ed by the conflict, and providing school 
chairs and other equipment. In addition 
to the Emirates Red Crescent in the pre-
vious period. Now the Saudi Reconstruc-
tion Fund, which has intervened in some 
governorates, such as Aden and Al-Mah-
ra. We hope to increase support and focus 
on a number of governorates. Certainly, 
the transition from the emergency phase 
to the recovery phase needs major inter-
ventions represented in building schools 
and adding fixed classes in other schools.

Solutions and Remedies
In the report (Department of 

Planning and Statistics in the Minis-

try of Education) for the year 2020, 
the department proposed a number 
of solutions and treatments that will 
contribute to the reconstruction in the 
education sector, including raising the 
adequacy of school buildings, rehabili-
tating them with minimum equipment, 
re-examining population density, and 
distributing reception areas feeder to 
reach a lower student density.

The report also mentioned that 
among the treatments is a review of 
the quality of equipment and the tran-
sition to smart boards and the elec-
tronic environment. In addition to ex-
pediting the opening of Chapter Four 
appropriations in the state budget at 
the ministry and governorate levels, 
which would work on building and 
constructing new schools instead of 
the destroyed or adding classrooms. 
Fixed to accommodate large numbers 
of displaced people towards some 
governorates.

In the same context, Abdullah 
Al-Matari ( the President of Jableh 
University) said “ The end of the con-
flict is the main solution to the recon-
struction of the damage left by the 
conflict that affected the educational 
sector and all vital area. In addition to 
working to return the process of dis-
bursing salaries and financial budgets 
necessary for reconstruction. 
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Damage and deterioration in services 
and facilities cause loss of lives daily. This 
is the case of the health sector in Yemen, 
which is subject to collapse, which has 
caused great suffering to citizens due to the 
lack of necessary medical services in hos-
pitals and health facilities. Due to the con-
tinuation of the conflict in various Yemeni 
governorates.

There is an urgent need to quickly re-
build or rehabilitate the health sector; To 
alleviate the suffering of the citizens, which 
increased with the increasing pace of the 
conflict and the deterioration of living con-
ditions in various aspects and sectors.

Suffering
Citizens suffer from weak health ser-

vices, and a lack of care in various forms, 
this was explained by Muhammad Issa (23 
years old from Taiz), who recounts his suf-
fering with health facilities that lack the 
most basic services in his village. His vil-
lage is located in Al-Turbah District. The 
impact of the conflict that caused the dem-
olition of homes and schools Hospitals and 
displacement of people and the spread of 
epidemics and diseases.

Muhammad said during the past six 
years, their village in the Al-Turbah Direc-
torate did not have a hospital that had all 
the modern equipment. Two years ago, his 
brother was shot. when he was transferred 
to the village’s health unit, the doctors were 
unable to do a quick surgical intervention; 
Due to the lack of the necessary capabilities. 
Then he was forced to take him to anoth-
er place. Unfortunately, it was too late, his 
brother died on the way. 

Haitham Omar (55 years old from Taiz, 
father of six children) said that the deteri-
orating health situation - as he described 
it - affected the citizens, as people became 
afraid to go to hospitals due to the displace-
ment of most highly qualified and experi-
enced doctors, and the lack of equipment. 
To have good examinations. All that hap-
pened due to the continuation of the conflict 
and the siege.

Omar added “I took my son (Ali) to 
several hospitals, and each time his condi-
tion was described in a different way, and 
various types of medications were given 
to him that compounded his illness, and 
his health deteriorated, which forced me to 
travel and treat him abroad.”

Rania Najeeb (a citizen) told the story 
of her father, who died of a stroke, due to the 
lack of services and equipment needed for 
treatment in the health facilities near them 
in the governorate of Taiz, Al-Mudhaffar 
District.

Rania began her speech, saying “It was 
two o’clock at night, when my father fell 
ill, so we took him to the hospital near the 
house. There were only two doctors on duty. 
They could not do any surgical intervention. 
As a result of that neglecting, my father 
died. The doctors could not do anything.” 
she continued, saying “The doctors have 
no responsibility. They gave him the initial 
intervention only. Due to the lack of the 

necessary capabilities to perform a surgical 
intervention for his condition, all because of 
the siege”.

Najeeb pointed out that there are many 
Yemeni citizens who have suffered from 
the deterioration in the health services, the 
weak capabilities of hospitals, and the de-
struction of the sector; Therefore, rebuilding 
what was destroyed and give it full attention 
to save as many human lives is a must.

The Health Situation in Yemen
Dr. Rajeh Al-Maliki (Director General 

of the Health and Population Office - Taiz) 
stated that the official authorities have done 
their best to rebuild health institutions and 
facilities. Then operating them according to 
the available capabilities. There are signs 
and future plans for reconstruction and the 
provision of emergency interventions to 
the health sector in Yemen. Especially at 
the present time, as the sector is passing 
through difficult stages and multiple crises 
suffered by individuals.

Regarding the challenges, Al-Maliky 
explained to “ Sawt Al-Amal “ that they do 
not have funds in the Health Office to meet 
the challenges or provide some emergency 
supplies. Especially in government health 
facilities, which may force the citizen to 
rely on the private sector, which - unfortu-
nately - aims to Profit is mainly used, and 
it does not provide real and healthy help to 
patients, but rather increases the burdens on 
their shoulders.

For his part, Mansour Al-Hubaishi (Di-
rector General of Emergency and Ambu-
lance at the Ministry of Health - Aden) said 
“ The health sector works in Yemen with 
mostly local efforts, and that the capabili-
ties are scarce and do not provide services 
at the required level. He added the support-
ing organizations in Yemen have a role in 
providing a helping hand and contributing 
to getting the health sector out of the deteri-
orating situation that Yemen has been going 
through since the beginning of the conflict 
until today.

Al-Hubaishi also stressed to “ Sawt 
Al-Amal “ that the health sector in Yemen 
needs a lot of attention in improving its 
medical services, rehabilitating its health 
facilities, and providing emergency devices 
and equipment that contribute to alleviating 
the suffering of patients to a major degree, 
which is one of the most important funda-
mentals of the process of restoring recon-
struction in Yemen.

Reports and Stats
He explained the “World Bank Policy 

Brief for the year 2021”, which dealt with 
the health situation in Yemen. The sector 
is suffering from economic deterioration 
and institutional collapse, all of which have 
been going on for a long time due to the on-
going conflict.

In summary, it was found that more 
than 80% of the population today faces 
significant challenges in accessing food, 
drinking water and health care services. It  
also indicated that the external financing 
of the health sector witnessed a significant 
decrease compared to previous years, which 
made the health system in Yemen vulnera-
ble to severe risks. The decrease in external 

financing of the health sector led to a state 
of instability regarding the future of health 
services in Yemen.

The report by the United Nations Of-
fice for the Coordination of Humanitari-
an Affairs OCHA, Yemen Response Plan, 
June-December 2020, stated that the num-
ber of people in need of health assistance in 
Yemen increased from 8.4 million people in 
December 2014 to 19.7 million people in 
2020.

According to the report, the results of 
the health facilities monitoring system con-
firm that out of 4,974 health facilities eval-
uated, only 51% of health facilities were 
opera modest attempts to bring the health 
sector out of the deteriorating situation. The 
remaining percentage was either partially 
working at 35%, or stopped completely at 
14%, due to its impact on the damages, the 
shortage of health workers, medicines and 
equipment, and the scarcity or absence of 
operating expenses.

The Continuous Needs Assessment in 
Yemen (DNA) Phase III of the World Bank 
2018 also showed that 15% of hospitals in 
Yemen are not working (11% governmental, 
22% private, and 11% unknown). In addi-
tion to 7% of health offices.

The evaluation showed that 73% of 
the 240 medical facilities in Sana’a did not 
suffer any damage, while 29% of them sus-
tained partial damage. In Taiz, 50% of the 
72 health facilities were not damaged, while 
reports indicated that 38% of them were par-
tially damaged and 12.5%   were destroyed. 
In Aden, only 10 facilities (10.75%) were 
reported damaged or destroyed, while the 
remaining 83 facilities (89.25%) were not 
damaged.

The evaluation indicated that the val-
ue of material damage to health facilities 
in 16 Yemeni cities amounted to more than 
US$544.2-665.1 million. The most affected 
cities were Sana’a, Aden and Taiz, with esti-
mated damage costs of 191.0 - 233 million 
US dollars, 56.9 - 69.6 million US dollars, 
and 121.0 - 147.9 million dollars.

Based on the assessment, the recovery 
and reconstruction needs for infrastructure 
on the cities targeted for the assessment - 
over a five-year period - amounted to be-
tween 952.3 - 1,164.0 million US dollars.

Lack of Care and Services
Dr. Muhammad Al-Yousifi (general 

practitioner) believed that in the past the 

services were incomplete, but they used to 
provide these services in a higher quality 
due to the presence of specialized cadres. 
At the present time the sector has lost a lot 
of health facilities, devices, equipment and 
qualified medical cadres due to the conflict.

Al-Yousifi told “Voice of Hope” Cur-
rently, there are many problems, which are 
the high prices of services in hospitals, a 
large shortage of medicines, the inability to 
provide them. In addition to the closure of 
many medical centers and units due to the 
lack of equipment and the lack of qualified 
personnel.” He emphasized that the hospi-
tals’ capacity had become full of the victims 
of the conflict who occupied large areas, 
and the capacity had not been developed in 
health facilities so far.

Regarding treatments, Dr. Al-Yousifi 
says: It is necessary to provide the necessary 
facilities to investors in the health sector; To 
open medical projects that help relieve the 
pressure on the health sector and facilitate 
the importation of medical equipment, be-
cause in most hospitals there are equipment 
that, if affected during the conflict, has ex-
pired and has not been renewed yet.

Dr. Muhammad Al-Yousifi continues: 
To reconstruct the health sector, educational 
hospitals must be developed, medical spe-
cialties should not be limited, and the door 
to scientific research and studies should be 
opened for most universities and hospitals.

Institutions Involved in the Field of 
Reconstruction

Institutions have made a significant 
contribution to supporting the health as-
pect. According to the capabilities available 
to them. The Microfinance Union had an 
important and effective role in this aspect, 
by helping health entrepreneurs open their 
projects, providing them with the necessary 
equipment at the lowest costs, and provid-
ing them with the necessary facilities.

Abdullah Anam (director of the Microf-
inance Union branch - Aden) said “We, as 
a finance union, provide the necessary funds 
to owners of health projects. By providing 
all their needs and requirements in the proj-
ect in return for their commitment to pay the 
amount in convenient installments that suit 
everyone.”

Anam affirmed that the union seeks to 
provide the necessary facilities in imple-
menting the procedures for the project. To 
raise the ceiling of funding for the health 

aspect in particular. Because it is one of the 
most important priorities for reconstruction 
in Yemen, and one of the most damaged fa-
cilities.

He pointed out that there are future 
programs and plans dedicated to the health 
aspect of the institution, including separat-
ing the health product from the rest of the 
service and investment products; This is to 
take care of the health sector and help miti-
gate the existing and heavy damages on this 
sector.

Societal Vision
Regarding the evaluation of the propos-

als for reconstruction operations, Saddam 
Al-Jaber (a citizen of Taiz) said “ There is a 
relative reconstruction and rehabilitation of 
some health facilities in the areas affected 
by the conflict by private institutions. As for 
the government, it has not yet undertaken 
the reconstruction of the health aspect and 
has not given it the necessary attention.

Al-Jaber explained that there are prob-
lems that the health sector is going through 
with the continuation of the conflict in Ye-
men, including: the destruction of some 
health facilities, buildings and hospitals in 
areas where clashes occurred between the 
parties to the conflict, as well as the short-
age of some medicines and the absence of 
others.

As for Hamza Sadiq from Taiz, he be-
lieves that the contribution of government 
and private institutions to the reconstruction 
of the health aspect is weak, and does not 
play the necessary role in the development 
of the health sector, which lacks many im-
portant medical devices, as well as the weak 
performance of specialized cadres, the lack 
of manpower in the sector, and the interrup-
tion of government support that It was help-
ing to cover the relatively needed treatment 
costs for patients.

He added that one of the solutions that 
will contribute to reviving and building the 
health aspect is to activate the role of civil 
society organizations; To take care of this 
aspect and carry out an intensive aware-
ness-raising process for the members of the 
society. In addition to activating the state’s 
supervisory roles on health complexes. Re-
garding the curricula of medical colleges, 
whether private or government, and the 
development of practical education and the 
development of scientific research in the 
medical fields.
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The historical and archaeological monuments in Yemen are a 
true witness to the country’s civilization for thousands of years. 
Yemen is distinguished from other countries of the world. The 
passage of time and the multiplicity of conflicts and climatic 
changes causes these monuments, buildings and archaeological 
site neglecting and some of them to extinction and sabotage.

The Role of the Yemeni Women in the   Process of Rebuilding, After the Conflict
The high cost of the conflict that has been going on in Ye-

men for seven years at all levels, the destruction of the infra-
structure in the country. As it is among the poorest countries 
in the Middle East, reflects the magnitude of the challenges 
facing the reconstruction process, and reveals the high cost 
of the conflict that Yemenis aspire to intense international ac-
tion is helping to end it besides reaching a peace agreement.
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Yemeni women were the most affected 
group by the conflict, and they represent 
the highest percentage among the mil-
lions of internally displaced people. It is 
the basic rule in the phase of peace build-
ing and reconstruction. There will be no 
real reconstruction if the society ignored 
this rule. Besides, the marginalization and 
the significant decline in the rights that 
they obtained before the conflict. Hoping 

that the reconstruction phase will be the 
beginning of an acknowledgment of the 
enormity of the conflict. Besides the im-
portance of its role in the peace process.

 Working to Enforce the Laws
Lamia Yahya Al-Eryani (head of the 

Peace School Organization, member of 
the Feminist Consensus for Peace and Se-
curity) believed that reconstruction does 
not mean only economic reconstruction, 
but rather what the conflict has destroyed 
during seven years, such as the social 
fabric, women’s rights, and all the ben-

efits that it has obtained in the past two 
decades.

She explained to “ Sawt Al-Amal “ 
that the most important areas related to 
women in the reconstruction phase are 
working to activate laws; In order to push 
them and engage them in decision-mak-
ing positions.

Al-Eryani identified the needs in the 
reconstruction phase regarding women, 
by reviewing the laws and regulations 
relating to women, and their compati-
bility with the international agreements 
signed by our country. In order to reacti-
vate those laws, not only to the level they 
were before 2015, but to the level that Ye-
meni women deserve. To empower them 
economically. It has emerged during the 
last stage in entrepreneurship and opened 
multiple economic fields, defying all ob-
stacles.

Al-Eryani stressed that it is not only 
necessary to activate laws and econom-
ic empowerment, but also political em-
powerment. In addition to giving them 
positions in decision-making. Among the 
people of the same country and to sit at 

the negotiating table in order to come up 
with a comprehensive and lasting peace 
agreement.

Enhancing the Inclusion of Women
“Yemeni women have the ability to 

actively and effectively participate in the 
reconstruction phase in all sectors and 
fields, whether political, economic, so-
cial, legislative or legal. When they get 
the opportunity to do so.” This is accord-
ing to Al-Eryani.

She emphasized that women’s orga-
nizations have a prominent and important 
role in the awareness-raising process. In 
order to stop the conflict, return to nego-
tiations, and starting the peace-building 
process. Besides, raising the awareness 
of the importance of achieving national 
reconciliation and looking into all previ-
ous violations.

The head of the Peace School Organi-
zation added “ Even in the legislative and 
legal field, women’s organizations can 
play an active role in promoting women’s 
participation at the local and internation-
al levels, and to enhance this role, local 

authorities and decision-makers must 
be convinced of the importance of the 
influential role of women in the process 
of accountability and resolving societal 
conflicts.

The Role of the Stakeholders
Regarding the assessment of the ex-

Manal Amin - Alia Muhammed
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Omar Bahafi (a journalist interested in her-
itage) told “ Sawt Al-Amal “ that some histor-
ical and archaeological monuments in Yemen 
have been completely and partially destroyed 
during the past six years. This is a real loss for 
the country, as archaeological monuments ex-
press the ancient Yemeni history.

He stressed that the lack of interest of the 
concerned authorities and society in heritage 
and the preservation of antiquities, monuments 
and historical objects will contribute to the 
elimination of a large part of Yemen’s history, 
identity and civilization.

Dhamar Museum
Ghaylan Hammoud (Professor of Archeol-

ogy at the Faculty of Arts, Sana’a University) 
stressed that the conflict had a great impact 
on archaeological sites and historical muse-
ums in all Yemeni governorates. Not only the 
archaeological buildings destroyed, but also 
the civilization and culture of  people. People 
distinguished by their rich history and ancient 
cultural, social and economic diversity.

He added to “ Sawt Al-Amal “ that one 
of the most important areas affected by the 
conflict in Yemen is the “Dhamar Regional 
Museum of Archeology”, which is one of the 
most prominent museums in Yemen. It includes 

more than 12,000 historical artifacts that bear 
witness to Yemen’s rich cultural heritage.  The 
history of that place is dated back to the Stone 
Age and the Islamic civilization. It was badly 
damaged in 2015 by the ongoing conflict. He 
also explained that the “wooden minbar of the 
Great Masjid “ that was present in the museum 
was of the Samra III style. It also was one of 
the most prominent and unique monuments of 
its kind in Yemen, and it was completely de-
stroyed.

He said “Unfortunately, this minbar can-
not be reconstructed again because it has been 
completely destroyed. Even if we reconstruct 
or restore it, it will not be of the same ancient 
archaeological value.” Ghaylan stressed on the 
importance of transforming the General Au-
thority for Antiquities into a Supreme Council 
consisting of various disciplines (endowments, 
security, universities, academics, specialists 
and engineers) and coordinates and networking 
between official institutions and international 
bodies to preserve what remains of antiquities 
and historical monuments.

He believed that achieving the recon-
struction of archaeological buildings will only 
happen by applying the documentation process 
according to the scientific standards followed 
all over the world. This is what we do not find 
and what is not applied in our country.

Hadramawt Civilization
Riyadh Bakremoum (Director General 

of the General Authority for Antiquities and 
Museums, Hadhramaut - Mukalla)said “The 
history and civilization of Hadhramaut extends 
back to more than a million years. The 1984 
Soviet scientific collegial expedition about this 
cave, and discovered traces of humans dating 
back more than a million years, that is, since 
the Stone Age.

Bakramoum reviewed for “Sawt Al-Amal 
“ the importance of the city of Hadhramaut 
historically, saying “The city still preserves 
distinct archaeological sites and areas dating 
back to the Old Kingdom era. Among the most 
important of these sites is the “Old Ribon” 
settlement located at the bottom of Do’an Val-
ley, dating back to the seventh century BC. It 
includes “The Temple of the Goddess Thata 
Hamim, the Temple of the God Sien, and the 
Networks of Irrigation Canals”.

He continued “ there are dozens of sites 
and cities, some of which are still standing, 
such as Shibam, Hadramawt, Sayun, Tarim, 
Maryam and others; It still preserves historical 
sites since the Islamic period. In addition to, 
Shihr and Sharma on the coast of Hadramawt.

He also, indicated that the city is distin-
guished by the mud architecture that was used 
and is still used in the buildings of the Hadh-
ramaut valleys, hundreds of forts and castles, 
such as the Seiyun Palace, which is the largest 
mud building, the skyscrapers in Shibam, the 
Al-Amoudi castles, and the giant muddy Ba-
surrah in Dawa’an.

On the impact of the unstable situation 
in the country on these historical monuments 
and buildings, Bakremoum points out that all 
archaeological sites in the city of Hadhramaut 
were damaged as a result of vandalism and 
theft, due to the absence of the role of official 
and security authorities in preserving them. 
The most prominent of which is the Mukalla 
Museum. Climate changes also affected some 
ancient places, such as the “Ribun “, which 
was damaged by the effects of torrential rains 
during the past periods.

He said “The local authority in Hadhram-
aut has undertaken a series of restoration proj-
ects for a number of archaeological sites. The 
most important of which are the restoration of 
the Mukalla Museum (the Royal Palace), the 
fortress (Al-Ghawizi), and the restoration of 
the middle school in Ghail Bawazir. Regarding 
the supporting parties, they have restored the 
(Shaklenza) Masjid in Al-Shehr, the (Sadda) 
wall and some buildings in Shibam, and the 
domes and mausoleums of Mukalla and Ghail 
Bawazir, which were destroyed by terrorist 
groups in 2015.

History of Aden
According to a statement from the Gener-

al Authority of Antiquities and Manuscripts in 
Yemen, the total number of museums damaged 
by the conflict in Yemen amounted to 25 whol-
ly and partially damaged. About 48 archaeolog-
ical and historical buildings were damaged in 
the city of Aden alone.

The authority explained that historical 
monuments and buildings in the city of Aden 
were greatly damaged, some of which were 
flattened, such as the (Hussainiya Masjid) of 
the Bohra sect in Crater District, the Military 
Museum, which was partially damaged on the 
eastern side, and the Abdali Palace building 
(National Museum), which includes the Antiq-
uities Museum. The popular heritage, the build-
ing of the tourist berth in the port of Tawahi, 
which was completely damaged, the (Al-Badri) 
Church and the Shatri tomb in Al-Mualla, and 
other historical, archaeological and religious 
monuments.

Mueen Younis Al Amer (historical re-
searcher in the field of Yemeni heritage) ex-
plained to “Sawt Al-Amal “ that during the 
conflict period the smuggling of antiquities 
increased due to the unstable security situation 
in the country. The government and the Gen-
eral Authority for Antiquities were making 
efforts. It is important to reduce this phenom-
enon. Especially as the proceeds from the sale 
of antiquities go to fund the beneficiaries of the 
continuing conflict in Yemen.

 He added that efforts are being made by 
all concerned parties to include archaeological 
sites and historical cities in Yemen on the UN-
ESCO list to protect and preserve them, such 
as the city of Crater due to its historical impor-
tance. In addition to the area of   (Aden cisterns), 
which must be protected from acts of robbery 
and vandalism.
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tent of the concerned authorities’ readi-
ness for the reconstruction phase, she 
said “The concerned authorities - unfor-
tunately - are preoccupied with the con-
flict in which no one is victorious. The 
first and last loser is the citizen. There-
fore there is no willingness on the part 
of the concerned authorities to involve 
women in the reconstruction”.

She continued her speech by saying 
“During the next stage, all parties must 
work together to implement positive 
steps that contribute to stop the conflict 
that destroyed everything. In order to sit 
for negotiations. As there is no longer 
any point in continuing this conflict. The 
conflict did not reached the goals of any 
of the parties. So they must be convinced 
that the preparation for the reconstruction 
phase by  stopping the conflict then start-
ing the peace building process.

Al-Eryani indicated that civil society 
organizations in Yemen have public pol-
icy papers on the importance of the role 
of women in the reconstruction phase 
in various aspects. Especially in the 
economic aspect. As for the conflicting 

parties, they have a special axis of recon-
struction, but it will remain ink on paper 
as long as the conflict continues.

Implementation of the Outcomes of 
the National Dialogue

Walid Abdel Hafeez (the consultant 
specializing in peace, security and gen-
der issues) believed that it is necessary 
to agree to go towards implementing the 
outcomes of the national dialogue with 
regard to reconstruction and women’s 
participation in peace processes. That 
the reconstruction phase proceed in a 
balanced and connected manner with 
the implementation of the outcomes of 
the dialogue in a way that guarantees the 
presence of women In the House of Rep-
resentatives and in all decision-making 
positions by 3%, because we thus guar-
antee its presence in all important fields 
and sectors. Especially in the planning 
and implementation aspect of the recon-
struction process.

In his view, the priorities for women 
at this stage are economic empowerment, 
because the entire Yemeni people must 

get out of the stage of financial aid and 
its waiting for aid and food baskets to the 
stage of relying on natural resources to 
finance projects that will contribute to 
the economic empowerment of the coun-
try. So the priority should always be for 
women as they are the most affected by 
the conflict.

He added “ Women in the conflict 
stage have proven that they are more ca-
pable of working in the economic field. 
Women have been able to reactivate the 
agricultural, developmental, economic 
and fisheries sectors as well. So, it is very 
important to be given grants to support 
projects in this aspect. I think that they 
will be more effective in re-activating the 
sector. Activating the agricultural sector, 
which makes us capable of self-suffi-
ciency. We must strengthen the gender 
equality.

It  affirmed that women need to 
gain confidence from society and deci-
sion-makers as an effective and influ-
ential partner in achieving stability and 
development, and enhancing decent live-
lihoods for the Yemeni citizen by sup-

porting them in involving them within 
the various influential government insti-
tutions through which they can present 
women’s vision, participate effectively. 
The main role in achieving peace sus-
tainable.

As for the role of civil society organi-
zations, Abdel Hafeez said “ It is known 
that one of the most important roles of 
civil society organizations is raising 
awareness, preparing studies and re-
search on community issues, implement-
ing advocacy campaigns and putting 
pressure on decision makers in many is-
sues that require realization at this stage. 
One of the important roles of feminist or-
ganizations lead by women is the process 
of monitoring and evaluation. We need 
a third party to monitors, evaluates, and 
expresses opinions simply and freely. 
Let’s get out of the questioning of the de-
velopment sectors between civil society, 
the government and the private sector. To 
move to the stage of partnership”.

He stressed that the official authori-
ties do not have any willingness to start 
implementing the reconstruction phase. 

There are no plans or studies that reflect 
women’s point of view or their partner-
ship realistically and effectively. As a re-
sult, it is very important that the parties 
to the conflict take advantage of women’s 
capabilities instead of excluding them. 
To move to advanced steps in the process 
of recovery and reconstruction in Yemen.

On the importance of reconstruction, Al 
Amer said that the process of reconstruction 
of archaeological sites damaged by the conflict 
has become obligatory and requires immediate 
implementation. However, there are obstacles 
that prevent proceeding with the rehabilitation 
process and preserving history, the most im-
portant of which is the weakness of the local 
political systems (the local authority). Besides, 
their lack of seriousness in playing their role in 
this field, if there is no security protection and 
community awareness for these sites, there will 
be no significant results for any restoration or 
sequestration work for these sites. This is what 
worries private international organizations in 
this aspect, such as UNESCO.

He stressed the importance of defining the 
administrative body supervising the protection 
and reconstruction operations, and the need to 
involve the community in its protection by rais-
ing awareness of the importance of preserving 
antiquities, reporting gangs looting antiquities, 
exchanging information within specialized 
teams with official authorities, and adopting 
and encouraging community initiatives in this 
field.

Lahij Governorate
Lahj governorate is one of the ancient 

Yemeni governorates that has witnessed all 
historical stages. Lahj contains distinguished 
historical sites and landmarks. You will find the 
ancient historical “Tala’ Mountain” in the Al-
Anad region, the settlement of Sabr, Dashim, 

and the old name of Lahj governorate Tabab , 
and Jabal Saba, Khor Al-Amira and others. 

The Antiquities Office in Lahj Governorate 
stated that the city contains 143 archaeological 
sites dating back to the Paleolithic and the late 
Islamic period. Arwa Ahmed Hassan (interest-
ed in archeology, from Lahj governorate) said 
to “Sawt Al-Amal” that the most prominent 
historical and tourist attractions in Lahj gover-
norate are Dar Al-Hajar Palace, Al-Rawda Pal-
ace - currently the College of Agriculture - and 
Sultan Fadl Abdul Karim Palace in Al-Hawtah. 
No care  neither from the local authority nor 
from international organizations.

She stated that all the palaces are in very 
poor conditions. As it have been destroyed 
due to the continuing conflict and neglect that 
caused the landscaping process on their area, 
such as Al-Rawda Palace and Dar Al-Hajar 
Palace.

She also indicated that the city of Lahj 
contains ancient historical Masjids, such as the 
State Masjid and the Jamie Masjid, which were 
also damaged and are in dire need of rehabilita-
tion and restoration operations in the same ar-
chitectural style on which it was built. The city 
also includes the most prominent monuments 
in the region of Teban. Teban includes  Ra’ar-
ea’a,  Kharaib and Al-Araies, which was also 
damaged by the conflict. It is an archaeological 
and tourist attraction, which is very popular, 
especially during the rainy season and during 
the holidays.

Taiz Governorate
According to a report by the General Au-

thority of Antiquities and Museums in Taiz 
Governorate, the damaged monuments at the 
city center level amounted to about 15 archae-
ological and historical landmarks. It includes 
religious monuments, forts, castles, museums, 
domes, shrines, schools, and ancient archaeo-
logical baths.

According to a report issued by Mwata-
na Organization for Yemeni Human Rights in 
2018, eight historical monuments in Taiz Gov-
ernorate have been destroyed since the begin-
ning of the conflict in 2014.

Mahboub Al-Jaradi (Director of the Gen-
eral Authority of Antiquities, Taiz) confirmed 
that there are many monuments and archae-
ological sites that have been damaged by the 
conflict and climatic changes in the province. 
The most important of which is the National 
Museum - the largest of Taiz museums - in the 
Al-Ardi area, southeast of the city, which has 
been subjected to severe and great damage due 
to the continuous bombing. In addition tohe 
heavy rains that caused the collapse of the gate 
building. In addition to being subjected to rob-
bery, looting and fire.

He also indicated to “ Sawt Al-Amal 
“ that the Museum of Folklore within the 
framework of the museum complex in 
Al-Aradi had collapsed and the southern part 
of it collapsed, in addition to being subjected 
to looting of all contents, including electrical 

wires, doors and windows.
He said “ Sallah Historic Museum, which 

contained more than 300 archaeological rooms, 
was completely demolished, and the “Histori-
cal Cairo Citadel” Museum was also damaged, 
most of the castle’s towers and walls col-
lapsed, and the park in the west of the castle 
was completely destroyed. Even the Dome of 
“Abdul Hadi Al-Sudi” and the Dome of “king 
Al-Moayad  “ were also destroyed. In addition 
to partial damage to one of the minarets of 
Al-Ashrafiya and Hasanat Masjid, and the front 
facade of the branch building of the General 
Authority of Antiquities in Taiz was destroyed.

He emphasized that all of this damage was 
within the city center. There are many priceless 
artifacts that were looted and stolen, which 
caused the city of Taiz to lose its cultural her-
itage.

Al-Jaradi also stated that the General Au-
thority of Antiquities in Taiz suffers from a 
funding problem. Especially in the process of 
restoring monuments, as it is very expensive 
and needs real support for reconstruction. An 
amount of 50 million dollars has been allocated 
to restore the damaged monuments in the city.

He explained that during the last period, 
I contacted some external organizations con-
cerned with this regard. In light of this, the 
National Museum was completely restored in 
two phases. It is working to restore the Folklore 
Museum.

Old Sana’a
Doaa Al-Wasei (Chairman of the Throne 

Belqis Foundation for Heritage and Tourism) 
indicated that a large number of historical 
cities, archaeological sites and museums in 
Yemen have been damaged by the conflict, 
including those subjected to looting and theft. 
Its number was estimated at 30,000 homes. 
According to the documentation and invento-
ry process carried out by the Social Fund for 
Finance (UNESCO), the General Authority for 
Antiquities. In addition to the (Imam Al-Hadi) 
Masjid in Saada, the (Imam Al-San’ani) Masjid 
in Sana’a, and other.

Yemeni archaeological sites.
She added to “ Sawt Al-Amal “ that there 

are parties that have submitted projects to re-
store a number of archaeological and historical 
sites affected by the conflict. The most import-
ant of which was the project to establish cours-
es that support the old craft industries that were 
implemented in Sana’a and Zabid by a support 
of the Social Fund and in cooperation with 
the Commission, in addition to that UNESCO 
presented two projects to support old damaged 
homes.

On the role of the supporting bodies, 
Doa’a said the lack of funding and support pro-
vided to repair the damage left by the conflict 
on buildings and archaeological sites is due to 
the emergence of the Corona virus. So, many 
organizations turned to health and drug support 
during the pandemic period.

Source: Aden Again OrganizationSource: Aden Again Organization



Damaged Residential Buildings and Hopes for Rebuilding Compensation

the repair 
of damaged 
structures is 
estimated at 
US$7.6–9.3 
billion over 
five years

According to well-informed and official sources in Taiz, 
with the intensification of the Yemeni crisis in 2015, hun-
dreds of buildings in residential areas were destroyed, such 
as Taiz city which is considered the most affected in terms of 
destroyed buildings. This has caused most of the population 
of these areas to displace to camps or other safer neighbor-
ing cities. 
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By: Samah Emlaak
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

Despite the lack of accurate statistics 
on the extent of damages to residential 
buildings in each Yemeni governorate un-
til this year 2021, there is still a continu-
ous deterioration, evidenced by the most 
frequent waves of displacement from con-
flict areas.

41% Damaged Housing Assets
A report by the Ministry of Planning 

and International Cooperation (2020) in-
dicates that due to the conflict and war, 
41% of all housing assets have been sub-
ject to damage. Taiz, Mocha, and Sa’ada 
have been severely affected, with more 
than 60% of their housing stock damaged. 
In Sana’a, the largest city in Yemen, 40% 
of the housing stock has been affected to 
some extent. Given the large size of Sa-
na’a, its damaged housing stock alone 
represents 38 % of all damage in the 16 
cities. Sana’a, together with Taiz, Aden, 
Hodeidah, and Sa’da, represent more than 
90 % of the damaged housing stock. 

Total damage to the housing sector is 
estimated to range between US$5.1 bil-
lion and US$6.2 billion. 

The continuous assessment of needs 
in Yemen (the third phase - 2018 of the 
World Bank) confirms that the recovery 
process will require the implementation 
of flexible mechanisms and solutions, 
including rehabilitating the infrastructure 
for residential building, restoring services, 
finding solutions to the issue of land and 
property, resolving conflicts, providing 
compensations and aids, and rehabilitat-
ing buildings.

Mukhtar Al-Mariri (Political Analyst) 
believes that residential rebuilding de-

pends basically on achieving peace and 
stability, ending the conflict, implement-
ing reconciliation among the people of the 
country, resolving the root causes of con-
flict and agreeing on fair references regu-
lating the process of political partnership 
in the transitional period, setting a clear 
and guaranteed vision for the future of 
political action and future political part-
nership, working on serious and urgent 
solutions for the Yemeni economy, and 
working to raise the salaries of working 
and retired state employees, and the so-
cial security segment. He confirmed this 
by saying: “The matter has many dimen-
sions, and it is not just laying one stone 
upon another.”

Calls for Compensation for Victims
Fatima Mohammed Bakil, one of 

the victims of forced displacement from 
her home in Salh District- Taiz, was dis-
placed with her family of eight members. 
Fatima said: “Our house was completely 
destroyed and turned into ruins. Although 
life is gradually returning to normal, our 
house is uninhabitable. Fortunately, we 
were displaced a few days before its de-
struction in August 2015 to another gover-
norate, otherwise we would all have been 
(victims of destruction).”

Bakil said: After a long, painful and 
indescribable suffering, she and her fam-
ily settled in the city of Ibb. She empha-
sized that there is no way to return after 
displacement unless the state or the con-
cerned organizations grant them compen-
sation to help them restore and repair their 
house; to be livable.

On her part, Imtiaz Hassan (a citizen 

from Al-Kanab area, Taiz), pointed to-
wards their house on the other side of the 
street. However, she made it clear that al-
though her house is in her sight, she can’t 
enter it. The contact zones prevent her 
from her home.

Imtiaz describes her pain and grief: 
“Imagine that your house is being de-
stroyed in front of your eyes. You and your 
grandparents did everything you could to 
build it and feel a sense of stability.”

Challenges and Efforts
Muwaffaq Al-Salami (Masters in Law 

at the University of Taiz) pointed out the 
challenges facing the process of compen-
sating civilians whose homes were dam-
aged by the conflict. He said: The most 
prominent of these challenges are the 
continuation of the conflict, the absence 
of accurate statistics on the extent of the 
damage and the delay in forming a neu-
tral national committee that conducts field 
surveys after reviewing and checking. 
Al-Salami believes that stability is more 
important than rebuilding and has priority. 
Yemenis today need a national reconcili-
ation that requires taking into account all 
outstanding issues. Then, the issue of resi-
dential, government and private buildings 
will be put on the table.

Saber Munir- 30 years old, from 
Hawd al-Ashraf, Taiz- confirmed that a 
few months ago, an organization came 
down to conduct a field survey on the de-
stroyed houses due to the conflict in al-
Ashraf Basin. The people rejoiced over 
the compensation that might be paid to 
them for their damaged homes.

Munir said that most of the popula-

tion did not repair the damage done to 
their houses in the hope for support and 
compensation. Despite the support that 
the the people receive in the form of food 
baskets, there are many voices calling for 
giving the residential buildings a second 
priority to rehabilitate them again.”

Suggested Treatments and Solutions
Political analyst Mohammed Dibwan 

Al-Mayahi believes that developing strat-
egies for rebuilding cannot be worked on, 
as there are no efforts, but just attempts as 
separate writings on the part of the con-
flicting parties. These writings were not 
developed into a comprehensive strategy 
that arrangements can be built upon.

Al-Mayahi stressed that developing 
strategies for rebuilding needs a particular 
actor to adopt such process, including Ye-
men Information Center’s voices for and 
initiatives to future rebuilding. He also 
believes that the process of rebuilding 
depends on reaching a political settlement 
and achieving a state of stability. Rebuild-
ing is also linked to the development pro-
cess and the financing of external donors, 
as well as on how serious are the donor 
countries to save the Yemeni people from 
the effects of the years-long conflict.

He further added that rebuilding of 
the infrastructure of residential buildings 
requires the formation of independent and 
impartial special committees that work on 
feasibility studies, tenders and financing. 
It also requires work teams that carry out 
comprehensive studies of damage and 
then arrange priorities of the stage. Grad-
ually, the process of rehabilitation or re-
building will thus occur as it should be.

More than Nine Billion Dollars is the 
Value of Housing Recovery 

In the estimates of the Ministry of 
Planning and International Coopera-
tion’s 2020 report, it stated that the re-
pair of damaged structures is estimated at 
US$7.6–9.3 billion over five years. 

The report clarified the importance of 
articulating a strategy to address the shel-
ter needs of the conflict-affected popula-
tion. Ideally, this strategy should be part 
of a broader housing policy framework 
for the entire sector. At the long term, 
launching a series of reforms to address 
the systemic issues facing the housing 
sector, along the supply and demand 
value chain.

Due to the 
conflict and 
war, 41% of 
all housing 
assets have 

been subject to 
damage



Al-Abbasi: Achieving peace and Stability Contributes to Turning the wheel of Economic Activity in Yemen

Availability of Sufficient Financial Resources is a Necessary Condition for Financing Rebuilding Projects
“To start the process of economic recovery and rebuilding in Ye-

men, the main requirement of achieving stability and peace must be 
achieved, which depends directly on the ingenuity of the political elites 
in the process of propagating the country properly at the internation-
al level,” the Yemeni economic expert, Dr. Mutahar Al-Abbasi, con-
firmed in an exclusive interview with Sawt Al-Amal.

Mutahar Al-Abbasi

EconomicEconomic  RecoveryRecovery  AttemptsAttempts    inin  YemenYemen
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The Editor-in-Chief

- Is the country ready to enter into the rebuild-
ing phase?

First, before talking about the rebuilding phase, it 
must be preceded by a talk about peace and stability, 
and about creating an appropriate environment to turn 
the wheel of economic activity in the country. Rebuild-
ing is a goal for all Yemenis, but the ultimate goal at the 
moment is stopping the conflict as a basic requirement 
for rebuilding.

The rebuilding process means the availability of 
sufficient material resources, cooperating with the in-
ternational community, building common interests, 
and opening the way for private sector to participate in 
development. All these requirements, and many more, 
cannot be available as long as the conflict continues. 
Therefore, it is hoped that the Yemeni political elites, 
if they are really keen on the country’s recovery, will 
have greater tendency to peace and acceptance of the 
other and will lay solid foundations for the post-conflict 
phase, so that peace and security prevail in the country, 
thus entering into the rebuilding phase successfully and 
effectively.

- What are the basic requirements for the re-
building phase from an economic point of view?

The availability of sufficient financial resources is 
a necessary condition for financing rebuilding projects. 
Previously, the country relied on the revenues of oil and 
gas exports, which were the main resource for the state 
treasury, at a rate of up to 80%. It is not possible to 
talk about the state’s general budget without research-
ing its resources. This resource has stopped due to the 
ongoing conflict. The other resource is international 
aids and grants from donor organizations and countries 
which are provided through international cooperation 
and coordination. This resource has been a major artery 
for the country’s development wheel, especially since 
the restoration of Yemeni unity in 1990. Certainly, re-
building will require a helping hand from Gulf funds 
such as the Arab Fund for Economic Development and 
the Islamic Development Bank at the international and 
regional community, or from the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund at the international level 
or from countries known historically as donors of de-
velopment in Yemen at the bilateral level.

Besides other resources such as taxes, customs, 

fisheries, and others, these two resources represent the 
cornerstone of the rebuilding phase of the country. All 
of these resources are not available in the current cir-
cumstances and are subject to an end to the conflict and 
a cessation of hostilities.

- How willing is the Yemeni private sector to par-
ticipate in the rebuilding phase?

The Yemeni private sector is more of a family sec-
tor than a sector that attracts and invests resources and 
inputs of other resources (capital and labor). It has its 
caveats in economic work. However, we do not deny 
that the Yemeni contracting sector has a role in the de-
velopment process in the country, especially after the 
reforms that took place in the second half of the first 
decade of the millennium; that is, after the establish-
ment of the High Authority for Tender Control (HATC). 
In addition to the recovery of the private sector in the 
tourism and service aspects and some manufacturing 
industries, the contracting sector has begun to recover 
in real terms. However, the private sector’s contribu-
tions in the development field were timid compared to 
the role of the government sector in this aspect.

The private sector thrives in an investment-friendly 
environment. During the past periods, this environment 
was not available to investors due to conflicts. In all 
countries of the world, the process of economic devel-
opment does not depend only on the local private sec-
tor, but on the international private sector, or at least 
through creating partnership between them or working 
within an integrated system that includes a stable politi-
cal, legislative, security and economic environment that 
contributes to the development process, with an effec-
tive banking system.

-How can the rebuilding phase contribute to the 
recovery of the economic situation in the country?

Recovery and rebuilding are two sides of the same 
coin. It is almost impossible to talk about rebuilding 
without talking about the process of economic recov-
ery and vice versa. We can benefit from the experienc-
es of other countries that have had conflicts and have 
succeeded to overcome these difficulties and open the 
doors for foreign investments that have contributed to 
the recovery of the economic situation. The main re-
quirement for rebuilding is to achieve stability and 
peace. Rebuilding also depends largely on the ingenu-
ity of the political elites in the process of propagating 
the country properly at the international level, through 
giving messages of reassurance to the Yemeni, Arab 
and even foreign investors, which will accelerate the 

rebuilding process and contribute to the economic re-
covery in the country.

- What are the most prominent sectors that have 
been affected and must be given priority in the re-
building process from economic perspective?

Most of the economic and social sectors have been 
severely affected. The most prominent of those sectors 
that have been directly affected are the oil sector, which 
has a significant impact on the state budget, and then 
service infrastructure such as the electricity sector, the 
education sector, as the conflict caused a large number 
of schools to become unavailable and unable to resume 
the educational process, and the health sector, in which 
health facilities and centres were greatly affected, as 
well as roads, bridges, airports and ports.

- What is your assessment of international stud-
ies and reports that determine the extent of the dam-
age in Yemen?

There is a report prepared by the World Bank on the 
economic impacts (Yemen Dynamic Needs Assessment 
“DNA”). Making large estimates of the value of dam-
age and what Yemen needs for recovery and rebuilding. 
Although the report targeted a group of Yemeni gover-
norates and cities in northern and southern Yemen, by 
comparing images before and after the conflict using a 
specific technical device, it is, to some extent, a scientif-
ic and technical attempt that suffices under the current 
circumstances.

- To what extent does Yemen need international 
participation in the rebuilding programs?

In the phase of stability and peace, international 
support had a significant impact on the implementation 
of development projects in the country, especially after 
1995, when the economic reform program supported by 
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and 
international organizations began.

The implementation of Yemen’s Second Five Year 
Plan for Social and Economic Development and Donors 
Conference in Paris, from which we raised more than 
2.3 billion dollars, then came. In the Third Five Year 
Plan, the London conference was implemented and we 
raised about $7 billion. After the 2011 crisis, the pro-
gram (the stage for economics and development) was 
prepared, and we raised about 13 billion dollars from. 

When we look over the past twenty years, we will 
find that externally funded projects are considered stra-
tegic and more influential in society in various service 
and development sectors. Currently, international sup-
port depends on the political vision of the country and 
how to achieve stability and peace.

- Are the official and private bodies in Yemen 
able to absorb external funds and grants during the 
rebuilding process in Yemen?

The donors believed that there is a problem that the 
Yemeni government endures in absorbing aid and loans 
and conducting studies related to projects that absorb 
international grants since 2000. Therefore, they created 
an independent commission outside the government, 
which worked to withdraw its tendering powers.

Absorptive capacity is linked to government poli-

cies and procedures. There are external experiences in 
attracting grants and loans away from government red 
tape, focusing on the principle of transparency and clar-
ity in the preparation and implementation of projects 
to create a kind of reassurance for the financiers. Then, 
the funding is put in its appropriate place according to 
the criteria presented in the tendering and selection of 
contractors and others. 

Yemen is going through great challenges, and the 
issue of recovery and rebuilding was not new to the 
international community. In 2017, the World Bank pre-
pared a plan towards economic recovery and rebuild-
ing in Yemen, determined the volume of investments 
required during that period, which was estimated at 88 
billion dollars, identified the priorities of the service 
and development sectors that need investment and de-
velopment, introduced key themes included supporting 
the public budget, infrastructure, human development, 
and creating opportunities for young people to begin 
the process of economic recovery and rebuilding, which 
was scheduled to run from 2017 to 2023.\

- Have the official authorities prepared a work-
ing plan for the rebuilding in Yemen?

To prepare a plan related to rebuilding and eco-
nomic recovery, focus must be placed on the technical 
aspect related to collecting information related to the 
extent of unemployment, poverty and inflation through 
real field surveys. Nevertheless, there are real intentions 
present at the official level in implementing rebuilding 
plans. Currently, there are no national studies adopted 
by the government regarding rebuilding, and only inter-
national studies are available.

Exclusive - Sawt Al-Amal Newspaper

Yemen is witnessing deteriorating 
and unprecedented economic, social and 
humanitarian conditions, exacerbated at 
the present time by the continuation of 
the conflict, which in turn has reflected 
on the quality of public and financial ser-
vices in the country, and has thus exac-
erbated the situation for many Yemenis.

The decline in oil exports, the de-
crease in the volume of humanitarian 
support, the reliance on aid and financial 
transfers, the weak public (service and 
development) infrastructure, the frag-
mentation of institutional capacities, es-
pecially the Central Bank of Yemen, and 
the severe shortage of basic production 
inputs have contributed to the prolonga-
tion of the conflict to the present time.

The public budget has witnessed 
deep imbalances in recent years. Pub-
lic revenues decreased by an average of 
-21.4% during the period 2015-2019. 
This led to a decline in the gross domes-
tic product (GDP) from 32% in 2014 to 
8.4% in 2019, according to the report of 
the Central Bureau of Statistics (The Ef-
fects of the War on the Yemeni Econo-
my 2020). With regard to public expendi-
tures, they decreased significantly at the 
total level during the period 2015-2019. 
The data showed its decline at an annual 
average of -14.3%, which led to a decline 
in its percentage of GDP from 36.8% in 
2014 to 26.5% in 2019, and an increase 
in the public budget deficit in relation to 
GDP from 4.8% in 2014 to about 9.3% 
in 2019 .

The report of (Reconstruction and 
Economic Recovery Priorities Plan - 

June 2019) pointed out that the public 
financial crisis in Yemen is facing a diffi-
cult and unprecedented situation, due to 
the suspension of production and export 
of oil and gas since the beginning of the 
conflict, and the decline in its revenues 
by a significant rate of 95%. As a result, 
the investment program was frozen.

Due to the deterioration and deple-
tion of the Central Bank’s foreign ex-
change reserves, which declined from 
5.4 billion dollars in 2015 to 1.5 billion 
dollars in 2016, and to about half a bil-
lion dollars (0.5) in 2017, that is about 
91% of its reserves, many repercussions 
emerged, represented by the deteriora-
tion of the national currency, the escala-
tion of inflation rates, and the recovery of 
the black market for oil derivatives. 

The economic losses resulting from 
the continuation of the conflict for the 

seventh year in a row led to the necessity 
of considering these repercussions result-
ing from the worsening economic situa-
tion affecting the social and humanitarian 
aspect in the country.

In an attempt to restore stability and 
overall economic recovery, it is neces-
sary to focus on resuming oil and gas 
production and exports, and to work on 
accelerating the absorption of available 
resources to finance projects from do-
nors, enhance the operational capabilities 
of government institutions, seek regular 
salary payments to state employees in 
the country, and support the cash transfer 
program.

The report also stressed the need to 
reactivate the country’s financial, mone-
tary and banking policy through raising 
the rate of public revenue collection to its 
pre-conflict levels, restoring institution-

al and information capabilities, raising 
the efficiency of financial management, 
reducing the deficit to safe levels (5%), 
financing it from non-inflationary sourc-
es, and focusing on enhancing the effec-
tiveness of the Central Bank in managing 
monetary policy to achieve relative sta-
bility in the exchange rate of the national 
currency against foreign currencies and 
to build a foreign exchange reserve that 
maintains the creditworthiness at its ac-
ceptable limits.

In the same report, it is necessary to 
resume the activity of Aden oil Refinery 
to provide oil derivatives, to rehabilitate 
and develop oil and gas fields that were 
damaged by the ongoing conflict, start 
the rebuilding of the infrastructure that 
was affected by the conflict, and main-
taining oil and gas export revenues at 
74% of their pre-2015 level.



In Every Rainy Season, Old Sana’a Calls for Rebuilding

Months have passed since the floods caused 
by torrential rains. However, the effects of the 
damage to the buildings of “Old Sana’a” are still 
visible. Many people are calling for the rebuilding 
and rehabilitation of homes, roofs, and streets, 
for fear of house demolitions, as the area is a his-
torical landmark and in the World Heritage List.

The old city of Sana’a experiences heavy 
rains and torrential streams in every rainy sea-
son, causing many natural and human disasters, 
threatening a world archaeological landmark, 
and warning that the humanitarian crisis in Sa-
na’a will further get worsened.
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Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

The buildings of “Sam City” com-
bines Yemen’s ancient architecture and 
deep rooted civilization which dates back 
to the ninth century BC, according to his-
torians. Today, it is being neglected by 
the concerned authorities in the region 
and international organizations, especial-
ly UNESCO, according to the people of 
the area.

Amount of Damages
On a visit by “Sawt Al-Amal” to 

“Old Sana’a” to find out and determine 
the extent of the damage, it found most 
of the buildings damaged and their roofs 
collapsed as most of them are made with  
mud. Many houses were wholly or par-
tially destroyed. According to Public 
works projects 2020, “around a 100 fam-
ilies (700 people) are at risk of death or 
displacement at any moment,” as their 
homes are at risk of falling due to the 
heavy rains last year 2020. In addition, 
torrents inundated their basement homes, 
exceeded the stone walls for the first 
time, and caused great financial losses to 
the people; cars and household furnish-
ings were damaged.

Abdul Hamid Qatab, a member of 
the local council in old Sana’a, report-
ed that the number of damaged houses 
is many. Most of the damage was in the 
lower cabinets of the buildings located 
on the eastern and southern sides of the 
city. Therefore, it is necessary to rehabil-
itate the buildings.

People are Calling for Rebuilding
“A lot of people call it a historical 

city, but in reality they do not seek to re-
store or rehabilitate it. It does not receive 
any attention, and no one visits it. Most of 
the buildings need restoration and main-
tenance. My house needs repairs, but I 
can’t do that with my age and bad living 
conditions,” Hajj Ahmed al-Ghaithi (one 
of the sons of the old city of Sana’a) said. 
He stressed the need to save the “walled 
city” from the destruction and debris that 
the city witnesses during the rainy sea-
sons. Hajj Ahmed Ali Al Ghaithi sighs 
before what is happening to his ancestral 
buildings and to the Yemeni heritage. 
The only thing they could do about the 
rain, he said, was to move with his fami-
ly to a neighboring house, which was no 

better than the previous one. There are 
many cracks in it, but at least it is not in 
danger of falling.

Nabil Ahmed (architect) said: “The 
great damage to buildings is caused by 
the fact that some buildings are sur-
rounded by orchards. When the water 
content increases, the water seeps from 
the orchard into the rooms located at the 
bottom of the building. The buildings are 
also traditional and fragile. They are not 
made of cement, but of mud and plaster. 

Buildings are hanging and holed up 
from below (basements), which leads 
to the demolition of the house. He add-
ed that he has been living in a house he 
rented for 20 years, and that he has been 

working on the maintenance of the house 
for 20 years. Ahmed sent a message to 
the concerned authorities urging them 
to rebuild residential buildings to avoid 
furtherrain damage in each rainy season. 
The difficult economic conditions pre-
vented him from renovating the building 
completely.

Sadiq Al-Sabahi’s house was com-
pletely demolished, and the roof com-
pletely collapsed. Al-Sabahi said: “Thank 
God, we were alive, but the furniture was 
completely damaged.” He explained that 
after they felt that their house was about 
to fall, they resorted to their neighbour’s 
house.

In addition to the damage happened 

to their houses, residents in the area com-
plained bitterly about their economic 
situation. Some families, whose only in-
come depends on motorcycles, the work 
that has become intermittent for most of 
them due to the lack of oil, demanded to 
improve the economic situation before 
starting rebuilding. 

Another building, also adjacent to 
Al-Sabahi’s house, was completely de-
molished. The wall, which has witnessed 
epochs of time and is tall, has also been 
subjected to destruction and cracking, 
especially on the western and southern 
sides.

In a neighbouring house, Umm Mo-
hammed said: “The roof of the house is 

made of mud, and rain water seeps from 
the roof into the rooms and stairs. We put 
tarpaulins on the roofs of houses to pro-
tect mattresses and furniture from rain 
water leakage. There are three families 
inside the house since the house belongs 
to many heirs. We hope houses get ren-
ovated.”

Samir Mohammed-18 years old, 
from Old Sana’a- said: There are 11 
people inside almost collapsed house. 
Everyone gets scared with every rainy 
season. Some rooms have large holes in 
the ceilings, such as the bathroom and 
the kitchen. Years have passed and the 
building is still in the same condition. He 
has strived to renovate the house as he is 
the breadwinner for the family, but he is 
facing great challenges as he is at an age 
he should enrol in education as well as 
get a job.

Solution Initiatives
Governmental institutions represent-

ed by (the Local Council in Old Sana’a 
and the Historic Cities Authority) first 
made lists of the exact number of dam-
aged buildings and its type and then 
called on international and historical 
organizations to stand by and save the 
historic city, according to Abdul Hamid 
Qatab, a member of the local council in 
Old Sana’a. “Emergency Interventions 
after Floods in Old Sana’a for the Most 
Damaged Houses” project worked with 
three components: The first targeted 18 
houses with the process of restoring their 
lower parts: the walls, ceilings and floors 
of the basement rooms. This project ben-
efited 170 people. The second compo-
nent is concerned with protections from 
torrents in front of the houses. About 22 
houses get benefited from removing the 
doors and raising their level. The third 
will create a gate or iron barrier for the 
torrential streams at the entrance to the 
neighbourhood, to protect about 120 
houses. 

At a time when Yemen endures eco-
nomic problems, it has not been spared 
from natural disasters, such as heavy 
rains and torrential streams, which re-
vealed the fragile infrastructure for many 
buildings. It was necessary to warn of 
the gravity and urgency of the situation, 
and to call for the rebuilding of old Sa-
na’a which is a historical and a cultural 
landmark before it demolish by the next 
rainy season.



Economic and Social Damages due to Road and Bridge Closures

More than 27% of the Urban Road Network Has Been Damaged by the Conflict
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By: Hanin Al-Wahesh
Sawt Al-Amal - (Voice of Hope)

Mobility and travel have become a 
major obstacle and posed a great threat to 
citizens. The closure of some roads and the 
destruction that swept others, affected many 
aspects, not only on the personal level, but 
also on the social and economic level in the 
country. The closure of some roads and the 
destruction that swept others, affected many 
aspects, not only on the personal level, but 
also on the social and economic level in the 
country. The road and bridge sector is the 
lifeblood of any country in the world. It has 
been badly affected in Yemen by the con-
flict. Movement between governorates has 
been hampered, which has caused many 
economic and human losses.

Affected Merchants
There are questions posed by citizens 

about the reason that prevented the author-
ities from providing the necessary facilities 
and making the necessary repairs to the 
damaged roads, especially in the governor-
ates that are considered safe.

Salem Omar- a food trader from Taiz- 
told what he suffers while traveling be-
tween governorates to bring goods from 
outside the city, and what the bumpy road 
and its length cause. He said, “The roads 
that we were taking in two hours and in a 
short time, are taking for a whole day due 
to the closure of most of the main roads and 
the opening of other bumpy roads that are 
no longer suitable for vehicles.”

Omar added: In addition to the econom-
ic damage and obstruction of trade, there are 
social damages. The sick and the elderly suf-
fer a lot from long commuting time.

Merchant Salem Omar confirmed that 
the citizens had previously called for open-
ing and reconstructing roads, but there is no 
response from the concerned authorities to 
take care of this aspect. In the same context, 
Radwan Ali- a citizen of Taiz- explained the 
human suffering facing the citizens, talking 
about the tragedy that happened to him 
because of the roads. His brother died on 
the way from Taiz to Aden while trying to 
rescue him to complete his treatment. His 
health could not stand the difficult road and 
the high mountains they had to take. Ali 
stressed that the poor services in all aspects 
has contributed to the doubling of the suf-
fering that constantly affects the life of the 
citizen. Solutions have been demanded to 
repair the roads, but to no avail.

Amount of Damages
Most of the main roads, bridges and 

ports in: Hodeidah, Aden, Mocha, Mukalla 
and other ports were damaged, whose rev-
enues were estimated at 70% of the total 
customs revenues in Yemen, and the 9 main 
airports. This sector has been badly affected 
by the conflict, according to the report of 
the Ministry of Planning and International 
Cooperation 2020. The report also indi-
cated that approximately 27% of the road 
network within Yemeni cities was severely 
damaged, and 1,511 kilometres were com-
pletely destroyed. 

The report estimated that the total dam-
age to road infrastructure within cities is 
between 240 and 293 million US dollars; 
80% of the damage is in Sana’a, Aden, Taiz 
and Hodeidah, especially that 83% of the 
total length of the road network in these 
four cities. 

The report indicated that at the gov-
ernorate level, the costs of damage to the 
transport sector, including roads within cit-
ies and long roads connecting cities togeth-
er, as well as bridges, ports, and airports, 
ranged between 780 and 953 million US 
dollars.

The Role of the Agencies Managing the 
Rebuilding Process

Engineer Walid Radman, Undersec-
retary of the Roads Sector at the Public 
Ministry of Works and Roads, said: The 

extent of the damage to the road network 
is very large in all parts of Yemen, as roads 
and bridges have been destroyed as a re-
sult of the conflict. There are also damag-
es resulting from the cessation of routine 
maintenance work since 2015, and other 
damages resulting from the atmospheric 
pressure and hurricanes that occurred in the 
previous period. Projects were halted due to 
the interruption of the operational budget. 
Radman continued: The state has not made 
an accurate inventory of the damage to the 
road network. Rather, the World Bank as-
sessed and estimated the damage, but it is 
inaccurate, not detailed, and far from re-
ality. He referred to the influential role of 
local authorities and the Road Maintenance 
Fund in the governorates. He referred to the 
influential role of local authorities and the 
provincial road maintenance fund. They 
carry out emergency maintenance work on 
some main and arterial roads, which have 
no alternatives in many areas within the ca-
pabilities and budgets available.

Negligence on the Part of the Donors
Engineer Walid Radman confirmed 

that there is a great negligence on the part 
of the donors in providing support and aid. 
There is no balance in providing the nec-
essary support. The supporting organiza-
tions turned to the relief side, neglecting 
the rebuilding and development aspect. The 
Undersecretary of the Roads Sector at the 
Public Ministry of Works and Roads con-
firmed that the conflict was a direct cause 
of impeding the process of restoring roads. 
Furthermore, there is lack of an operating 
budget that contributes to the implemen-
tation of new projects for road and bridge 
networks.

In the same context, Moheeb Al-
Hakimi, Undersecretary of Taiz Governor-
ate for Technical Affairs in the Ministry of 
Works and Roads, said: The infrastructure 
is destroyed, and there are no budgets to 
implement and follow up on the reform 
process. 

Al-Hakimi also explained that there 
are plans and programs for the reconstruc-
tion of the road sector, but all projects are 
linked to budgets and the support that will 
be provided to implement these projects. 
Al-Hakimi stressed to “Sawt Al-Amal” the 
importance of joint work in developing a 
complete plan for true recovery and pro-

viding a vision to assess the damages and 
take into account the important plans and 
projects that are taken into account.

 The August 2020 report of the Ministry 
of Planning and International Cooperation 
estimated the total needs for recovery and 
reconstruction in the transport sector be-
tween approximately 1,178.6 and 1,440.5 
million US dollars at the level of 15 Yemeni 
governorates (Sana’a, Aden, Taiz, Abyan, 
Hodeidah, Lahj, Marib, Shabwa, Amanat 
Al Asimah, Al Dhale’, Saada, Al Bayda, Al 
Jawf, Amran, and Dhamar).

Bridge Rebuilding
A report by the General Corporation 

for Roads and Bridges in Hodeidah Gov-
ernorate - a copy of which was obtained by 
“ Sawt Al-Amal “ newspaper - reviewed 
some of the bridge works, which were 
damaged and subjected to partial and com-
plete destruction during the conflict period. 
The report stated that the most important 
bridges demolished is (Bab Makhla Bridge 
in al khamlou area). The cost of repairing 
the damage was estimated at about 25 mil-
lion riyals. Wadi Al-Shoq Bridge (located 
between Bagel and Khamis Bani Saad) 
was repaired at a cost of 20 million riyals, 

and (Abal Bridge), which was completely 
destroyed due to the conflict and was re-
stored at a cost of 230,880,180 riyals. He 
also mentioned the damages of (Wadi Moor 
Bridge in Haradh), whose repair cost was 
estimated at 150 million riyals, and (Wadi 
Moor Bridge in Al-Qanaws area), whose 
repair cost estimated at 100 million riyals. 
The report of the Roads and Bridges Main-
tenance Fund in the city of Aden, during 
2020-2021, also reviewed some routine and 
emergency works to repair and rehabilitate 
roads, Such as removing sand from roads, 
carrying out emergency maintenance of 
airport runway, sea road, and land roads in 
many governorates.

Non-Governmental Implemented 
Projects

The report (the Saudi Development and 
Reconstruction Program for Roads Recon-
struction 2021) indicated  that a full-service 
airport in the Marib Governorate was estab-
lished, roads between governorates were 
opened, such as: Al-Mahra Governorate, 
with a length of 600 km, and Al-Dhale’ 
road, part of which was rehabilitated, with 
a length of 84 km. the port of Nishtun was 
developed and its capacities increased: such 

as building iron fences, developing landing 
yards, increasing the carrying capacity with 
lifting and transporting equipment, reha-
bilitating customs and oil company build-
ings, and constructing a main gate. A press 
statement, issued at the beginning of July 
2021 for the World Bank, reviewed the 
Emergency Project for Integrated Urban 
Services in Yemen, through which 234 kilo-
metres of urban roads were rehabilitated in 
the most prominent cities of Sana’a, Aden, 
Ibb, Taiz, Al-Hodeidah, Sa’ada, and Am-
ran. As a result, access to essential services 
in these governoraes was restored to more 
than three million Yemeni citizens who had 
been affected by the widespread destruction 
of urban road networks that are arteries of 
economic life.

Regarding future plans for the second 
phase, the United Nations Emergency Ur-
ban Services Project for the year 2021-2022 
indicated that it will maintain approximate-
ly 850,000 square meters, over 60 km of 
targeted roads and streets in some governor-
ates, including (Aden, Lahj, Taiz, and Mu-
kalla) at an estimated value of $4,225,850. 
This value is only 70% of the total alloca-
tion to support the emergency project for 
integrated urban services in Yemen.



Sectors and Clubs that Need Rebuilding From Yemeni Youth Point of View

Captain Abdul Rahim Al-Khashaee Al-Mu’tasim Al-Jalal Ayman Abdel Hamid Mujahid Qassem Walaa Dinesh

Young people play a pivotal role in the development pro-
cess of any country. They are the cornerstone of the national 
economy and the heroes who go to help during times of di-
sasters and conflicts that affect their own countries. On their 
shoulders, the country is rising again, despite all its difficult 
circumstances.
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What is the vision of Yemeni youth 
for the rebuilding of Yemen, what are the 
sectors most affected, and what is its re-
building priorities?

“First of all, it is necessary to men-
tion the ongoing events of the conflict for 
the sixth year, which caused great dam-
age to the infrastructure of Yemen. The 
country needs to be rebuilt,” according to 
Walaa Dinesh, 22 years old, from Marib 
governorate.

Sectors in Need of Rebuilding
Walaa Dinesh gave her opinion on 

the sectors that should take the lead in the 
rebuilding process, saying “the important 
sectors that need rebuilding are educa-
tion, health, energy and others. The most 
important thing during the next stage is 
to focus on the rebuilding of destroyed 
homes, providing housing for people and 
helping them return to their homes.

For his part, Mujahid Qassem (23 
years old - Ibb) said, “Hospitals are 
among the most important facilities that 
need rebuilding, especially governmental 
ones. Conflict has left many victims. If 
you are a patient companion, you will not 
find a place to sleep, except on the roof of 
the hospital or in corridor nursing. Hos-
pitals are narrow and have poor services. 
He continued, “Among the facilities that 
need to be rebuilt are the cultural centers 
and theaters, which need expansion and 

multiplication in the number of seats, 
as they are the source of culture, roads 
whose current condition causes many 
fatal accidents, government buildings, 
mosques, parks and others.

Afra Al-Shamiri, 23 years old, from 
Taiz, agreed with Mujahid that rebuild-
ing the health sectors in all their depart-
ments is a top priority. She said, “In Taiz 
we have medical clinics that we cannot 
describe as hospitals due to lack of ca-
pabilities. It is necessary to build a hos-
pital equipped with the latest equipment, 
and provide an integrated medical staff. 
Health in Taiz has reached the lowest lev-
els compared to other governorates. 

Al-Mu’tasim Al-Jalal (25 years old 
- Taiz) agrees that many facilities in Ye-
men have been affected by the ongoing 
conflict; perhaps road network was the 
most affected in terms of separating cit-
ies apart, which made transportation dif-
ficult,  in addition to schools that were 
completely or partially damaged, sports 
facilities, and places of entertainment. 
These are the most prominent sectors in 
which those who bear the responsibility 
should work on rehabilitating them so 
that life can return to normal.

Youth Visions for Rebuilding
Al-Mu’tasim Al-Jalal expressed his 

opinion on the issue of rebuilding, say-
ing: “My vision on rebuilding is that 
international organizations and the gov-
ernment, in addition to the Arab coali-
tion, contribute to finding appropriate 
solutions.”

“Technical institutes and universi-
ties are the most important sectors in 
rebuilding at the present time, because 
they mainly target young people.” This 
is from the point of view of Ayman Ab-
del Hamid, 30, from Sana’a. Ayman 
also believed that one of the priorities 
of rebuilding is to establish research and 
development centers for innovators and 
discover the capabilities of young people 
who are not helped by circumstances.

Heba Ahmed (22 years old - Al-Bay-
da) believed that the rebuilding process 
requires a comprehensive strategy, after 
assessing the damage through special-
ized committees and field visits. That 
the development process will only occur 
with societal and governmental cooper-
ation with the private sectors and civil 
society organizations. By the support of 
countries that are able to do so.

Dia Obeid (31 years old from 
Shabwa) said “The psychological reha-
bilitation of the person, helping him/her 
accept reality, overcome the situation, 
improve his/her life and starting over are 
top priorities of rebuilding.

Obaid added, “Thousands of citizens 
lost their families and property, got dis-
placed, and suffered psychological cri-
ses. Some of them committed suicide or 
lost their minds. I think that paying atten-
tion to this aspect is of great importance 
as the rehabilitation of man is the first 
step towards building homelands.”

Challenges
According to the General Department 

of Information at the Ministry of Youth 
and Sports, the number of sports clubs in 
Yemen exceeds 300, most of which are 
facing difficult challenges imposed by 
the current situation. Some sports clubs 
have been completely destroyed and oth-
ers partially. There are also self-efforts to 
restore some clubs and stadiums.

Farhan al-Muntasir, director general 
of the Yemeni Club Associations, told “ 

Sawt Al-Amal “ that the support of the 
Youth Welfare Fund in some southern 
governorates does not exceed one in ten 
compared to the northern governorates.

He added, “Conflict is one of the 
most difficult challenges that sport is 
going through in Yemen. Ibb Sports 
Stadium, Al-Shuhada Stadium in Taiz, 
Al-Kabsi Stadium, May 22 Stadium in 
Aden, Abyan Stadium and the Closed 
Hall endured severe damage as a result 
of the airstrikes.

He continued, “With all the challeng-
es that the sports sector is going through 
in Yemen, we are still continuing to hold 
sports competitions, such as the basket-
ball league, in which players from all 
over the Republic participated. As for the 
ministry, it plays its role in supervising 
and organizing clubs, stadiums and their 
activities to serve youth and athletes all 
over the country.

Mohammed Dhaif Allah Ishaq (a 
football player, 26 years old - Dhamar) 
said, “Most of the stadiums and sports 
equipment in Yemen have not come up 
to the required level yet, and the conflict 
has exacerbated the state of deterioration 
of sports clubs. Ishaq hoped to rehabil-
itate clubs and stadiums, rebuild what 
was destroyed and damaged and pay 
attention to talented people and support 
them throughout the year with continu-
ous training and local competitions that 
qualify them to enter external competi-
tions at the level of the Arab world and 
the whole world.

Ishaq explained that the official sup-
port is limited to the period of foreign 
competitions and leagues. This usually 
leads to a decline in the performance of 
national teams in most of the competi-
tions, except in rare cases.

In the same context, Captain Abdul 
Rahim Al Khashaee (Deputy Director 
of the Youth and Sports Office in Ibb 
Governorate) stated that the demand of 
all athletes at the present time is the re-

construction and rehabilitation of the 
damaged sports facilities, whether clubs 
or stadiums. This is to attract young peo-
ple and train them in various sports, and 
to benefit from their physical and mental 
capabilities.

Solutions and Treatments
Captain Abdel Rahim said, “The 

Yemeni League, which was established 
by the Yemeni Football Association and 
targeted the first-class clubs, is in itself 
a rebuilding of the clubs that were es-
tablished during this period in Seiyun 
and Shabwa governorate. This cost the 
Yemeni Football Association large sums 
amounting to hundreds of millions.

On the role the ministry plays to ad-
vance the youth sector, he said “As for the 
efforts of the Ministry of Youth and Sports 
and its solutions to the current situation. 
The National Football Association has 
activated the first grade football league as 
well as the second and third grades and 
the provincial champions. For the league 
of age groups for juniors and youth. The 
union is on the way to establish it. It has 
set a large budget for it, on the basis that 
it will be established at the level of each 
governorate, then the champions of the 
governorates, then the republic.”

Abdul Rahim Al-Khashaee con-
firmed that other events such as cultural, 
sports and scouting activities are among 
the interests of the Ministry, maintaining 
that we have received many circulars 
about the establishment of cultural and 
scouting competitions that will be held at 
the level of each club.” The director of 
the Youth and Sports Office in Ibb Gov-
ernorate, Captain Al-Khashaee, conclud-
ed his speech to (Sawt Al-Amal) by say-
ing “The indicators are good, in terms of 
rebuilding, especially with regard to peo-
ple in the future. For the stone rebuilding, 
it takes time after the conflict ends. This 
will be achieved after the stability of the 
country.”



 Summary... The Amount of Conflict-related Damage to the Service Sectors in Yemen
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Electricity Sector
A World Bank report - Continuous 

Needs Assessment in Yemen (DNA): 
Phase III 2020 - showed that the per-
centage of Yemenis had access to public 
electricity dropped from 66% in 2014 to 
below 10% by the end of 2017 due to ex-
tensive damage to the national grid and 
fuel shortages across the country. About 
55 per cent of the assessed power sector 
assets, excluding towers, exhibited some 
degree of damage, and 8 per cent were 
completely destroyed. All large thermal 
power plants had some degree of damage 
and 71% were not functioning, while 80% 
of the distributed generation units were 
damaged and 90% were functioning only 
partially or not at all. No transmission 
substation was functioning. 57% and 50% 
of power sector assets were completely 
destroyed in Taiz and Sana’a, respective-
ly.

A report issued by the Ministry of 
Planning and International Cooperation 
(Economic Studies and Forcasting Sec-
tor) 2020 entitled: (Economic Recovery, 
Reconstruction and Building Sustainable 
Peace in Yemen) stated that 5% of pow-
er sector facilities completely destroyed, 
with only 12% remained fully functional. 
Only Lodar, Marib City, and Mocha are 
reported to have relatively reliable elec-
tricity service.

The report indicated that physical 
damage to urban power infrastructure 
in the assessed cities is estimated at 
US$541–662 million. By far the greatest 
damage was observed in Aden (US$228 
million), Sana’a (US$149 million), and 
Marib City (US$136 million).

Water Sector
Yemen has long suffered from severe 

water shortages. According to the World 
Bank Report 2020, safe drinking water in 
Yemen is available at a rate of only 80 cu-
bic meters, in 2014, only 14% of the aver-
age per capita share (554 cubic meters) in 
the Middle East and North Africa region. 

The report issued by the Ministry of 
Planning in 2020 pointed out that Yemen 
has long suffered from acute water scarci-
ty. Water and sanitation supply have been 
affected by nearly 38%, of which 10% 
have been destroyed. The total damage to 
the water and sanitation sector was esti-
mated at between $ 283 and $ 346 million.

In terms of damaged facilities, the 
report indicated that Taiz and Hodeidah 
are on top at 60% each. As for the total 
estimated losses in dollars, it was for the 
city of Sana’a (25%, with an amount of 
$ 86 million), followed by Aden and Taiz 
at (18%, with an amount ranging between 
52 to 63 million dollars for Aden and 51 
to 63 $ million for Taiz), then Hodeidah 
(13%, 36-44 million dollars). 

Road Transport Sector
According to the data of the Cen-

tral Bureau of Statistics, March 2021, 
which “Sawt Al-Amal” obtained a copy 
of, showed that the total road network in 
Yemen reached about 58,200 square ki-
lometers, of which nearly 17,330 square 
kilometers were paved roads by the end 
of 2020, i.e. about 29.8% of the total road 
network in Yemen, while total unpaved 
roads accounted for 40,870 square kilo-
meters. This indicates that the unpaved 
road network constitutes about 70.2% of 
the entirety of the national road network, 
which poses a burdensome challenge for 
future development in the country.

Moreover, OCHA indicated in its lat-
est Humanitarian Development Report - 
Yemen in March 2021, that Yemen ranked 
140 out of 169 countries listed in the 
performance indicators of transport logis-
tics services in 2018, compared to 63 in 
2012. Yemen Dynamic Needs Assessment 
issued by the World Bank in 2020 sug-
gested that - immediately upon the end of 
the conflict in Yemen, attention should be 
given to maintain and rehabilitate at least 
5,000–6,000 km of high-priority roads.

Most of Yemen’s main roads, bridges 
and ports in Hodeidah, Aden, Mocha, and 
Mukalla, which generated approximately 
70% of total customs revenues in Yemen, 
and 9 main airports have sustained seri-
ous damages due to the war and conflict, 
according to the report of the Ministry of 
Planning and International Cooperation 
2020.

About 27% of the total intra-urban 
road network shows some degree of dam-
age, and 1,511 kilometers have been com-
pletely destroyed.

The report estimated that the to-
tal intra-cities road damage costs esti-
mates range between US$240 million 
and US$293 million. Road damage 
costs in Sana’a, Aden, Taiz, and Ho-
deidah are the greatest, accounting for 
roughly 80% of the total costs. This is 
because about 83% of the total road length 
is located in these 4 major cities. 

In terms of the intensity of damage at 
the governorate level, the report indicat-
ed that over 50% of the transport assets 
- including bridges, ports and airports - 
incurred damage, at an estimated cost of 
US$780–953 million.

A report by the General Corporation 

for Roads and Bridges in Hodeidah Gov-
ernorate - a copy of which was obtained 
by “Sawt Al-Amal” newspaper - reviewed 
some of the bridge works, which were 
damaged and subjected to partial and 
complete destruction during the conflict 
period.

The report stated that the most import-
ant destroyed bridges were (Bab Makhla 
Bridge in al khamlou area), and the cost 
of repairing the damage was estimated 
at about 25 million riyals, and (Wadi Al-
Shoq Bridge located between Bagel and 
Khamis Bani Saad), which was repaired 
at a cost of 20 million riyals, and (Abal 
Bridge) which was completely destroyed 
due to the conflict and was restored at a 
cost of 230,880,180 riyals.

It also mentioned the damages of 
(Wadi Moor Bridge in Haradh), whose 
repair cost was estimated at 150 million 
riyals, and (Wadi Moor Bridge in Al-Qa-
naws area), which consumed 100 million 
riyals to re-repair.

Education Sector
According to the official statistical re-

ports (Department of Statistics and Plan-
ning in the Ministry of Education - Aden 
for the year 2015), the number of schools 
in the Republic of Yemen has reached 
16,578 schools, some of which are de-
signed to be a school building with a 
number of 14,751, some without a build-
ing with a number of 545 schools, some 
are designed to be oshash (huts made of 
palm fronds), to be under a tin roof, a tree 
or a corner of a mosque, with a number of 
405 closed schools or under construction, 
4605 without sanitary facilities (bath-
rooms), 13,215 without school laborato-

ries, and two million male and female stu-
dents without school seats; sitting on the 
ground, as well as other equipment.

The conflict led to the closure of 
3,700 schools across the country, a quar-
ter of the Republic’s schools at the end of 
2014/2015. Most schools have opened, 
but they still suffer from a significant 
shortage of school equipment.

The school building was also severe-
ly damaged, with approximately 1,515 
schools damaged, 195 of which were 
completely destroyed, 720 partially de-
stroyed, 466 schools were used as shelters 
for the displaced, and 134 schools were 
used as conflict barracks, which caused 
great damage to many of them and their 
equipment.

The report of the Ministry of Plan-
ning and International Cooperation 2020 
stated that A host of challenges and ob-
stacles, including damaged education in-
frastructure, forced displacement, severe 
economic crises, and the suspension of 
salaries, cripple the education sector. 
About 64% of schools sustained serious 
damages, affecting the education process 
for 79% of students across the country. 

According to the YHRP 2020, there 
are 5.5 million children in primary and 
secondary cycles are in need of assistance 
to be able to continue their education, of 
which 5 million are in dire need of educa-
tion related assistance. 

According to UNICEF in its report 
issued in July 2020, an estimated 171,600 
teachers 7 – or two thirds of the teaching 
workforce – have not been paid a regu-
lar salary for four years. This puts near-
ly 4 million additional children at risk of 
missing out on their education as unpaid 

teachers quit teaching to find other ways 
of providing for their families.

Housing Sector
Due to the conflict and war, 41% of all 

housing assets have been subject to dam-
age. Taiz, Mocha, and Sa’ada have been 
severely affected, with more than 60% of 
their housing stock damaged.

In Sana’a, the largest city in Yemen, 
40% of the housing stock has been affect-
ed to some extent. Given the large size of 
Sana’a, its damaged housing stock alone 
represents 38% of all damage in the 16 
cities. Sana’a, together with Taiz, Aden, 
Hodeidah, and Sa’da, represent more than 
90% of the damaged housing stock. 

Total damage to the housing sector is 
estimated to range between US$5.1 bil-
lion and US$6.2 billion. Yemen Dynamic 
Needs Assessment: Phase 3 - World Bank  
(2018) confirmed that the recovery pro-
cess will require the implementation of 
flexible mechanisms and solutions that 
include rehabilitation of residential build-
ing infrastructure, restoration of services, 
solutions to the issue of land and property, 
conflict resolution and compensation.

Health Sector
The World Bank Policy Brief for the 

year 2021, which dealt with the health 
situation in Yemen, the sector is suffering 
from the consequences of prolonged and 
ongoing armed conflict, economic de-
cline, and institutional collapse.

In this brief, it was found that over 
80% of the population faces significant 
challenges in reaching food, drinking 
water and access to health care services. 
Shortages of human resources, equip-
ment, and supplies are severely hindering 
healthcare provision.

The brief indicated that external 
financing for the health sector has de-
creased significantly from previous years, 
which has made the health system in Ye-
men vulnerable to severe risks. The de-
crease in external financing for the health 
sector has led to instability regarding the 
future of health services in Yemen.

According to a report by (OCHA, 
Yemen Response Plan, June-December 
2020), the number of people in need of 
health assistance in Yemen increased from 
8.4 million in December 2014 to 19.7 mil-
lion in 2020.

Furthermore, findings of the Health 
Monitoring System suggests that out total 
4,974 HFs assessed, only 51% were fully 
operational at full capacity, while the rest 
are either partially functioning (35%) or 
ceased operations (14%), due mainly to 
the damage sustained, shortage of health 
workers, medicines and equipment, as 
well as the tiny or lack of operating ex-
penses.

The Dynamic Needs Assessment: 
Phase 3 - World Bank (2018) also showed 
that 15% of hospitals in Yemen are not 
working (11% governmental, 22% pri-
vate, and 11% unknown), in addition to 
7% of health offices.

The evaluation showed that 73% of 
the 240 medical facilities in Sana’a did 
not suffer any damage, while 29% of 
them sustained partial damage. In Taiz, 
50% of the 72 health facilities were not 
damaged. Reports indicated that 38% of 
them were partially destroyed and 12.5%   
were destroyed. In Aden, only 10 facilities 
(10.75%) were reported damaged or de-
stroyed, while the remaining 83 facilities 
(89.25%) were not damaged.

The evaluation indicated that the val-
ue of physical damage to health facilities 
in 16 Yemeni cities amounted to more 
than US$544.2-665.1 million. Sana’a, 
Aden, and Taiz were the cities most af-
fected, with damage costs estimated at 
$191.0-$233 million, $56.9-69.6 million, 
and $121.0-147.9 million respectively.

Based on the assessment, the recov-
ery and rebuilding needs for infrastructure 
on the cities targeted for the assessment 
- over a five-year period - amounted to be-
tween 952.3 - 1,164.0 million US dollars.

The continuation of the conflict for the sev-
enth year in a row has caused severe damage to 
all sectors in Yemen. Huge numbers and losses 
were summarized by the newspaper “Sawt Al-
Amal” in the following report:
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in Yemen, and these challenges are due to many internal and 
external factors which are limited to five basic factors:

The first factor is conditional funding for rebuilding. 
Setting conditions for rebuilding contributions from interna-
tional donors is one of the main problems facing the recov-
ery strategy. Some parties, especially donor countries, link 
their contributions, to the rebuilding of those areas that have 
experienced conflicts, to the condition of changing the struc-
tures of the existing political systems during the transitional 
phase of rebuilding the system.

The second factor is the responsibility to implement 
rebuilding policies. The state is divided and suffers from a 
defect in managing the efficiency of public institutions and 
the administrative apparatus. Therefore, it will not be able to 
provide services or manage the rebuilding processes with the 
necessary competence and capacity. This generates an orien-
tation among some international bodies that the successful 
implementation of rebuilding policies must be undertaken 
by one of them, whether non-governmental organizations or 
countries with experience in the rebuilding. Donor visions 
are often based on a set of unrealistic assumptions that do 
not fit the realities of the post-conflict situation in Yemen 
and affected areas.

The third factor is rebuilding of the affected countries 
in parallel with implementing other commitments of the do-
nor countries. The situation of Yemen’s internal conflicts is 
complex when it comes to the rebuilding process due to the 
simultaneous occurrence of internal conflicts in many areas 
and to the state of tension and violence between the political 
parties, which led to the collapse of some institutional and 
social systems of governance, which makes it difficult for 
donors to finance rebuilding processes in Yemen.

The fourth factor is the fragility of settlement and recon-
ciliation between the conflicting parties. Rebuilding cannot 
be implemented without a comprehensive settlement of all 
issues of conflict between the Yemeni parties. Otherwise, 
the hotspots of conflict can be renewed at any time, in case 
that the settlement signed between the conflicting parties is 
a fragile one.

The fifth factor is the return of conflicts within the coun-
try within a short period. That is to say, rebuilding can take 
place in Yemen, and the country then enters into new con-
flicts of another kind after a short period of starting rebuild-
ing. As a consequence, there will be difficulty in the rebuild-
ing process from the donors, and the country will not receive 
any additional assistance to cover the costs of rebuilding. 
Moreover, Yemen is heading towards entering a new, more 
complex phase of rebuilding. The prospects and challenges 
of rebuilding after years of conflict have become apparent, as 
the first stages of rebuilding, namely economic recovery and 
human and social resettlement, have not begun yet. There 
is a question that poses itself: Whether and how Yemen can 
go through a successful process of postconflict rebuilding in 
light of the current power dynamics domestically, regionally, 
and internationally.

Postconflict reconstruction is not inevitable. Rather, its 
scope, pace, and scale depend on existing geoeconomic dy-
namics in conflict countries—in other words, how geopo-
litical considerations affect the use of economic resources. 
They guide where aid, credit, or investment flows in accor-
dance with the political objectives of regional and global 
powers. Rebuilding may, therefore, represent a new phase 
in the rivalries among domestic, regional, and global actors 
involved in a given country. That is why postwar outcomes 
in Yemen will be defined by alliances and rivalries that cut 
across the Middle Eastern and the Persian Gulf countries. 
How postwar rebuilding is tied to regional powers look grim.

The prospects for successful post-conflict rebuilding 
look grim. The prerequisites for successful post-conflict re-
building are either partly or wholly absent. Moreover, na-
tional, regional, or global dynamics make it more probable 
that the end of wars in these countries will not represent an 
end to conflict. Therefore, rebuilding won’t happen at all due 
to a lack of resources, intense security, and political frag-
mentation between the warring factions.
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The continuation of the conflict for the 
seventh year in a row, the aggravation of 
the humanitarian crisis in Yemen, which 
is considered one of the world’s worst hu-
manitarian crises according to international 
reports, and the deterioration of all eco-
nomic aspects, have economically, socially 
and legally affected the status of women in 
Yemen.   Umm Rawan told her painful sto-
ry with the conflict. She lost her eldest son 
in 2015 while participating in a military 
operation in Aden. Then, she lost her oth-
er son in Hodeidah Governorate. With the 
continuation of the unstable security and 
economic situation, she still has the ability 
to educate female students in schools about 
the importance of working effectively as 
a member of society and of participate in 
building and rebuilding the country and 
achieving the desired peace and security.

She further added: “There is one goal 
I am trying to achieve, which is to encour-
age girls and women to claim their rights 
in society, defend their land, and develop 
and enhance their capabilities in general, 
to break into the political and economic 
spheres with full merit and was able as 
before.”

Status and Security of Women
Angham Al-Sayed asserts that 

women have a major role in defending 
human rights, developing service and 
development aspects, and participating in 
peace-building processes. She added that 
the situation in Yemen is still unstable, 
and that there are intermittent periods of 
peace, but ineffective and not permanent. 
The battles and the human and econom-
ic losses continue, which greatly affects 
the status and security of women in the 
country. She emphasized that despite all 
the difficulties and obstacles that women 
faced during the past period, they con-
tinued until now. The Yemeni women’s 
energy has not been broken in continuing 
to improve and develop their abilities at 
work and study, and to perform their duty 
towards their family and domestic tasks.

For her part, Anwar Ahmed, a jour-
nalist, the participation of women in the 
development of society, peace-building 
and rebuilding in various fields, will 
have a greater impact on the future of 
the country, both at home and abroad. 
Women want a real opportunity to prove 
their capabilities to society as a whole, 
to achieve equality, and to break all the 
restrictions that were finally imposed on 
them because of the conflict.

Anwar explained that women in Ye-
men have a key role in creating change 
within their communities and the envi-
ronment surrounding them in various 

human rights and societal issues when 
given the opportunity and support from 
their communities to play this influential 
role. There are also great efforts made by 
women to impose themselves to enhance 
their chances of participating in the re-
covery and rebuilding process.

Women are Capable of Change
Numerous studies and research 

confirm that the process of economic re-
covery and rebuilding and infrastructure 
construction creates a real opportunity 
to improve women’s participation in the 
labour force, especially in the economic 
field through organizing projects, in-
creasing the opportunities of obtaining 
financing for their projects, or  encourag-
ing household economic work, which en-
sures the existence of a market to absorb 
their production and improves the general 
economic situation in the country.

There are also supportive bodies and 
local and international organizations that 
mainly target women giving them an op-
portunity for training and economic and 
humanitarian empowerment and work to 
implement several field studies to moni-
tor the importance of women’s participa-
tion in the workforce in various gover-
norates and at different demographic and 
educational levels during the next phase.

Noria Abdel Salam, school principal, 
stressed that it is necessary to direct inter-
national and local interventions towards 
the process of developing the capabilities 
of women in the labour market in various 
disciplines, fields and sectors and to en-
hance their participation in peacebuilding 
and rebuilding alongside their male coun-
terparts.

Nouria pointed out that Yemen has 
women who are capable of change and 

decision-making on the political, eco-
nomic and social levels. They will have 
a prominent and influential role after the 
conflict in various fields. Therefore, it is 
necessary to pay attention to them during 
this stage by giving them a real opportu-
nity to formulate and implement policies 
that employ its capabilities in serving the 
community and achieving social peace.
Increasing Women’s Representation in 

Leadership Positions
A report by the Ministry of Planning 

and International Cooperation (2019) 
clarified the importance of increasing 
women’s participation in public life at 
various economic, social and political 
levels by encouraging girls’ enrollment 
in education, especially in rural areas and 
areas of displacement, and supporting 
centers for productive families and help-
ing them obtain job opportunities.

The report of Plan of Priorities for 
Reconstruction and Economic Recovery 
- Urgent Priorities also stressed the need 
to support small and micro projects for 
Yemeni women, encourage microfinance 
banks to provide loans to women’s proj-
ects, and work to increase women’s rep-
resentation in leadership positions (exec-
utive, judicial and diplomatic) according 
to the decisions of the outcomes of the 
national dialogue.

According to the report, “the most 
prominent priorities of the rebuilding 
processes in Yemen include supporting 
women’s participation in political and 
partisan work, providing primary health 
care and emergency obstetric services to 
reduce maternal and child death rate and 
working to provide protection for them 
in conflict areas and places of displace-
ment.”

“Women are of great importance during the current and upcoming stage. It is 
necessary to take advantage of their capabilities and previous experiences that proved 
their success in various fields. Women are considered the social component most af-
fected by conflict and its continuation, and the economic, political and security dete-
rioration that is currently afflicting the country,”according to Umm Rawan Muham-
mad (a social supervisor in a school) regarding the role of Yemeni women.
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By: Rajaa Mukred

The results of an electronic ques-
tionnaire conducted by YIC, at the 
beginning of November 2021, on the 
priorities of rebuilding that 92.9% of 
the respondents believe that commu-
nity cohesion is a priority for rebuild-
ing in Yemen. 

In the same questionnaire, which 
targeted 66% of males and 34% of fe-
males, 49.4% of respondents believe 
that achieving national reconciliation 
and transitional justice is a priority of 
rebuilding, 25.3% paying compensa-
tion and reparations, 13.3% dealing 
with cases of seizure and confisca-
tion of the homes of migrants and 
displaced people and their properties 
without legal justification.

9.6% of the respondents believed 
that return of the displaced and mi-
grants to their areas is a priority for re-
building, 1.2% paying salaries, 1.2% 

eliminating corruption and choosing 
people with sufficient loyalty to the 
country.

Within the results of the ques-
tionnaire, 15.3% believe that the 
rebuilding process should proceed in 
parallel in all sectors and areas, 18.8% 
parallel progress in all sectors, start-
ing with the most affected and needy 
areas, 16.5% according to the priority 
needs and in all Yemeni regions, and 
49.4% according to the priority needs, 
starting with the most influential and 
needy areas.

80.7% of the respondents agree 
that stopping the conflict is a prereq-
uisite for entering into the rebuilding 
process, and 10.8% to some extent, 
while 8.5% did not agree. The results 
showed that the sector most in need 
of rebuilding was the economic sector 
(50%), the education sector (35.7%), 
the health sector (13.1%), and the 
housing sector (1.2%).

Regarding archaeological sites, 

cities and buildings, 50.6% of the re-
spondents see them as a priority for 
rebuilding, 43.5% see that they need 
rebuilding, but they are not among 
priorities, 5.9% they are not a priority 
for rebuilding.  51.9 of the respon-
dents assess that the rebuilding pro-
cesses for Yemeni regions that during 
the previous decade had natural disas-
ters and internal conflicts are unsuc-
cessful, 40.7% to some extent, while 
7.4 are successful.

54.4% of the responedents sug-
gest that the reason for the previous 
failure of the rebuilding process is 
due to financial and administrative 
corruption, 19% to scarcity of fund-
ing and financial appropriations for 
these rebuilding processes, 11.8% for 
reasons attributed to the government 
due to administrative centralization, 
7.4% to inexperience of construction 
and rebuilding companies, and 7.4% 
for reasons belong to the community 
itself and the local authorities.

 Engineer/ Ahmed
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